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 The Jewish Holocaust Museum and Research Centre is an Institution dedicated to the memory of the six million Jews who were 
murdered by the Nazis and their collaborators between 1933 and 1945. 
 We consider the finest memorial to all victims of racist policies to be an educational program which aims to combat anti-Semitism, 
racism and prejudice in the community and fosters understanding between people. 

COMBATING EVIL IS A 
COOPERATIVE MUST 
By Stan Marks 

    Police Commissioner Christine Nixon and 26 top members of the 
Victorian police force spent four hours at the Centre recently.  This 
was followed up with a talk about racism by the Centre’s Director of 
Education and Research Bernard Korbman to 220 police cadets at 
police headquarters.  The Centre and Chabad ran two separate series 
of seminars on a the approach to the Holocaust, there was a 
quickening of schools’ visits and plans for diverse lectures (including 
by TBI’s Rabbi Fred Morgan) and numerous projects at the 
Centre and in the general community by Centre volunteers and staff. 
 There are reports on these and other events in this issue of 
Centre News.  It has been an exciting year and promises to be an 
even more active 2006.  It indicates the Centre’s ever-growing 
widespread activities designed to increase all sections of the 
community’s knowledge of the Holocaust and need to be aware of 
and combat all forms of racism. 
 There is no doubt that the Centre’s multi-activities are having a 
positive influence throughout the community.  The large amount of 
verbal and written feedback attest to this.  It comes from civic 
leaders, state and federal government MPs, teachers, students and 
men and women from a variety of activities.  Above all, it is 
welcomed as an educational resource and a catalyst in bringing 
diverse groups of people together to fight the evils that have led to 
so much past, and, indeed, present suffering and 
misunderstanding.     We are all partners working together 
to eliminate the evils that have destroyed the lives of millions of 
people, Jew and non-Jew alike. 
 It is heartening to see the increasing number of volunteers, 
including 18 to 25 year olds, Jewish and non-Jewish, committed to the 
Centre.  There also is growing support from the second and third 
generations in all the Centre’s activities.  Their participation and 
unflagging support augurs well for keeping alive the vision of those 
who started the Centre 21 years ago.   This means it is even more 
pertinent that the wider community also wholeheartedly supports the 
Centre’s activities, including financially.  With ever-rising costs and 
competition for the public purse, this is more vital than ever.  These 
days, every donation counts. (Make A Pledge, page 32). 
 It all emphasises the need to take note of the words of renowned 
historian John Roth.  He wrote, “The Holocaust has had an important 
impact in helping to clarify what ought not to happen to human 
beings.  Nazism and the Holocaust were an assault on the values that 
Americans hold most dear when we are at our best.  However, these 
values are as fragile as they are precious, precarious as they are 
fundamental.”  These words apply equally to Australians, especially in 
stressing the individual rights of its many minorities. 
 For those who believe nothing can possibly change people with 
hatred and deep seated prejudice in their hearts, I would point out an 
article on page 25 of this Centre News.  It tells of how unbelievable 
changes came to a small town in the American state of Tennessee out 
of the lessons of the Holocaust.  In a state where the Klu Klux Klan 
operated so vehemently.  The evils of hatred need not be a disease 
for which there is no cure. The antidote is with all of us.  The Centre, 
with your continuous moral and financial support, is determined to 
give a lead and play a major role in spreading this antidote, 
hopefully, playing a major role in curing this diabolical human illness. 
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DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in Centre News are those of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the magazine's editor or editorial committee. While the Centre News 
welcomes ideas, articles, photos, poetry, and letters, it reserves the right to accept or reject 
material. There is no automatic acceptance of submissions. 

VICTORIAN POLICE AND CENTRE’S JOINT ACTIVITIES 
 

discussions would help the police to better understand 
the Jewish community.  It was an excellent way of 
exchanging ideas and getting to know each other. 
 Paul Evans, Assistant Commissioner of Education, 
said it was a “great experience” to visit the Centre and 
gain an insight into how survivors felt and the whole 
matter of the Holocaust.  Assistant Commissioner 
Evans’ father, Jack, was a POW in Poland for three 
years, after his plane was shot down by the Germans.  
(He would be invited to visit the Centre). 
 “I have worked with many Jewish people over the 
years and really appreciate being able to visit the Centre 
and hear from survivors,” Commissioner Evans added. 
 “Understanding each other is vital and we are 
certainly advancing this today.  This is quite a Centre for 
all to see.” 
 The visitors discussed a diversity of matter with 
survivors and Centre staff over brunch. 
 As one volunteer volunteered “I have never felt so 
safe.” 
 There are over 14,000, including over 11,000 
policemen and the rest of the support services, in the 
Victorian police force. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cover Pic: Police Commissioner Christine Nixon with Guide Willie Lermer 
and Police Commissioners at the Centre. 

 Recent events have brought the Victorian Police and 
the Holocaust Centre closer.  Due to the efforts of 
Bernard Korbman, Education and Research Director, we 
hosted a visit by the police to the Centre, lectured to 
police cadets at Police Headquarters and attended a 
special police graduation ceremony. 
 Christine Nixon, Victorian Commissioner of Police 
and 26 Victorian police commissioners and directors 
spent four hours at the Holocaust Centre in September. 
 It was a historical occasion as police held their 
regular corporate meeting and then gained an insight 
into the Holocaust, Nazi era and the Centre’s mission 
statement of combating racism, hatred and prejudice and 
fostering understanding in the Australian community. 
 This was later followed up by Bernard Korbman 
giving the first of many seminars to police cadets about 
racism and allied concerns. 
 The police learnt about the workings of the Centre, 
saw the permanent and temporary exhibitions and 
exchanged information. 
 The commissioners included for crime, ethical 
standards and human resources. 
 Shmuel Rosenkranz, Centre President, described the 
visit as a unique event, and one that brought not only 
the centre and police closer but the Jewish and non-
Jewish communities. 
 “It was a very special occasion, and has led to 
important follow ups which indicate the ever growing 
non Jewish community interest in all our activities and, 
indeed, our overall place, standing and contribution to 
understanding in the wider Australian community.  It is 
quite heartening and augurs well for the future, “he 
added. 
 Commissioner Nixon said she had heard much about 
the Centre and it was a great honour to meet survivors 
and learn about the Centre’s many activities, especially 
for the young. 
 She added that she was especially interested in the 
survivors’ stories and how they faced the Holocaust and 
saw it now all these years later.  The visit and 

Assistant Commissioner Paul 
Evans with Judy Wasserman at the 
Centre. 

WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR FEEDBACK 
  
 Enclosed with this issue of Centre News is a questionnaire.  It is about your magazine, Centre News.  Perhaps, 
as you have read it in the past or with this particular issue, you have felt there could be changes, different articles, 
more or less emphasis on particular aspects of the Holocaust and Nazi era or about the Centre itself.  Maybe more 
coverage of lectures, local or overseas Holocaust related events or catering for people who have survived the 
Shoah.  The overall layout, including headings, type sizes and even the front cover.  We'd appreciate hearing your 
views, your ideas and general suggestions.  Anything you feel pertinent.  Be as hard hitting as you like.  Please fill 
out the questionnaire and fax, scan or post it to us at the Centre: 
Fax:  9528 3758 Email:  admin@holocaustcentreaustralia.org.au  Mail:  13-15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick VIC 3162.  
Enquiries:  9528 1985. 
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NAZI CULTURE AND THE GERMAN PSYCHE 
By Bernard Korbman, Centre’s Director of Education and Research  
 

place. 
 The third element justified outright aggression 
against “undesirable” populations living in conquered 
lands whenever it served the victors’ long-term 
advantage, such as Lebensraum, (living space). 
 The fourth assumption, one particular to Nazi 
Germany, upheld the right of a government to annul the 
legal protections of assimilated citizens on the basis of 
what the government defined as their ethnicity.  In other 
words, “the unwanted outsiders” resided within 
mainstream society. 

TRIBAL ETHOS 
 Among those who fashioned the principles upon 
which German values were formulated were jurists, 
philosophers, academics and physicians.  Lawmakers 
developed a new, narrow tribal ethos, substituting it for 
the broader humanitarian one.  By 1938, German law 
makers stated that “The nation owes no allegiance 
whatever to humanity as a higher unit or to humanity as 
the embodiment of general applicable laws and 
conventions.  It constitutes a world apart responsible to 
no human tribunal outside its boundaries, and as 
another aspect of the same idea, it towers above all 
human rights within them”.  (Aurel Kolnai) 
 In a similar vein to German jurists, the philosopher 
Martin Heidegger in his inaugural address as rector of 
the Freiburg University in April 1933 stated, “The much 
praised ‘academic freedom’ is being banished from the 
German university; for this freedom was false.”  This 
speech was delivered two weeks after university 
professors dressed in academic regalia dignified not only 
with their presence but also with speeches the book 
burnings throughout Germany. This was part of the Nazi 
campaign to remove so-called corrosive writings from 
public libraries and even from individual households. 
 Anti-humanistic vocabulary was also fashioned by the 
medical profession.  In 1935, Dr Gerhard Wagner, chief 
physician of the Reich, spoke about the “lunacy of 
equality” and “the economic costs of maintaining the 
lives of the handicapped and the mentally ill”.   By 1933, 
the forced sterilization of people considered 
‘hereditarily ill’ had been decreed and in 1935, 
compulsory abortions were carried out.  The moral 
outlook of “lives not worth living” was set. 
 This incrementally expanding range of policies 
encroached on all aspects of German institutions, 
society and life. 
 The theme of “blood” plays a dominant role in the 
culture and psyche of Nazi Germany.  It is the most 
powerful and fundamental base-metaphor in Nazi 
thought.  On the one hand, the fear of the danger of 
acquiring the corrupting and polluting Jewish blood 
through pregnancy was the deep-seated, universal and 
emotional fear instilled in German society. 
 Blood on the other hand, could have a positive 
mythical appeal.  It was this nurturing association of 
blood that undergirded the Nazi concept of a culture 
and, of an architecture and landscape grounded in 
“blood and soil”.  Here the deep psychic appeal of blood 

     Recently, whilst in 
Poland, I was reminded of a 
course I taught many years 
ago: Twentieth Century 
History Through The Visual 
Arts.  This course asked 
students to explore the 
relationship between 
political and religious 
ideology and community 
values with architecture, 
sculpture, painting as well 

as other art forms such as staged pageants garden 
designs, photography and propaganda material. 
 What brought this memory back was in fact the 
architecture of Warsaw, a city where heavy, drab 
Stalinist architecture meets post-modern, capitalist steel 
and glass skyscrapers. 
 A study of German culture, prior to and during the 
Hitler regime helps us to understand the Nazi 
Weltanschauung, (world-view), exposing the breadth of 
the German racist worldview in a wide variety of fields.  
For example, the threat of Jewishness was addressed 
within the context of the popular notion - pre-dating the 
Nazi era – that music was the voice of the soul and that 
Germany was the musical nation par excellence, or the 
German conviction that they had a close relationship 
with nature which required a particular form of garden 
and landscape that symbolized their blood-and-soil 
ideology. 
 The Nazis saw themselves as the creators of a new, 
highly evolved form of civilization for Europe.  All artistic 
endeavours reveal a commonality of themes, which 
encompass a vision of world affairs, based upon an 
apocalyptic view of a confrontation between the forces 
of good and evil.  The shared vision is one of the 
German Aryan spirit threatened by the “non spirit of 
chaos and destruction”. 

