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The Melbourne Holocaust Museum (MHM) is deeply disturbed by the report in The
Age detailing a rise in antisemitic incidents across Victorian state schools. The
accounts described including Nazi salutes, hate symbols, physical intimidation and
verbal abuse are profoundly distressing and represent an unacceptable violation of
the safety and dignity of young Jewish Victorians and a concerning fraying of
social cohesion.

As an organisation dedicated to Holocaust remembrance, survivor testimony and education, we
are alarmed that students are experiencing hatred and discrimination in schools. Such incidents
demand urgent and decisive action from schools, parents, and education authorities.

MHM is calling for a clear and immediate response to antisemitic behaviour in all its forms. This
includes transparent investigation processes, appropriate disciplinary measures, and a genuine
commitment from schools to uphold zero-tolerance standards. Antisemitism must never be
dismissed as childish teasing or ignorance, it is a form of hatred with serious consequences for
individuals and communities.

We also reaffirm the importance of comprehensive Holocaust education in Victorian schools.
When students understand the historical consequences of prejudice, indifference and
discrimination, they are better equipped to recognise and reject hatred in their own environments.
Strong, consistent education is one of the most effective tools we have to counter rising
antisemitism and foster a culture of respect and responsibility. MHM remains committed to
providing resources, programs and expertise to support schools and teachers in this work.

It is equally vital that Jewish students feel safe and supported. Schools must ensure that staff are
equipped with the cultural understanding and training necessary to address antisemitism
sensitively and effectively. Students and families should have accessible pathways to report
incidents, and they must be confident that their concerns will be taken seriously.

“Rising antisemitism in schools is not only a 'Jewish issue' or a threat to Jewish students, it is a
warning sign for every single Australian. We must all work together to reaffirm and strengthen
values of democracy and respect that is core to who we are as a society. Education must be our
first line of defence against hate and the Melbourne Holocaust Museum stands ready to help
government, organisations, and individual Australians to understand the past so we can protect
our shared future.” Dr Breann Fallon, MHM CEO

“Never forget what happened. And always remember the history of the Holocaust. It's very
important that you not only remember, but you tell other people as well for generations to come to
remember what happened and make sure that it will never happen again.” Joe Szwarcberg,
Holocaust Survivor
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