NAZI CONSCIENCE 
 In an excellent study titled The Nazi Conscience, 
Claudia Koonz claims that the perpetrators of the 
Holocaust had a powerful sense of right and wrong, 
based on civic values that exalted the moral 
righteousness of the ethnic community and denounced 
outsiders.  Four underlying assumptions defined Nazi 
conscience.   
 The first assumption was that the life of a Volk, 
(romanticized nation of the German nation), is like an 
organism and that to survive, that organism had to 
struggle for its very existence against degeneration and 
ultimate extinction.  Thus the Jews, through a pseudo-
biological understanding of race, were a nefarious race 
that sapped the vigour and health of other human races, 
causing their degeneration in the evolutionary course of 
events.  Therefore the Jews had to be eradicated. 
 The second assumption in the Nazi conscience was 
that every community develops the values appropriate 
to its nature and to the environment within which it 
evolves.  Values are relative, contingent upon time and 

Bernard Korbman 

 



5 

DEAKIN UNIVERSITY’S GRADUATE CERTIFICATE OF 
HOLOCAUST STUDIES 
By Pam Maclean 

 Deakin University has recognized growing public 
interest in the study of the Holocaust with the 
introduction of a Graduate Certificate of Holocaust 
Studies in 2006.  With the valuable assistance of 
sponsorship from the Jewish Holocaust Museum and 
Research Centre in Melbourne the program enables 
students enrolled anywhere in the world to study the 
Holocaust. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The idea for a Graduate Certificate was shown after 
many of her students asked about opportunities to learn 
more about the Holocaust after their initial study.  The 
enthusiastic support of the Holocaust Centre has been 
instrumental in enabling the idea for the program to be 
realized. 
 Although the Graduate Certificate will give students 
who have previously studied the Holocaust an 
opportunity to further their interest, graduates from any 
area are most welcome to enroll.  No previous 
knowledge of the Holocaust is assumed.  The Graduate 
Certificate is aimed at those who have either a 
vocational or academic interest in Holocaust studies. 
  To complete the Graduate Certificate students will 
undertake a year’s part-time study, taking two subjects 

in first semester and two in second semester.  Two 
compulsory subjects are offered in the first semester.  
The first, The Holocaust: From anti-Semitism to 
extermination, surveys the historical development of the 
Holocaust, focusing on issues of historical debate.  The 
second, The Holocaust: The experience of the victims 
examines how and whether victims responded to the 
Holocaust.  Of particular interest here are the 
testimonies of Holocaust survivors, and the Centre 
holds a world-class collection of these. 
 In second semester students can choose two or 
three units – Genocide, Teaching the Holocaust and an 
Internship.  To complete the Internship, students 
complete a supervised project while based at an 
organization or institution concerned with the 
Holocaust. 
 Although the Graduate Certificate is available 
through Deakin University’s renowned off-campus study 
program only, two weekend classes will be held each 
semester in the core units.  It is anticipated that these 
classes will take place at the Holocaust Centre itself.  
Centre staff and volunteers have offered their expertise 
to support students.  While weekend seminars are not 
compulsory, interested students will be able to share 
their experiences with each other, meet teaching staff 
and gain help from the Holocaust Centre staff.  Printed 
study guides, readers and online support mean that 
students can combine study with other commitments. 
 Pam Maclean, Senior Lecturer in history, 
Faculty of Arts, Deakin University, is 
the program's director. Further details: 5227 
2580 or 5222 1127. 

Pam Maclean 

killing German Jews in the same manner, especially if it is 
done by Eastern Europeans of lesser culture. 
 “I certainly am hard and ready to help solve the 
Jewish question; but people who come from our cultural 
sphere are quite different, I submit from the native 
brutish hordes.  Is the slaughtering to be entrusted to 
the Lithuanians and Letts who are looked askance here 
by the population too?  I shouldn’t be able to do so.  I 
ask you, in consideration for the respect for our Reich 
and our Party, to issue in this matter unequivocal 
instructions which will bring about the necessary effect 
in the most humane form.”  (Quoted from Weinreich’s 
Hitler’s Professors) 
 Nazi culture with its specific worldview, offered all 
ethnic German’s a comprehensive system of meaning 
that was transmitted through powerful symbols and 
renewed in communal celebrations.  It told them how to 
differentiate between friend and enemy, true believer 
and heretic, Jew and non-Jew.  It sanctified “blood” and 
the Volk, but in contrast to covenants guaranteeing 
universal rights to all people, Nazi culture was 
constructed on the mantra: “Not every being with a 
human face is human.”  

is conjoined with the base-metaphor of rootedness, 
whereby all that seems vital in life is considered as 
growing from the ground.  For the Nazis, the opposite 
of rooted in the ground was rootlessness, which they 
associated with Jews, Roma and Sinti. 
 For the Nazi art establishment, avant-garde 
architecture lacked being bound to the earth and avant-
garde art, known as “degenerate art”, (a title that 
suggests the organic degeneration of the germ of life), by 
the abandonment of a recognizable subject matter, or 
the distortion of the natural world, especially the human 
body, abandoned the strong base-metaphor of Nazi 
culture.  In fact to use the Nazi vocabulary, this art was 
representative of a soulless age, of a spirit foreign to the 
German essence and of a materialistic and international 
worldview that was of course, Jewish and Bolshevist. 
 In trying to understand the Nazi psyche, it is 
interesting to note the need for Nazi leaders to reassure 
themselves that their murderous behaviour did not 
compromise their self-image as members of a cultured 
society.  A “top secret” letter from the commissar 
general of Minsk to the Reich commissar for the Ostland 
illustrates the point.  The writer is certainly amenable to 
slaughtering Jews but feels almost squeamish about 
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JOURNALISTS IN CENTRE VISITS AND DISCUSSIONS 

interest in all aspects of the Holocaust and particularly 
its relevance in so many ways to today.    
 "It is vital that we communicate the message of the 
Holocaust and our role in it, and our mission to combat 
all forms of racism, hatred and prejudice and foster 
understanding among all sections of the Australian 
community, especially in these uncertain and violent 
times," he added.  "Education at all levels is a must and 
we are certainly pursuing this aim in a diversity of ways 
at the Centre and wider community." 
 The journalists agreed that it had been a informative 
part of their training and especially useful for any future 
articles about the Centre, Holocaust and allied matters. 

 As part of their training, a group of Age and Business 
Review Weekly journalists spent two hours gaining an 
insight into the Holocaust and workings of the Centre in 
October. 
 With Age journalists' training executive, Jacqui 
Chang, the journalists discussed the Holocaust with 
Bernard Korbman, Director of Education and Research, 
guide Kitia Altman, Bill Anderson and Stan Marks and 
saw over the permanent exhibition. 
 Jacqui Chang said it was important that the young 
journalists knew about the Holocaust and Nazi era and 
all aspects of the Centre and who to contact for 
information for articles.  It was an important part of 
their training and knowledge of the community. 
 The journalists asked many pertinent questions 
about the Holocaust, including the whole matter 
of survival, guilt and evil and the relevance of the Nazi 
era to today's world and its problems, including acts of 
violence and various laws to counter 
potential terrorism.  The great importance of the 
message of the Holocaust for being vigilant on many 
levels was emphasised. 
 The visit followed a recent media seminar, held at 
the Centre, at which journalists from various journals 
exchanged ideas with Centre personnel, including 
guides. 
 Shmuel Rosenkranz, Centre's President, described 
both events as being of major community importance 
and indicated the ever-growing local and international 

Journalists at the Centre: from left, Dewi Cooke, Jacqui 
Chang, Amita Tandukar, Guide Kitia Altman and Jane 
Halroyd. 

LA MAMA PLAY ABOUT CENTRE GUIDES & EICHMANN 
 

and moral questions that surround its subject. 
 Playwright, Neil Cole, answered the following 
questions for Centre News: 
How did you come to write play? 
 It grew out of a discussion with my eldest son 
Eamon, 14 then, who had played volleyball against a 
Jewish school.  They had guards watching over the 
youngsters.  My son didn't want to go back again.  I 
began explaining anti-Semitism/persecution of the Jews/
the war and felt that we needed to talk about it.  
The motivation? 
 Initially to educate people about anti-Semitism and 
the Holocaust. 
How you went about researching it? 
I had a reasonable knowledge of the topic.  I bought a 
lot of books/went to library's spending three months 
researching it before I even sat down at the computer. 
How and why you chose Kitia and Arnold? 
 Kitia and Arnold were both chosen at random.  I 
rang up Bernard Korbman at the Holocaust Museum, 
having already discussed the project with him, and said I 
would like to speak to people who had lived through the 
Holocaust and who would help me understand it better.  
He organised for me to meet them. 
Did they read the play before deciding you could depict 

 Two Centre survivor guides are featured in a play 
which was staged at La Mama Theatre in October-
November. 

 Written by lawyer and former MP Neil Cole, the 
play "The Trial Of Adolph Eichmann" is interspersed 
with narratives based on well-known guides Kitia Altman 
and Arnold Erlanger.  Described by “The Age” as a 
skilled dramatisation of the trial, Marcella Russo as Kitia 
Altman is seen as Eichmann's interlocutor, searching for 
any indication of his having a conscience.  “The Age” 
added that it attempted to examine the profound legal 

Arnold Erlanger, Kitia Altman & playwright, Neil 
Cole. 
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“Six million were wiped off the face of the earth.  
There is a danger that they will be annihilated from our memories.  

Are they doomed to a two-fold annihilation?”  
 

Abraham Joshua Heschel 

their stories and to know them one can only ask why 
would anyone want to do this to them?  The lessons for 
history are about humanity or inhumanity.   
Have we learnt?  Are we learning? 
Sometimes we have sometimes we haven't! 
Any other relevant details? 
 One of the reasons for writing the play was to 
expose the Wannsee Conference.  Including that half of 
the people there had PhDs and one in theology (plus 
post doctoral work in the United States) yet none of 
them objected.  It is the educated/the learned who 
presided over the attempt to destroy the Jewish people.  
The educated and the learned, so-called in our society, 
may not be the spokespersons/violent or even overtly 
involved in discrimination against people but they are 
there.  Education does not give enlightenment, it seems 
to reinforce with knowledge pre-existing prejudices. 
 Most important of all for me was the Wannsee 
Conference, the culmination of 2000 years of 
persecution including pogroms and discrimination, was 
that it was decided to eliminate 11 million Jews.  After 
that, one would have to throw up his or her hands and 
say "where can I go?"  and the answer is, of course, the 
State of Israel.  Israel has religious significance, though 
not to me, it is a product of the Holocaust and the 
physical reality that people had nowhere to go.  That 
people needed a place of their own.  
 Neil Cole was a lawyer for seven years, a member of 
parliament for 11 and a researcher at the Mental Health 
Research Institute for five years.  He is now a Senior 
Research Fellow with the Alfred Psychiatric Research 
Centre.  This is his seventh produced play.  “The 
Admiral" will be staged next year at the Court House. 
 Kitia Altman praised the play, and all concerned with 
its production.  She said it showed Eichmann as a little 
man, obeying orders, and, above all, indicated issues that 
are relevant for today, including responsibility, humanity 
and choices.  It was a well written play, with the 
emphasis on the characters, on the actors  who  were 
extraordinary. 
 "It really makes you think," Kitia added. 
 Arnold Erlanger said it was quite an experience and 
very well produced and congratulated all concerned. 

them? 
 They came to the initial reading in March and made 
lots of comments.  They never objected to being 
depicted in the play.  They, of course, became the 
reason and purpose of the play, namely their stories and 
their humanity.  
Did you send it to other theatres? 
 No. 
What were any problems in writing the play?  In the 
characterisations, the depiction of Eichmann, getting the 
"message" across? 
 Depicting Eichmann was the most difficult thing of all 
in the play.  Hanna Arendt established the term "the 
banality of evil".  Every intellectual or pseudo-intellectual 
quotes her because she in fact is one of the few writers 
of Eichmann's history.  Her book is a great book.  
However, I have to strongly disagree with her and 
wanted to depict, in part, that in the play.  That evil is 
not banal at all, it is in the case of Eichmann, anything 
but banal.  Rather it was lacking totally in humanity 
because like most criminals doing bad things they believe 
they are going to get away with it.  
 For those who suggest he was "banal" haven't, at the 
very least, read of his efforts in Hungary where he 
violated the orders given by Himmler to carry out the 
transportation to the death camps.  I don't believe many 
Jews or any one else other than Hannah Arendt believed 
Eichmann was banal.  It sounds really good, and it's a 
great justification for inertia and evil.  But it is not true 
of Eichmann.  The fact that even today people believe it 
is not only a disservice to those who lost their lives at 
his hands, but also, I wonder, what hope is their for 
humanity if one believes that one can hide behind the 
cloak of bureaucracy to explain immoral, inefficient or 
even totally inappropriate behaviour.    
The play's relevance for today? 
 The Holocaust is always relevant.  What came out of 
it and the need to remind people of just what did. 
Audience reaction? 
 The reaction has been excellent. 
What overall feelings do you have about the Holocaust, 
Nazis and the lessons for history? 
 My feelings are always the same "how could this 
happen".  To meet people like Kitia and Arnold, to hear 

 
TESTIMONIES RESEARCH 
 

Lee Liberman and Shmuel Rosenkranz during Lee's visit to 
Centre. Mr. Rosenkranz, Centre's President, said Mrs. 
Liberman had shown great interest in the Centre and had 
made a substantial donation to the joint effort between 
the Centre and Shoah Foundation, which will result in 
testimonies by Australian survivors being made available  
for research. 
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Don’t miss the chance to become a  

‘Partner in Remembrance’  
through the Jewish Holocaust Centre Foundation.  Join with Steven Spielberg,  
one of the Foundation’s Patrons, and ensure the on-going success of the JHC. 

 

Three levels are available and are payable over five years.   
All donations are fully tax deductible 

 

Gold Partner $18,000 
Silver Partner     $10,000 
Bronze Partner $  5,000 

 

Each ‘Partner in Remembrance’ will be acknowledged.  
 

Further details available from Helen Mahemoff, Chair of the Foundation 
 

 9822 8080 or 0417 323 595 

HISTORIC WORLD HOLOCAUST COMMEMORATION DAY 

 Perhaps the key to acknowledging this January 27 
commemoration day is best summed up by Laurence 
Rees in his book "Auschwitz, The Nazis and the Final 
Solution". 
 He writes, "By their crime the Nazis brought into 
the world an awareness of what educated, 
technologically advanced human beings can do, as long as 
they possess a cold heart.  Once allowed into the world, 
knowledge of what they did must not be unlearnt.  It lies 
there - ugly, inert, waiting to be rediscovered by each 
new generation.  A warning for us, and those who will 
come after." 
 Hopefully, the world today and future generations 
will heed this warning. 

 A historic resolution to acknowledge January 27 as 
Holocaust Commemoration Day has been accepted by 
more than 100 members of the United Nations.  
 Introduced by Israel, the resolution seeks all nations 
to reject any full of partial denial of the Holocaust and 
condemn all manifestations of religious intolerance, 
incitement, harassment or violence against communities 
based on ethnic origin or religious belief, wherever they 
occur. 
 The Resolution requests the Secretary-General to 
establish a programme of outreach on the subject of the 
"Holocaust and the United Nations" as well as measures 
to mobilize civil society for Holocaust remembrance and 
education.  It also requests the Secretary General to 
report to the General Assembly on the establishment of 
this programme within six months and again three years 
from now. 
 Silvan Shalom, Israel's Foreign Minister, described the 
expected approval of the resolution as a significant step 
towards the war on anti-Semitism, in the 
commemoration of the Holocaust and in advancing 
Israel's international status. 
 Gunter Pleuger, Germany's UN Ambassador, said 
that at a time when the past personal witnesses of the 
Holocaust were dying, it was especially important to find 
new ways to keep the fate of the victims alive in the 
world's memory and to not stop asking how such crimes 
could ever be committed. 
 On January 27, 1945 Red Army soldiers arrived in 
Auschwitz. 

United Nations General Assembly 

HITLER. MAN OF YEAR 1938 
sections of the politically immature German people for a 
strong, masterful leadership.... Meanwhile. Germany has 
become a nation of uniforms, goose-stepping to Hitler's 
tune, where boys of 10 are taught to throw hand 
grenades, where women are regarded as being 
machines." 

 Adolph Hitler was internationally renowned Time 
magazine's “Man of The Year” in 1938.  In announcing 
the award, Time wrote of his coming to power. 
 "The situation which gave rise to this demagogic 
ignorant, despotic movement was inherent in the 
German Republic's birth, and in the craving of large 
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CHILD SURVIVOR MIRKA MORA AT CENTRE 

which I must admit was, at times, a little too much for 
some older Melbournians all those years ago. 
  “When I wrote an in-depth article for “Panorama” 
magazine, in the 1980s, I asked Mirka for her secret to 
life and, above all, just what was at the heart of her 
artistic drive and unbelievable zest for life.  She paused 
and then replied: ‘I think it’s because I have a light at the 
end of my finger… it’s here,’ she added, raising her 
hand.  ‘A little eye watching, observing, discovering, 
interpreting and utilizing my findings.  Call it magic, if you 
wish, but it’s a light.  It also helps with looking at people, 
seeing each individual, trying to understand who and 
what they are from the light.’  I think, whatever it is, it is 
still working overtime and I, for one, hope it continues 
for many years to come. 
 “Thank you Mirka for what you have given 
Melbourne, and sharing your experiences with us 
tonight.  I am sure, it reveals to many people another 
unknown side of the Parisienne who spread her charm 
and artistry across the Yarra and into people’s lives. 
 “And helps us to remember the million and a half 
children who perished in the Holocaust, and those 
remarkable children who survived after horrendous 
experiences – the child survivors, some of whom are 
here tonight.  Thank you, Mirka, mon ami.” 

 Well known artist Mirka Mora held more than 120 
people fascinated as she spoke at the Holocaust Centre 
in September, at an evening arranged by the Child 
Survivors of the Holocaust. 
 In an hour-long talk, followed by wide-ranging 
questions, Mirka spoke about her experiences as a child 
during WWII, coming to Melbourne, her highly held 
paintings and life in general.  The “secrets” to what go 
towards making the engaging life of Mirka Mora and her 
talented family.  From France to Melbourne, the 
restaurants the Mora family began, their involvement 
and stimulation of the local art world and the absorbing 
men and women who were part of the Mora’s world, 
including many of the past and present leading artists.  It 
was a rare and delightful insight into the world of Mirka 
Mora. 
 Henri Korn introduced Mirka and Stan Marks, who 
had written one of the first (if not the first) featured 
articles about Mirka, thanked her. 
 Stan Marks said, “To me, Mirka has always remained 
Mirka, the same vivacious, engaging and elfin-like 
cosmopolitan Parisian I interviewed all those years ago. 
 “In those early days Mirka and her husband George 
Mora ran a ground breaking restaurant that became the 
hub of Melbourne’s artistic life for many years.  I spent 
some memorable times there with artists who became 
household names locally and internationally. 
 “Over the years Mirka has told me how her early 
childhood experiences, of which you have heard 
something tonight, and how it reacted on her life.  But 
she didn’t really speak very much about those war years.  
Tonight has been an insight into another aspect of Mirka 
Mora’s life. 
 “I feel those war years influenced her approach to 
life in many critical ways, including her policy, I believe, 
of not taking herself over seriously, of living for today 
and savouring the moment, after all, except for the self-
styled immortals among us, none of us will get out of it 
alive, anyhow.   
 “Many students have told me they liked Mirka and 
her classes not only for her creativity but her frankness, 

Mirka Mora and Bernadette Gore 

NAZI PROPAGANDA POSTCARDS 

extermination camps.  As a result people often found it 
impossible to distinguish truth from fiction. 
 Propaganda postcards became a powerful weapon in 
Hitler’s fight for the mind of mankind. 

 The Holocaust Centre has been displaying examples 
of Nazi propaganda, used widely not only to keep the 
truth from the German people, but to keep their spirits 
up even when Germany faced defeat. 
 People wanted to hear good news and received it, 
even when it didn’t exist. 
 After Hitler came to power, Nazi propaganda was 
tightly controlled by a special department headed under 
Dr. Josef Goebbels. 
 The Centre shows how the Nazis used postcards as 
a cheap and vivid way of getting the message across to 
great numbers of people. 
 The variety of Nazi postcards was enormous – 
celebrating Hitler’s birthdays, German victories, praising 
the army and blinding people to the reality of the 
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VALE SIMON WIESENTHAL A LIFE DEDICATED TO 
JUSTICE 

 Wiesenthal worked with 
great energy and persistence and 
won a reputation as the most 
famous of the ‘Nazi-hunters,’ 
credited with the capture of 
1100 war criminals including 
Franz Stangl, the commandant of 
the extermination camp at 
Treblinka, Hermine Braunsteiner 
of Majdanek, and SS officer 
Joseph Silberbauer, who had 
arrested the Frank family in Amsterdam in 1944.  A 
branch of his Vienna office documented the activities of 
right-wing groups and neo-Nazi organisations.  
 A figure of hate for Nazi criminals and neo-Nazis, 
large sums were offered for his murder.  In 1982 a 
firebomb exploded outside his home in Vienna – 
thereafter he lived under police guard.  
     Wiesenthal was not without his critics.  Some 
questioned his accuracy.  His defence of Kurt Waldheim, 
President of Austria and former Secretary-General of 
the United Nations, led to clashes with the World 
Jewish Congress.  
     Critical views were dwarfed by the praise and 
honors accorded Wiesenthal in the last decades of his 
life.  In 1977 a major Holocaust education and research 
centre was named in his honour in Los Angeles.  In 1980 
he was awarded the United States Congress Gold Medal 
of Honour, in 1986 the French Legion of Honor and in 
2004 he was made an honorary Knight Commander of 
the Order of the British Empire in recognition of a 
‘lifetime of service to humanity.’ 
 Following his death, Council of Europe chairman 
Terry Davis stated that ‘without Simon Wiesenthal's 
relentless effort to find Nazi criminals and bring them to 
justice, and to fight anti-Semitism and prejudice, Europe 
would never have succeeded in healing its wounds and 
reconciling itself... He was a soldier of justice, which is 
indispensable to our freedom, stability and peace.’ 
 The Chairman of the Yad Vashem Directorate, 
Avner Shalev expressed “deep appreciation for 
Wiesenthal's activities, on behalf of the Jewish People,” 
and said his contributions should be recognized world-
wide.  Wiesenthal was ‘the world’s conscience, 
determined to document the full extent of Nazi war 
crimes, and hold those responsible accountable for their 
actions.’ 
 Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder of the Simon Wiesenthal 
Center in Los Angeles, declared that Wiesenthal’s 
“greatest accomplishment was that he showed the 
world what one person determined to do the right thing 
can accomplish.” 
 In his book Justice, Not Vengeance, Wiesenthal had 
written: “Survival is a privilege which entails obligations.  
I am forever asking myself what I can do for those who 
have not survived. 
 The answer I have found for myself (and which need 
not necessarily be the answer for every survivor) is: “I 
want to be their mouthpiece, I want to keep their 
memory alive, to make sure the dead live on in that 
memory.” 

 

 Simon Wiesenthal, the famous Nazi hunter 
who helped track down more than 1,100 Nazis, 
died in September, aged 96.  His life’s 
unrelenting pursuit of Nazis became the material 
of books and films.  He was included in Frederick 
Forsyth’s novel “The Odessa File” and Ira Levin 
into his “Boys from Brazil”.  Bills were 
introduced into the US Senate and House of 
Representatives marking his death.  Charles 
Waxman said, “In his pursuit of justice, he 
honoured the memory of Nazi victims and 
inspired world leaders and individuals to fight 
anti-Semitism and intolerance.” 
 The Holocaust Centre marked Wiesenthal’s 
death with a special commemoration ceremony 
in December.   
 Professor Andrew Markus wrote the following 
about his life.  
 Simon Wiesenthal was buried in Herzliya.  
Wiesenthal had retired two years earlier, with the 
announcement that he had found the mass murderers 
he had been looking for: “I have survived them all. If 
there were any left, they'd be too old and weak to stand 
trial today.  My work is done.” 
 Simon Wiesenthal was born in 1908 in Galicia, then 
part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  Raised in a 
middle class family, he studied architectural engineering 
at the Technical University of Prague, graduating in 
1932.  
 In the first stage of the war, until June 1941, he lived 
in Lwow under Russian occupation.  Following the 
German invasion he was arrested and survived 12 
concentration and labour camps, including Janowska, 
Plaszow, Buchenwald and Mauthausen.  At the time of 
his liberation, on 5 May 1945 by American forces, he 
weighed less than 45 kilograms.  His wife Cyla, from 
whom he was separated by the war in 1943, also 
survived, under a false identity papers.  Together they 
lost 89 relatives in the Holocaust. 
 After the war Wiesenthal dedicated his life to 
bringing Nazi criminals to justice. Initially he worked for 
the United States War Crimes department.  In 1947, 
with 30 volunteers he established the Jewish Historical 
Documentation Centre in Linz (Austria).  For lack of 
support the Centre was closed in 1954, with most of its 
files donated to Yad Vashem.  The Documentation 
Centre was reopened in Vienna in the early 1960s, 
following the trial and execution of Adolf Eichmann.  

Simon Wiesenthal 

Professor Andrew 
Markus 
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SIXTY YEARS ON - LOOKING BACK AND AHEAD 
Award-winning author and Centre volunteer, Maria Lewitt, looks back over the last 
60 years.  

whether at home, in the school yard, or in the work 
place.   
 But, the positive aspect of the post war years is an 
ongoing dialogue between Christianity, Judaism and 
other religions.  At long last much of the world has, at 
least, theoretically, accepted the right of all not to be 
persecuted because of the colour of their skin, religion, 
tradition and culture, language and customs.  Every 
country supposedly is aiming for democracy, few have 
realised that the road to democracy is difficult and long - 
not instant. 
 And, yes, over this period we have been allowed to 
talk about what had happened to our people during the 
war.  The Holocaust is on the curriculum of many 
schools world-wide.  Holocaust Museums are open to 
the public in many lands, including Europe, America, 
Japan, Israel and Australia.  
 Here in Melbourne the Holocaust Museum started 
as the dream of a handful of leftovers of European Jews 
to become a viable, well respected educational 
institution.  The Holocaust Museum and Research 
Centre is planning for the future.  Computers are never 
still.  The Centre is cooperating with universities, 
schools and research students throughout the world.  It 
is run by the Executive and a number of 
departments.  The hub of the Centre is the Museum 
open to the public six days per week.  

CHILDREN OF HOLOCAUST       
 Throughout these years, the Holocaust survivors 
have been assisted by the children of the Holocaust, in 
turn by their children, and by the non-Jewish students, 
who believe how important it is to communicate to the 
new generation the danger of the regime ruled by the 
mad extremists.  
 Over the last 20 years  more than 360,000 students 
have visited us, as well as representatives of the 
Australian Government, the Armed Forces, politicians, 
members of the Police Force, Fire Brigades, Diplomats, 
Nurses, Carers, including a growing number of the 
public from  every ethnic background of the Australian 
population at large.     
 Our aim is not to constantly remind the young and 
not so young of our suffering during the war but to 
make them realise that what was most shameful in 
human history was that the organised extinction of 
6,000,000 European Jews was committed by the 
legitimate, well respected government of the Third 
Reich.  Our aim is to make our younger generation 
aware of the mute acceptance of the crimes which had 
been committed on Jews and non-Jews not only in 
concentration and extermination camps, but throughout 
German occupied Europe.  
 Our youth are the voters of tomorrow.  They must 
learn how to respect each other, how to communicate 
and to guard themselves against extremist.   
 What was destroyed in a matter of a few years of 
the war, takes generations to rebuild, even longer to 
regain trust in the future and humanity.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sixty years on, which means over 21,900 days, 
or more than 525,900 hours. 
 Scattered throughout Europe, we, the Holocaust 
survivors, were desperately searching for a new place to 
live.  There were not many countries ready to let us 
in.  Those who were allowed to settle in Australia have 
considered themselves lucky till this day.  
    On arrival we were assisted by welfare societies.  We 
were welcomed and offered endless advice, mainly to 
forget what had happened to us and our people during 
the war.  No one wanted to know.  The past was the 
past.  There was a bright, new future in front of us.  We 
started to work.  Work was easily available in post-war 
Australia, though not necessarily in fields we were 
familiar with.  Apart from new skills, we had to learn a 
new language, and how to keep to the left side of the 
road, and how to leave money in front of our dwellings 
for bread or milk delivery men.   
 Our wages were the same as for any other workers 
though paid in a strange currency; it was more than 
enough to live on.  Given the opportunity we worked 
like people possessed because we were in a hurry to 
catch up with all that Australia was offering us.  A fridge, 
a house, a car, and perhaps some free time to stop to 
look at the Australian bush, at her beaches with roaring 
waves.  And her high, high sky. 
 Over the years we built a new life for ourselves and 
our families.  We did it without any psychological 
assistance.   We, the pitiful leftovers of European Jewry. 
 Our children, and their children, were living normal 
lives, with normal joys and tragedies and 
worries.  Graduating from schools, universities, gaining 
confidence and skills, falling in love, falling out of 
love.  Worrying about the world, what to wear, what 
diet to keep.  They live in a different world.  They travel, 
they play sport and are passionate followers of their 
football teams.  
 The map of the world has been changing since time 
immemorial.  We have been living through an enormous 
development of technology; but we are not necessarily 
more understanding or better.  Over these 60 years we 
have been offered instant news through the 
media.  Television flashes at us instantaneous images of 
every possible disaster taking place at any given 
moment.  Not even one part of the world has been 
spared either declared or undeclared war. 
 There is a lot of hate among various 
nations.  Entering the 21st Century, we haven't learned 
as yet how to be less hypocritical and more tolerant, 
not to be afraid of an open dialogue, and to stop fighting, 

Maria Lewitt 
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JOIN THE FRIENDS AND SUPPORT THE DIVERSE PROGRAM OF EVENTS FOR 2006  
SINGLE $ 25.00 FAMILY $ 45.00 SINGLE CONCESSION $15.00 

CONTACT SILVANA TEL:  9528 1985 

MEYER BURSTON SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS    
 

 He was overseas doing 
post-graduate studies when the 
scholarships were awarded at a 
ceremony at the Holocaust 
Centre in October. 
 Applicants for the 
scholarships must demonstrate 
their support and commitment 
to the Holocaust Centre.  They 
are an excellent opportunity for 
teachers or  post-graduate 
candidates to pursue their 
interests in Holocaust studies. 
 The scholarships can be awarded in various 
categories:.  
• To support an educational program by a teacher, 

tertiary or post-graduate candidate to study the 
Holocaust in view of promoting, developing and 
improving knowledge and understanding of the 
Holocaust. 

• To research an aspect of the Holocaust the 
candidate could attend Holocaust museums, 
conferences or seminars locally, nationally or 
internationally.  They must be able to demonstrate 
its relevance to the Holocaust Museum and 
Research Centre. 

• To support participation in the March of the Living 
study tour of Poland and Israel. 

 Applicants are required to fill out the application 
form and submit a curriculum vitae outlining their 
academic record and other relevant personal details and 
the names of three referees.  They must detail their 
plans for the use of the scholarship and the ways in 
which it will benefit the Holocaust Centre. 
 The scholarships are awarded in honour of the 
Centre's late Hon. Director Meyer Burston, a tireless 
Centre worker, including in fund raising. 
 For further details, contact Lyla Burston at (03) 0402 
985 137. 

 Lucy Howell ($2,000) and Ithamar Jotkowitz ($1,000) 
have been awarded the Meyer Burston Scholarships for 
2005.   
 Lucy, 22, is studying Jewish and Holocaust history, as 
part of her Arts degree at Melbourne University.  She 
has been a dedicated volunteer in the Centre's 
Testimonies’ Department for many years.  She first 
visited the Centre as a student of St Catherine's  
School.  She said she wanted to learn more about all 
aspects of the Holocaust and what it means today and 
what we can all learn from it. 
 Lucy's scholarship, awarded by the Friends of the 
Holocaust Centre as part of their commitment to 
supporting the Centre's activities, will enable her to 
research the impact and knowledge of the Holocaust in 
diverse non-Jewish country areas and interstate.  As a 
non-Jew, Lucy's aims are in keeping with the Centre's 
Mission Statement which aims to combat anti-Semitism, 
racism and prejudice in the community and foster 
greater understanding between people. 
 Ithamar Jotkowitz, 26, was educated at Yavneh 
College, and later gained a Bachelor of Physiotherapy 
degree.  He is an active member of Bnei Akiva Youth 
Movement and in the last two years taken part in the 
March of the Living as a Madrich.  

Lucy Howell with Myer Burston's grandson, 
Alex, and daughter, Lyla. 

Ithamar Jotkowitz 

 

PRIZE NAME TICKET NO. 
1 H. Jacobs 0817 
2 N & A Green 24451 
3 V & J Pack 18030 
4 D Freedman 24743 
5 G Hoenig 24942 
6 S Ehrenreich 23947 
7 L & M Shnider 1747 
8 L Woolf 8242 
9 A Preston 12918 
10 R Pless 19054 
11 E.Cukier 3316 
12 L & S Grinwald 17198 

RAFFLE RESULTS DRAWN ON 17 OCTOBER 2005 
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MARCHING TOWARDS THE LIGHT 
 

 The literature, the boards emphasised the Polish 
nationalists murdered, a Polish tragedy.  I kept thinking 
of Jews, what about the Jews?  What about the whole 
story of this global racial atrocity.  In a mellow, golden 
light trees they'd planted shone iridescent green.  The 
rough-brick barracks looked not unlike trendy inner-city 
warehouses.  Too rustic. 

IMAGINING FIRING SQUADS 
 It was hard to imagine the firing squads, victims 
against that courtyard wall.  It was almost dusk, after 
official lock-up time when I got to the gas chamber, the 
Nazis' prototype.  I was alone, with a bare bulb.  Alone 
with the agony of lives ending, alone without the 
tourists.  In this dank, concrete hole, the cold clammy 
atmosphere seeped a sudden disquiet from my brain, 
into my backbone and into my guts. 
 Hollow, cold and sickening.  
 Next door were ovens.  Still, silent but behind my 
closed eyes, busy, liberated men stripes showing the 
cameras.  Imagination?  No, the Soviet film rolled in my 
memory.  A dusk fog was descending across vast rail 
yards, with dilapidated concrete signal boxes, by the 
time I walked back to the station. 
 Oswiecim is a big town, 60km from Krakow, so 
trains would be passing that way all the time.  Wrong.  It 
was 11 pm before a connection arrived to the drab mill 
town up the line, another hour waiting there.  Standing 
on dark, deserted and cold railway platforms, the rusted 
coal wagons and silent rail motors evoked convoys of 
cattle tracks packed with human cargo, sitting on sidings, 
long ago.  This was a junction to nearby Birkenau. 
 I contacted the Melbourne Shoah group next humid 
afternoon in the old Krakow area of Kazimierz, once a 
home to 70,000 Jewish people.  It was again a home to 
thousands, only in this week of pride.  Pauline Rockman, 
in charge of the AMOTL, lay feeling ill on a hotel bed, 
splitting headache, lost luggage, trying to explain the 
program to me.  Her group's friendly curiosity my way 
embarrassed me, but helped in familiarizing myself with 
them, to be able to zero in on those who would most 
interest my editors.  Yes, THE STORY. 
 Their warm co-operation was unexpected in a job 
where suspicion of motives is a norm, but these were 
people on a mission, an emotional mission they wanted 
told to people at home.  It was clearly a troubling 
concept for many, a burden of family and history so 
profound that only those inside a Jewish culture may 
fully feel the pain.  But the most remarkable were the 
few survivors, Adrian Trytell, John Chaskiel and Alice 
Halasz, returning with their children or grandchildren.  
The Jewish way, they told me. 
 Adrian was among those most tormented by how 
much of the dowdy Poland of his youth survived, the 
drab buildings of his home village and the anti-Semitism.  
He strived to be fair to Polish hospitality, mindful of the 
many Polish heroes who helped the Jews.  But too often 
comments and indications from locals fed a gnawing 
suspicion this nation's anti-Semitic attitude had been 
frozen during decades of communist tyranny.  Adrian 

 Senior Herald Sun reporter Neil Wilson 
writes a special " A Reporter's Notebook"  for 
Centre News.  

 The town of Oswiecim can still be reached by rail, 
though for scenery and peace of mind it may be better 
for pilgrims to use the roads. 
 A few days before Jews from across the world 
reclaimed this town, forever damned under its German 
name of Auschwitz, I paid a visit to its prime 
``attraction'', the vast death camp complex.  The 
justification was work, as a Herald Sun journalist, 
scouting around the area where two Australian groups - 
juniors and adults -would meet to join the March of the 
Living.  It was my first sight of a Nazi-era camp, despite 
years of European vacation opportunities to join the 
summer crowds visiting such locations. 
 The day-trip to Dachau during an interlude in the 
Munich Beer festival had never appealed, an afternoon of 
hand-wringing, tutt-tutting and a few tears before getting 
back to the beer halls. I'd never needed it.  I knew this 
story was real.  I'd sat through enough documentaries, 
read enough disturbing books and thought deeply 
enough not to ever feel any need to take curiosity snaps 
of this barbarous pit of the human journey.   
Like a funeral, don't go there unless you have to.  
Modern man's funeral.  Just don't go there.  So now I 
could justify it by work, an assignment I had cajoled and 
conspired to add to the Herald Sun's 2005 Gallipoli 
coverage.  It was a sunny day, the train clattering 
through the God-awful, scarred, polluted industrial 
wasteland of southern Poland.  Ugly, stained villages of 
people who still looked dirt poor 15 years after the wall 
came down.  But the Auschwitz camp on a late spring 
afternoon had been transformed by the Poles into a 
dreamy, tranquil scene.  Tourists were indeed taking 
happy snaps by the Arbeit Macht Frei (Work Makes You 
Free) sign.  Chattering indifferently.  Inside these barrack 
buildings, the piles of human hair, the glasses and 
artificial limbs you'd seen in the movies were still piled, 
but behind smudgy glass like a movie set.  The Jewish 
scrolls displayed like prizes, the whole scene a stilted, 
artificial display like in the Melbourne Museum of the 
1950s.  

Adrian Trytell, John Chaskiel, Alice Halasz and Neil 
Wilson at the Adult March of the Living 2005 
Reunion. 
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 Birkenau was the killing factory.  A distressing, 
sobering vastness of industrial ordinariness under rainy, 
leaden skies.  Can the sun shine here?  In two days, we 
never saw it.  Depression seeped through your sodden 
sprayjacket with the rain. 
 The group stood embracing in a circle, freezing 
dampness smudging pages of testimony.  And Alice 
stood where she saw her mother that last time, as they 
were separated, graded, their possessions taken on that 
railway siding.  Sixty-one years later she stood again on 
the sleepers, the wet tracks in front of the guardtower, 
simply telling her story with awesome courage.  This 
was the end of the line.  Perhaps the end of time itself, 
the terminus of human existence. 
 The ultimate destination of all destructive science, 
every discriminatory law, every racial taunt or petty 
piece of corruption.  Surely anyone who emerged from 
this place was long dead in spirit.  The walking dead? 
 No.  Alice Halasz was here as living proof.  One of 
six survivors on this March of the Living.  They all lived 
to bear witness, to cry but laugh, love and create new 
families too in a new, sunny land.  Such courage, grace 
and beauty of spirit to conquer evil had helped all bear 
the unbearable that wet, cold day at Birkenau.  Justin 
Kabbani spoke from the depth in his soul as a Jew, Jake 
sang and Rubin sounded the shofar, which echoed 
across the rail tracks, down through history.  The agony 
of the knowledge of what occurred here was soothed, 
the black skies pierced with that horn as a call of hope.  
I stood calmly, professionally.  Witnessing, watching the 
body language but feeling the emotion. 

 Michael Oliver kept his video going, camera clicking, 
besotted, but the viewfinder perhaps helping distance 
him from facing the trauma. Like me.  How to 
communicate this within the limits of the daily press?  
The challenge, the work and difficulty with deadlines 
across timezones saw me disappear from the group each 
evening back in Krakow.  Sleep was restless and brief. 
 By 7.30 a.m. we were on the road, an hour later 
standing in a drab service station where the men shared 
apprehensive swigs from a vodka bottle.  Potent spirits 
bolstering spirits for the coming ordeal as the living 
marched at Auschwitz. 
 John Chaskiel cracking gags, making light as taut, 
anxious faces showed this was no frolic.  Stars of David 
and Australian flags emerged defiantly, parents posing 
with sons and daughters, united in purpose as they 

was confronted by racist skinheads in his first journey to 
his family's village in 60 years. 
 This devastating experience deepened his grandson 
Justin Kabbani's voyage of self-discovery, his devout 
consciousness as a Jew.  Grandfather and grandson 
stood in the rain, in Krakow's old Jewish cemetery, 
telling their story.  And it was a relief they felt I had 
done that story some justice when technology-savvy 
Justin accessed the Herald Sun next day. 
 After the initial heat had broken, rain hung around 
for days like a depressing blanket.  I was here because 
that suffering, that pain, and the shame and the stain is 
shared by all humanity.  And with a purpose that allowed 
me to slip into my professional skin, allowing the luxury 
of a degree of detachment, yet of empathy.  I needed it, 
the objective concentration of professional gave me an 
emotional circuit-breaker.  Otherwise, the enormity of 
Auschwitz could drown me.  But none of the others on 
the bus could hide. 
 Well known Melbourne psychiatrist. Dr George 
Halasz intelligently, calmly juggled the roles of facilitator, 
counsellor - and son.  On the bus to Oswiecim, and 
Auschwitz I, he explained the deep burden successive 
generations carried and the tension, frustration it could 
illicit.  Marcia Janovic was the sergeant-major that every 
group needs to keep it somewhere near the timetable, 
while Reuben Zylberszpic was genial and unflustered as a 
logistics co-ordinator.  This was a gig the musical 
promoter was into heart and soul.  Jake Baum showed 
an intense, dignified and impressively mature leadership 
as a spiritual guide, particularly for a younger person. 
 But all of this Aussie group supported each other 
through an ordeal which, at Auschwitz I, was stressful 
for some people precisely because it was anti-climactic.  
The stress came from not confronting the reality they 
had emotionally braced themselves for but partly an 
inherent denial of the uniquely Jewish trauma the place 
carried.  The old Polish regime had turned it into a 
museum of anti-fascist martyrdom, a monument to Cold 
War ideology as much as the reality of a religious and 
racist crime which engulfed all modern humanity.  Yet 
often as not key locations - the prison cellars, the ovens 
surrounded by preying pilgrims - could unexpectedly - 
trigger emotions.  It hit Henry Jolson as he watched the 
candles flicker, inside the Auschwitz gas chamber. 

SUPPORT, EMPATHY, OPTIMISM 
 No one was left to feel alone.  Through the three 
days I spent with the group at Krakow and Auschwitz, 
there was an underlying support, empathy and optimism.  
It added depth to what I had seen among Australians at 
Gallipoli.  It was a generosity of spirit, care and concern 
for the welfare of all behind a relaxed bonhomie, which 
even embraced this gentile, somewhat an intruder.  At 
one point on the bus I was asked to talk about why the 
allies didn't bomb Auschwitz, explaining the unjustifiable. 
 That dank Wednesday afternoon that spirit of 
mateship was sorely needed when the group finally did 
confront their families' demons.  Birkenau is a vast, open 
complex, preserved mostly intact behind wire in all its 
well-planned uniformity.  Dull, drab rows of grey 
wooden barrack huts, the wreckages of the 
crematoriums blown up in 1945, the guard towers, 
concrete poles and famously stark brick entry tower 
with the railway tracks running beneath its arch. 

Australian March of the Living participants in silent 
prayer at Auschwitz-Birkenau 
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A VOLUNTEER? 
For 21 years, our volunteers 

have been the lifeblood of our museum. 

If you have the time, interest and commitment 

to become a volunteer and want to know more, contact:  

Sharona Blum on 0414 525 991 or email: 
sharonablum@yahoo.com.au 

Sharona Blum 

 George Halasz, a calming, sold binding force in the 
group, finally surrendered to his emotions as he sat, 
mourning in his mother Alice's arms.  Many loved ones 
embraced that day. Voices of Jewish strength, of reason, 
of a Christian world which recognised the evil done 
here, wise men and women spoke on the screens 
interspersed with images of the horror and those lost to 
it.  Israel's prime minister Ariel Sharon spoke with 
clarity of purpose.  Poland's president Aleksander 
Kwasniewski was dignified.  Noted author - Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Eli Wiesel was inspirational.  Humanity 
sang, it prayed. 
 Later, hundreds of Australians gathered looking 
down on crematorium three.  Saba Feniger gave her 
testimony.  Two of her granddaughters spoke for the 
future, of the lesson of the Shoah, of their responsibility.  
It got darker.  Yizkor candles were lit.  Prayers were 
sung before we all left because as free peoples we could 
leave, cherish memories of the dead yet return to our 
loved ones.  
 Later back in Krakow, Justin Kabbani saved my 
assignment, working into the early hours to transfer my 
images to his laptop then to Melbourne.  His grandfather 
Adrian Trytell brought us back a late-night dinner.  Both 
dog-tired, still giving.  My battle with Poland's snail-like 
phone lines went until dawn, but they were entitled to 
sleep, deeply and soundly. 
 When this Australian group left Auschwitz on the 
bus, I felt and sensed around me a spirit of euphoria, a 
heavy blanket of concern lifted.  They sang, each person 
knowing they had faced and courageously coped with 
their inherited trauma too profound, too personal for 
comprehension by word.  Their sing-a-long joyfully 
celebrated the victory of humanity over its darkest 
depths, and the eternal richness of their Jewish culture. 

formed up behind banners of many nations. Jews came 
together again behind barbed wire, as did their 
forefathers 60 years ago, but this time 21,000 came, sang 
and marched away from Auschwitz proudly as a free 
people.              

AUSTRALIAN CONTINGENT 
 Australia's 80 adults linked up with our Junior March 
of the Living group.  The front rows dissolved into tears 
as they embraced loved ones and teenage grandchildren 
of cherished friends back in Melbourne.  The tears of 
God, remarked John Chaskiel, looking at them then up 
into the spitting raindrops.  Saba Feniger walked in a 
family group with her three grand-daughters Leonora, 
Tammy and Keren, down a treelined road, past dowdy 
factories, over the rail bridge.  Their paternal 
grandfather Frank Dobia trudged on through the 
downpour, pondering darkly how much the world had 
really learned in 60 years. 
 Another survivor, Adam Frydman, spoke of loved 
ones lost, as Jewish peoples of 30 nations snaked their 
way in a long, wet line towards the flat field and barbed 
wire bordering Birkenau.  The tower from which the SS 
barked orders to the arriving trainloads now boomed 
the names of the dead, a list that could never be 
finished. 
 It echoed through droplets down the mobile phone 
to Melbourne as I dictated a story to a colleague in our 
office.  She knew Sarah Kushinsky, whom I had just 
spoken to with her grandfather, Adam Frydman.  Defiant 
crowds converged, stopping along the muddy road for 
prayer, starting again to reclaim the killing ground.  The 
Australians assembled near big screens, sitting on 
concrete beside crematoria three, an evil pit full of 
shattered slabs of concrete. 

STUDENTS BELIEVE HOLOCAUST MIGHT NOT HAVE 
HAPPENED 

 While Holocaust books, articles, art works, films and every means of communication record the horrors of 
the Holocaust, a Swedish survey indicated the number of students who believed that "the Holocaust might not 
have happened" had risen from 26% in 1996 to 33% in 2004.  According to the latest issue of the Centre for 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, at the University of Minnesota, College of Liberal Arts magazine, this had 
occurred after seven years of very serious and high level of "tolerance teaching," including the distribution of 
more than one million books on the Holocaust by the Swedish Government.  The magazine added that in 
Germany, students complained, according to historian Jurgen Zimmerer, about "Holocaust fatigue," as the 
curriculum was not unified and repeated the basics too often.  The same thing had occurred in parts of the United 
States. 
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TAKE CARE HANDLING HEAVY LUGGAGE  
By George Halasz 
  

 Sometimes my boundaries between the past  and 
future  become blurred:  reflections  lead  me wonder 
about events from 60 years ago like those we witnessed, 
communities  gutted  by  Hitler  and  Stalin,  and  lesser 
know travellers  in  hatred  was  possible,  what  is  to 
prevent  them  being  repeated  in  the  future?  Such 
reflections  from  the  Dark  Side  come  at  a  heavy 
emotional cost.  
 On the inside, each day my reflections emerge with 
deeper  layers  of  emotional  baggage,  arriving  late, 
knocking on the door of my consciousness, long after 
my plane and I have landed.  I must open my mental 
suitcase, open myself up... to explore my packed mental 
luggage from Poland, from the Dark Side. 
 I look inside searching to see what I can find.  Some 
items are joyous memories.  I welcome them eagerly.  I 
name them with ease and pleasure.  I am eager to claim 
them as mine.  
 But those other items from the Dark Side, those bits 
and pieces, fragments, broken pieces, spilt tears staining, 
they are different.  Slowly, day by day, I try to come to 
terms with those splintered feelings, nameless, suddenly 
appearing,  fleeting,  intense  moments,  then  equally 
suddenly disappearing.  Novel they may be, yet I’m not 
ready to claim them as mine.  They seem foreign; maybe 
someone planted them in my luggage.   
 It seems we are still participating in our Adult March 
of the Living.  Our minds, no less then our bodies, are 
carrying heavy burdens even after we arrived home.  
The burden of our minds include memories that 
shocked, sights and sounds that disturbed, all those 
perceptions that we experienced as horror, revulsion, 
muted screams, unstoppable tears, sense of chaos, loss 
of control, terror or trembling, fear and helplessness.  
All these mental burdens we need to name.  Some of 
them we know, others are still emerging, not yet ready 
to make themselves fully felt.  We need to treat each of 
these pieces of mental luggage with respect and care.  

LESSONS LEARNT 
 The lessons we learn from preventing physical 
complications when we handle heavy loads can be 
applied to heavy mental loads also.  We need to keep in 
mind just how much mental burdens we carried back 
home from Poland and Israel.  Once back to Australia, 
how can we take care that we do not strain ourselves 
mentally with this load?  
 These last few months I have discovered from my 
many conversations with participants and their families 
that we need to seriously attend to this question of self-
care.  I have spoken with many participants experiencing 
sometimes severely disabling states: from overwhelming 
fatigue, interrupted sleeping, inability to concentrate, 
persistent feeling ‘out of sorts’, disconnected or 
dislocated, sad or just not quite right, feeling 
‘traumatised’ to varying degrees and a whole range of 
physical conditions, from colds, other infections to aches 
and pains.  
 We may put on a ‘brave face’ for some days or 
weeks even.  Yet eventually need to seriously take stock 

     Our  life  sometimes 
presents  paradoxes:  just 
when  everything  around, 
family,  friends,  health,  work 
seem  to  be  going  OK, 
apparently  from  nowhere 
dark feelings emerge.  Why 
does this Dark Side appear 
now?  How are we coping?  
     Its natural I suppose that I 
find myself tempted to recall 

those highpoints of the March of the Living that ‘feel 
good’.  Fortunately we are blessed with riches: Jake’s 
beckoning at Kabbalat Shabbat, for us to join with angels 
to lift the roof of the Isaac synagogue, Cracow; sharing 
precious  conversations  or  listening  quietly  to  Itzhak 
Perlman’s A Jewish Violin on the bus rides; celebrating a 
Bar Mitzvah at the Kottel on Shabbos.  I love to revisit 
these memories with joy. 
 In  contrast,  I  also  find  myself  recalling  tearful, 
turbulent  and  distressing  moments:  my  mother’s 
testimony of her mother final farewell words to her 
aunty - ‘look after my little daughter’, I will never forget 
that cold, grey, wet afternoon we huddled together in 
Birkenau; the roll-call of names the next day echoing as 
we marched; Shaya’s reliving the unbearable, suffocating 
words  in  that  cattle  wagon;  the  Dark  Side  of  the 
landscape and soundscape at Majdanek. No wonder at 
times I am tempted to become psychologically distanced 
from those overwhelming moments.  
 Over  the  years  I  have  learnt  that  my  real 
experiences demand to be connected in my life,  no 
matter how much I wish to keep them at arms length.  I 
can not remain disconnected for too long.  My real 
experiences  insist  on  making  themselves  known, 
sometimes if I neglect them too long, they send greeting 
cards.   

A SIGNAL 
 These moments serve as a reminder, a signal, that I 
need to attend to something in my self.  Often these 
visits are badly timed and I do not allow them in, they 
are not welcomed.  Then I dread the time when they 
next return, as they do.  Some visitors I feel obliged to 
host, even if accompanied by uncomfortable thoughts 
and feelings.  Sometimes like those difficult guests, I find 
it hard work to entertain these guests bearing Dark 
Gifts, especially if they overstay their welcome, as they 
do.  Of course I am speaking of those mental guests.  
 So,  as  we mark the days,  weeks and now start 
another month after our arrival back from the AMOTL 
rather that distancing myself in order to forget, I seem 
to cope better doing the opposite.  That is my way of 
coping. I find that I need to get my mind around what 
we all lived through.  I need to remind myself, to reflect 
of my shared, personal and intimate experiences.  To 
transport me back to that landscape and soundscape I 
take out photos, revisit my journal entries, touch and 
even smell some souvenirs, listen to Itzhak Perlman and 
Dudu Fisher.  

George Halasz 
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CENTRE’S OPENING HOURS 
Monday, Wednesday: 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Tuesday, Thursday, Friday: 10.00am – 2.00pm 
Sunday: 12.00am – 4.00pm 

Admittance free 

 THE IDEAL GIFT 
 

REFLECTIONS 
 

Centre’s Twenty Year Anniversary Book  
edited by Stan Marks 

 

DESCRIBED BY THE SATURDAY AGE AS 
PERFECT TO EXTEND  

THE MUSEUM’S REACH 
 

$25.00 PLUS $4.50 IF POSTED 
 

AVAILABLE FROM HOLOCAUST CENTRE 
Tel: 9528 1985 

 

(Also Sunflower & Golds Book Shops) 
Thought-provoking articles by 

 renowned contributors including 
Elie Wiesel, Professor Yehuda Bauer  

Dr. Paul Valent. 

ourselves, to take note how much we have packed.  We 
are responsible to take measure to ‘lighten our load’.  
Or else we risk paying a penalty.  
 The idea of returning well from our unique journey 
is often a matter of choice - just like when we pack our 
luggage we are mindful to avoid excess luggage, so let us 
be mindful to avoid excess mental luggage as we are 
now arriving back home.  Maybe then life is no longer 
such a paradox, it is just how it is meant to be lived.  
 George Halasz is a psychiatrist. 

of our well being. Are we continuing to lift ‘excess 
mental baggage’?  If so, then we need to care for 
ourselves, to attend to the heavy mental baggage we 
returned with, even more so if we departed carrying 
heavy mental luggage.  
 As with the physical baggage, we can be penalised for 
carrying excess luggage in either direction, departing or 
returning.  We cannot expect those who have not made 
our journey to understand the nature of our heavy 
mental baggage.  The responsibility is to monitor 

 

Interested in going on the Adult March of the Living 2006 trip? 
 

Contact: Lena Fiszman 
AMOTL Administration Officer 
Jewish Holocaust Centre 
13-15 Selwyn Street 
Elsternwick VIC 3185 
Ph: (03) 9528 1985 (Ext. 107) 
Fax: (03) 9528 3758 
Email: LenaF@holocaustcentreaustralia.org.au 
Website: http://www.dosinc.org.au 
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DUTCH JEWS AND THE HOLOCAUST 

every Jew aged six and over was ordered to wear a 
yellow star on their left breast, with the word "Jood" 
inscribed on it in black ink. These yellow stars had been 
manufactured in the Lodz Ghetto. Although there were 
no ghettos as such in Holland, the areas in which Jews 
were permitted to reside were restricted.  

JEWISH ORGANISATION 
 In December 1940, the Jews themselves decided to 
set up a body representing all of the various Jewish 
communities.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In spring 1941, a Zentralstelle für jüdische 
Auswanderung (Central Office for Jewish Emigration) was 
set up.  Officially under Willy Lages, head of the SD in 
Amsterdam, it was administered on a daily basis by 
Ferdinand Aus der Fünten. A branch office of the RSHA 
department IV B 4, headed by Adolf Eichmann, the 
Zentralstelle's purpose was to round up and deport the 
Jews.  It operated with a staff of 20 Germans and 100 
Dutch employees.  Two men seasoned in the murder of 
Jews in Eastern Europe were to subsequently take up 
office in Holland.  Erich Naumann was appointed 
commander of the Security Police in September 1943, to 
be succeeded by Karl Schöngarth in June 1944.    
 Beginning in January 1942, Jews were removed from 
the provinces and concentrated in Amsterdam.  A camp 
had been established in 1939 at Westerbork, in the 
northeast of Holland for the detention of illegal 
immigrants.  Now, stateless Jews were interned there.  
A second camp was established at Vught, in the south of 
the country.  By April 1943, Jews had been prohibited 
from living anywhere in the Netherlands, other than in 
Amsterdam, Westerbork or Vught.  
 On 26 June 1942, on a day and at a time when the 
Sabbath had already begun, the Jewish community was 
informed that entire Jewish families would be placed 
under police supervision and sent to labour camps in 
Germany.  Haggling over numbers ensued between the 
Joodsche Raad and the Zentralstelle in the following days, 
until on 14 July, the Germans seized 700 Jews as 
hostages and threatened to deport them to KZ 
Mauthausen unless 4,000 Jews immediately presented 
themselves for transport to work camps in the Reich.  
The next day the first deportees were on a transport 
and most of the hostages were released. 
 Anne Frank and her family went into hiding on 5 July, 
1942, a course followed by many Dutch Jews.  
 The "labour camps" in Germany, were of course 
fictitious.  The first 2,000, mainly German Jews, were 

 The Jews of the Netherlands have a long and 
distinguished history.  
 Having first settled in the country in The 12th 
Century and thereafter been expelled, they had 
returned to dwell in the province of Holland in the late 
16th Century, subsequently enjoying high levels both of 
tolerance and of security.  The first returnees were 
Portuguese Marranos (Jews forcibly converted to 
Christianity who secretly remained Jews), who were 
now encouraged to practice their Judaism. Later, 
Ashkenazi Jews began to settle in the country.  
 The Jews of the Netherlands enjoyed economic and 
social integration in a manner that was to be unknown 
to other European Jews for hundreds of years. It was 
during this period that the philosopher Baruch Spinoza, 
one of the creators of the concept of human rights, was 
born and lived in Amsterdam.  In 1796, under the 
influence of the occupying French Revolutionary forces, 
Jews were granted full civil rights, subsequently 
becoming prominent in all sectors of Dutch society. 
 By the eve of the German occupation, the Jewish 
population numbered 140,000, or 1.6% of the total 
inhabitants of the country, a figure that had been 
swollen by 30,000 refugees who had fled from Germany, 
Austria and the Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia.  
Among them were Otto Frank of Frankfurt am Main, his 
wife Edith and his daughters Margot and Anne.  The 
Jews had settled mainly in urban areas; 75,000 lived in 
Amsterdam alone, including the Franks.  

 On the night of 9-10 May 1940, German troops 
invaded the Netherlands.  Following the barbaric aerial 
bombardment of Rotterdam, and fearing a similar fate 
for other of the country's cities, the Dutch army 
capitulated on 14 May 1940.  
 Among many other restrictions, in the summer of 
1941 Jews were barred from public places; a curfew was 
imposed from 8.00 p.m. to 6.00 a.m. and shopping was 
only permitted between 3.00 p.m. and 5 p.m. Jews were 
only allowed to use public transportation if they held a 
special permit, and then only if space was available.  Jews 
were barred from public assemblies, museums, libraries, 
public markets as well as the stock exchange, and were 
excluded from joining the compulsory trade unions for 
journalists, actors and musicians.  
 In August 1941, Jewish students were removed from 
public schools and universities.  In the same month, all 
Jewish assets, including bank deposits, cash, claims, 
securities and valuables were blocked.  A maximum sum 
of 250 guilders a month was available to a Jewish owner 
for private use.  Finally, with effect from 3 May 1942, 

Jodebree Street 

Jewish Quarter Amsterdam 
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children. Some deportees were selected for work 
details within the camp.  A few others were sent to 
labour camps in the region.  The vast majority were 
killed within two hours of their arrival.  They knew 
nothing about their destination, or the fate awaiting 
them. 
 Deportations of Jews continued from Holland to 
Auschwitz and other camps almost up until the moment 
of liberation.  On the eve of the Jewish New Year, 29 
September 1943, 2,000 Jews, the remnant of the 
Amsterdam community, were taken to Westerbork. 
 On 3 September 1944, the final train destined for 
Auschwitz left Holland, containing 1,019 Jews. 549 were 
gassed on arrival.  In total, more than 60,000 Dutch Jews 
were deported to Auschwitz, of whom a little over 
1,000 survived.  Of the more than 34,000 who had been 
deported to Sobibor, less than 20 were still alive at the 
war's end. 

 Approximately 1,750 Dutch Jews had been deported 
to Mauthausen.  There was a single survivor from that 
camp. 
 The death toll represented almost 75% of the pre-
war Jewish population, the highest proportion of Jewish 
fatalities for all of Nazi-occupied Western Europe.  
 Dutch Jews who survived in Holland only did so 
because of the bravery and compassion of their fellow 
non-Jewish Dutch neighbours.  Anne Frank, her family 
and the others hidden in the annex at 263 Prinsengracht 
were only able to endure their confinement for more 
than two years as a result of such a humanitarian 
commitment.  Yet in the end, the Franks were also 
almost certainly betrayed by a Dutch citizen.  Of the 
eight who had sheltered together in the annex, only 
Otto Frank survived.  Edith Frank died in Auschwitz on 
6 January 1945 from hunger and exhaustion.  
 Seyss-Inquart was tried before the International 
Military Tribunal at Nürnberg, found guilty of crimes 
against peace, war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
He was sentenced to death and hanged in 1946.  Rauter 
was tried by a Dutch court and executed in 1949.  Aus 
der Fünten was condemned to death in Holland, a 
sentence commuted to life imprisonment.  He was 
amnestied in 1989. Lages was sentenced to life 
imprisonment by a Dutch court, but released in 1966.  
He died five years later.  Two other men found guilty of 
war crimes in the Netherlands, Joseph Johann Kotälla 
and Franz Fischer were imprisoned in Breda together 
with Aus der Fünten and Lages. Collectively known as 
"The Breda Four", Kotälla died in prison in 1979 and 
Fischer was amnestied at the same time as Aus der 
Fünten.   
 Holland was the only European country to 
open its borders for 24 hours to escaping Jews 
after Kristallnacht in November 1938. 

sent to Auschwitz-Birkenau, where they arrived on 17 
July 1942.  1,251 men, and 300 women were tattooed 
and admitted to the camp.  The remaining 449 
deportees, including all children, the elderly and the sick, 
were gassed. Trains began regular departures for the 
East.  By 24 September 1942, Rauter was able to report 
to Himmler that 20,000 Jews had been deported from 
Holland to Auschwitz, and that preparations were in 
hand to deport the remaining 120,000.   

WESTERBORK CAMP 
 Westerbork became the main transit camp for the 
deportations. Commanded until September 1942 by 
Sturmbannführer Deppner, the camp was subsequently 
under the command of Obersturmführer Dischner and 
finally, from the end of 1942 until 1944 that of 
Obersturmführer Gemmeker.  The first commandant of 
Vught, which was known officially as KL Herzogenbusch 
and had originally been established as a Schutzhaftlager 
for Dutch political prisoners, was Hauptsturmführer 
Chmielewski.  He was succeeded in turn by SS-
Sturmbannführer Adam Grünewald and SS-
Hauptsturmführer Hans Hüttig. 
 With the exception of two transports which went 
directly to Auschwitz, trains from Vught were directed 
via Westerbork.  In view of police shortages, security 
for both camps was provided by members of the Dutch 
SS Guard Battalion Northwest.  From 6 August 1942 a 
Dutch police battalion commanded by Sybren Tulp was 
deployed to seize Jews in Amsterdam.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The deportations to Auschwitz continued 
throughout the rest of 1942 and early 1943.  On 2 
March 1943, the first transport left Holland for Sobibor, 
arriving on 5 March 1943. Himmler had visited the 
Aktion Reinhard headquarters as well as the camps at 
Sobibor and Treblinka in February 1943.  It is believed 
that he was at Sobibor itself on 12 February.  The camps 
were virtually idle at the time of his visit. Himmler 
apparently took the decision to direct transports from 
Holland to Sobibor and from the Bulgarian annexed 
regions of Macedonia and Thrace to Treblinka.  He had 
also decided that in all essentials, Aktion Reinhard had 
completed its task.  Sobibor and Treblinka were to be 
closed after the liquidation of these final transports and 
the destruction of the physical evidence of the crime 
had been accomplished.  
 Between 5 and 6 March and 23 July 1943, 19 trains 
containing 34,313 Jews, arrived in Sobibor from Holland 
after a journey lasting, on average, three days. Most of 
the deportees were transported in cattle cars, some in 
passenger wagons.  One transport contained 1,266 

German Police and Police Van in the 
Netherlands 

Train Destination Sign 
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Monument to the Women of Ravensbruck Rescuers’ Memorial 

INSPIRATIONAL KRISTALLNACHT BOOK LAUNCH 
 

Roosje Steenhardt Drukker, the subject of the book, 
and her husband, Bob Steenhart, flying from Holland for 
the highly-emotional and much praised occasion.   
 The Centre's President, Shmuel Rosenkranz, spoke 
of his very personal involvement in Kristallnacht in his 
native Vienna.  He emphasised that the launch was very 
timely. 
 "They may burn books, including holy books, but 
what in the ultimate is written and retained cannot be 
destroyed, "he added.  "Let us remember and never 
forget what happened to Viennese, Austrian and 
German Jewry on that night." 
 Shmuel hid with his father in the famous Vienna 
Woods during the burning of Jewish synagogues and 
businesses and killing of scores of Jews and internment 
of thousands of others.  It was a night that the 
Holocaust began in Germany and Austria - a night 
known as the night of broken glass. 
 Helen Light described the remarkable story of her 
family's association, their neighbours in Holland, with the 
people in the book. 
 Hans Nieuland said the book was a story that 

     The Centre joined with 
the Dutch community and 
Netherlands Government, 
Makor Library, and the 
Jewish Museum in the 
launching of a memorable 
b o o k  a n d  a l s o  t h e 
c o m m e m o r a t i o n  o f 
Krtistallnacht, at Beth 
Weizmann, on November 9. 
     A capacity crowd heard Hans 

Nieuwland, Dutch Consul-General, launch the book 
"The Shoes of the Foundling" by renowned Dutch 
journalist and author Mink van Rijsdijk, and translated in 
English by her Brisbane-based cousin Anne van Deurse, 
and also listened as various speakers emphasised the 
importance of always remembering Kristallnacht. 
 The book's English publication, due to the 
persistence of Makor's “Write Your Story” Julie 
Meadows, was financed by the Centre, Jewish Museum, 
Dutch Government and Makor.  Anne van Deurse and 
her daughter Nicole Fitzgerald attended the launch, with 
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DUTCH RAILWAY COMPANY APOLOGISES 

always been a difficult subject, inside the company and 
outside the company.”  Nederlandse Spoorwegen said it 
had no choice but to collaborate with the Nazis.  The 
Nazis claimed the Jews were being transported as part 
of a resettlement program in the East.  At first old 
passenger trains were used, but then cattle trucks, 
with the largest trains carrying 3,000 people, for the 
three day journey. 

 The Dutch National Railway Company, Nederlandse 
Spoorwegen, publicly announced it had collaborated 
with the Nazis by deporting 107,000 Dutch Jews, and 
also hundreds of Gypsies and homosexuals to 
concentration camps such as Sobibor and Auschwitz.  
A spokesman for Nederlandse Spoorwegen, in 
September this year, said “It’s an acknowledgement we 
had a role.  We’ve never acknowledged it before – it’s 

out with hope to re-establish their family life.  However, 
the reality turned out to be different.  Roosje and her 
mother did not recognize each other when they met, 
and Roosje became even more unsure when she noticed 
that she bore no resemblance to any of the other 
members of the family! 
 Max, the father, was unable to settle in his new 
environment and became uncooperative in his behaviour 
towards his wife and children.  The marriage dissolved 
and Fietje was left on her own to build up a new life 
with her two daughters.  

 Carla was brought up in the Catholic faith in the 
south of the Netherlands, and Roosje had been 
introduced into the Dutch Reformed Church in the 
northern part of the country. 
 Fietje made the decision for the girls to be given 
lessons in the Jewish customs and beliefs, to bring them 
back into their Jewish identity, but the subject of religion 
became a divisive one.   
 The relationship between Roosje and her mother 
oscillated between love and concern for each other and 
frustration, division and despair, caused by the inability 
to communicate with each other.  All of Fietje’s relatives 
were killed in concentration camps and she carried a 
deep sorrow within her, which she kept hidden for a 
long time. 
 Roosje suffered long years of confusion and despair 
and had to receive counselling. 
 Roosje’s journey through her own complex and 
difficult past, carrying as she did a burden of guilt over 
the slaughter of her Jewish family, is traced through the 
love of her mother, husband and children.  Her final 
acceptance into the Jewish community offers a chance 
for inner peace. 

captured the mental and physical agonies of those 
horrendous times in Holland, how emotional scars 
never healed.  “We may forgive, but we must never 
forget," he explained. 
 Anne van Deurse described how the research and 
search for the story behind the book was carried out, 
was written and how she and her daughter worked on 
its translation.  She spoke of her Dutch wartime home 
being a halfway house for children and a centre for 
distribution of food, including for the Dutch 
underground.  They risked their lives because discovery 
could mean instant death by the Nazis.  Their home was 
raided four times, but the youngsters were hidden in the 
ceiling. 
 "There are many stories about Holocaust survivors, 
but this is not about their shouting hooray on being 
liberated, but what happened after the war, to those 
who had lost everyone and everything and had nowhere 
to go," she said. 
 Roosje Steenhart said while many people looked 
away during the German occupation, others, like Anne's 
family, didn't.  ''Let's open our eyes and see the realities 
of those times," she added.  "There were people who 
helped but proportionally most of the Jews were 
murdered.  And don’t let us forget we have survived all 
these thousands of years.  We want to share our 
knowledge with the world." 
 She stressed that Jewry could not honour enough 
the people who helped and saved us.  We should tell 
our children that miracles can happen in a better world 
with respect for each other. 
 The book tells of how a young Jewish couple, Max 
and Fietje Drukker, went into hiding during the Second 
World War with the parents of Anne van Deurse.  They 
had two children: Carla, six and a two-year old toddler 
Roosje. They wanted to save the children from being 
discovered by the Germans.  
 A Roman Catholic family was found who were 
prepared to look after Carla. Roosje was not yet 
walking or talking and so it was decided, with the help of 
members of the resistance, that she would be laid at the 
doorstep of another Dutch family as a ‘foundling’. Soon 
after, she was transferred to an orphanage to escape the 
suspicion of the Germans, as there appeared to be more 
and more of those cases.  Later, she was moved several 
times to different foster parents, an experience for a 
small child, which later proved to be contributing to her 
emotional problems and feeling of insecurity. 
 After the war the family was reunited and they set 

Abe Goldberg, Anne van Deurse and Shmuel Rosenkranz, 
in front Anne Frank’s photo at the Centre. 
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STUDENTS’ STRESS CENTRE’S IMPORTANCE 

just lives, they are personalities, friends and part of a 
family. 
 What you did by talking to us was to open our eyes 
to look at thinks from a different perspective.  To 
survive through the war is remarkable, but to overcome 
what you had endured and share your story with others 
is a gift, and I can’t really express in words how grateful 
and thankful I am that you shared your story with us. 
 When I was in grade one I travelled with my parents, 
mainly to Europe.  One of the main memories I have of 
this trip was our visit to Dachau.  I was only young and 
my memory is a little blurred, but I remember the 
feeling as I walked into the camp, I was too young to 
understand why I felt that way.  I look back on that 
experience now and realize why I felt like that, your 
story and that one experience has helped me realize 
how hard the war must have been for those involved.  I 
will never be able to comprehend what it was like as I 
was not there, but this feeling is something I will never 
forget. 

***** 
Another student wrote: 
 It’s so easy to forget when you are watching a movie 
or even a documentary about the Holocaust that it 
really happened and those six million people were 
indiscriminately killed.  I think that’s why it so important 
that movies such as “Schindler’s List” are made and 
survivors, such as yourself, keep telling your stories 
from this awful period in history so people don’t forget 
that this tragedy happened.  I think it also teaches 
people, especially younger people, that we are 
extremely lucky to be in a country where we have the 
freedom to voice our own opinion and elect who we 
feel is fit to run our country.  What we learn from Nazi 
Germany is how easy a powerful, charismatic man can 
really be a manipulative dictator.  We need to ensure 
people like Hitler never become political leaders.  As 
the next generation we must take responsibility for the 
actions and the changes that our society needs to grow.  
We must remember how important it is to elect 
governments that we feel will give our country exactly 
what it needs. 
 Apart from educating many girls about the Jewish 
experiences during the Nazi regime, you have opened 
our eyes to just how lucky we are to live in a country 
like Australia.   
 Thank you again for coming and sharing your very 
personal experiences with us.  Your talk has really 
influenced and affected not just me but many other girls 
who listened to you.   

***** 
Also received an abridged report from Percy Waterland, 
a Year 11 student, following a Centre visit: 
 It was not until I visited the Holocaust Museum that I 
fully understood the pain and suffering the Jewish people 
of Europe endured during the reign of Nazi terror.  
When survivors talked to us of their suffering and 
survival you could feel the anguish as if it was yesterday 
as they travelled to a place in their minds which is 

 Centre survivor guides continue to receive letters 
following their visits to schools or schools’ visits to the 
Centre. 
 The following are from a teacher and students to 
guide, Willie Lermer, following his visit to Ivanhoe Girls’ 
Grammar School. 
 Kerrie Jones, Year 11 English Teacher, “How 
wonderful it was to see you at I.G.G.S. once again.  As 
always, I certainly appreciated your visit and found your 
presentation to be informative and most moving.  
Obviously I was not alone in this sentiment as the 
accompanying letters from students testify.” 

 
Suzie Melloy: 
 After hearing your speech, I walked away and saw 
my life in a completely different manner, understanding 
the importance of our blessed opportunities we are 
given, and how we might be able to make a difference in 
this world and help those who are less fortunate than 
us.  I know there will be times when I get down about 
my problems and complain – but I’ll try my best to 
remember the words you told us and think of how little 
my complications seem compared to someone who lives 
in the fear of their lives everyday. 
 Being brought up in a fortunate society – I have 
never had to witness this terror or considered how real 
it is and how often it occurs.  Studying “Schindler’s List” 
is so much more than an analysis of film techniques; it is 
a discovery into the lives of people stripped of dignity 
and human rights. 
 I am outraged about the events of the Holocaust, but 
also glad I have been made wholly aware of the evil in 
our world.  It has definitely contributed to my 
development in my thinking, and I thank you once again 
in sharing in part of that – as your talk had a great 
impact on me. 

***** 
Daisy Gleeson: 
 It is hard for those like us who did not live in the 
time of the war to understand how lucky we are to have 
the privileges that we take for granted.  In history 
throughout the years we have learned about what 
happened in the war, who won and how.  We hear of 
how many people died, we are told that so many lives 
were lost yet we never stop to think that these are not 

Group of school students at the Centre 
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countries in Europe it all happened so quickly and so 
easily because people were complacent. 
 The Museum is there because we must learn so we 
never experience such horrors and therefore expect to 
live happy and fulfilled lives.  Only by visiting the 
Museum can we fully comprehend what happened in the 
Holocaust and, our emotions will allow us to appreciate 
the freedom and future we have in Australia. 

forever with them.  If they can share their memories I 
suggest we pay our respects to learn from their 
experience. 
 It was not until I listened to the survivors, saw the 
graphic displays and watched the documentary film that I 
began to really understand what had happened.  Crazed 
doctors performing sickening experiments on children.  
German officers randomly shooting innocent 
concentration camp inmates in the early morning while 
clearing the drowsiness from their eyes.  And the gas 
chambers and crematoriums murdering and destroying 
people in their hundreds of thousands.  How could 
people be so cold hearted and lacking morals to commit 
such atrocities? 
 The survivors of the Holocaust reminded us to do 
everything to ensure our country remains a land of 
people who can live freely. 
 The Holocaust Museum and the survivors who share 
their experiences there are a true inspiration for us to 
value and respect the country which we live in.  Most 
importantly, by visiting the Museum we learn from the 
memories and displays how ordinary people can so 
easily turn on their fellow human beings and commit 
genocide.  The message is clear, understand from the 
Holocaust that societies must work hard to prevent 
such things happening again.  In Germany and then other School students at the Centre 

GIVE YOUR SURVIVOR TESTIMONY 
 

We want to hear from all survivors and to record their vital testimonies. 
This is especially urgent for future generations. 

Over the years, the Holocaust Testimonies Department, 
part of the worldwide project under the patronage of Yad Vashem, 
has recorded more than 1,200 testimonies of Holocaust survivors. 

These have become a living record of what happened to 
men, women and children during the Nazi Era, 

and an answer to those who deny the Holocaust occurred.   
Have you given your testimony yet?  If you haven’t, please call:   

 

Phillip Maisel 9527 6282 or Holocaust Centre 9528 1985 

 

the light and or illumination about what happened to the 
twins during WWII. 
 The organisation has grown from the five sets of 
twins that met at Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1985, where 
most of the experiments were conducted by Dr. 
Mengele, during WWI1.  Following worldwide publicity, 
Candles now has around 120 members in many lands.   
The twins were human guinea pigs, used for medical 
experiments.  The twins, often five or six, were usually 
murdered after the experiments were completed.  It is 
estimated there were approximately 3,000 twins in 
Auschwitz. 

 Terre Haute, Indiana, USA, has a special museum 
where Mengele twins are remembered.  It is the 
Candles Museum (Children of Auschwitz Nazi Deadly 
Lab Experiments Survivors) dedicated to these twins 
who survived the horrendous experiments carried out 
on them by the infamous doctor.  It is also dedicated to 
ending prejudice and hatred and educating all people 
about the Holocaust.  The organisation's symbol is a 
split Star of David, representing the twins and the 
splitting of the egg which produces twins, surrounded by 
barbed wire.  Two candles are in the centre of the 
star.  These candles represent not only the twins but 
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CONSIDER A BEQUEST 
TO THE CENTRE 

 
Copies of a brochure explaining how to make a bequest to the Centre are available. 

It explains how people can help to ensure the Centre’s vital work continues. 
 

After making provision for your families and other considerations, you may consider 
joining the increasing number of  people  who have, or are, considering providing  

small and large bequests in their wills to the Centre.   
This is a lasting acknowledgment of the Centre's work.   

You may wish to visit the Centre and discuss the whole matter of bequests with us.   
 

For further information call Elly Brooks Bequests Officer at 9528 1985. 

STUDENTS CHOOSE MOVING IMAGES 
 

 Year 8 students at Manderville Hall were asked to 
choose 12 images which moved them during their 
Holocaust Centre visit. 
 As well as photos and diverse images of the 
Holocaust, they were moved by survivors’ experiences. 
 They particularly commented on how Rosa’s and 
Willie’s stories moved them.  They did sketches of 
Willie and Rosa with their comments. 
 Some of the comments were on photos inside a 
concentration camp, showing skeleton-like forms of 
murdered Jews and “Arbeit Mach Frei” entrance to 
Auschwitz. 
 A student wrote: In this picture it is the front gate at 
Auschwitz (Dachau) concentration camp.  I think this 
image is important because it says “work will make you 
free” but this was a lie, the Nazis tricked people into 
believing that if they worked really hard then they would 
become free.  

 The reason why I chose this picture was to look at 
the poor conditions that millions of people went 
through.  It shows the courage that they all had to be 
able to stand such upsetting times.  It makes me very 
angry to know that that could have easily been me if I 
was born in that time. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 A student said: This picture shows the millions of 
lives that were lost in this horrible time.  I chose it to 
give an idea of how there was little respect shown all 
the deaths.  It’s terrible that so many people were 
treated like this and then just rotted down to earth. 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Sketches were sent by students to depict the 
following quotes from Centre guides: Willie and Rosa: 
 “The soldiers were taking off my clothes and wanted 
to take his mug but I said “no”, so the soldiers grabbed 
it off me but then I grabbed it back but then the soldiers 
grabbed it and because they were stronger than me so 
they ended up getting it off me.” 
 When Rosa was at a concentration camp the guards/
soldiers used to tell her “tomorrow you are going to 
Auschwitz” but then that day would come and then they 
would say “you’re going to Auschwitz tomorrow”… 
(but at that time Auschwitz was liberated). 
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MILLIONS OF PAPER CLIPS REMEMBER THE HOLOCAUST 
 

about prejudice and what it can mean.  It developed into 
a Whitwell school project going well beyond America 
and winning the hearts and mind of thousands of people, 
including Holocaust survivors. 
 The aim was, above all, to discuss cultural diversity in 
a small town, almost exclusively Christian and white.   
Linda Hooper, the school’s principal, created “Paper 
Clips” to assist the students understand the enormity of 
human suffering during the Holocaust, what happened to 
millions of Jews.  The plan was to collect six million clips 
- one for each of the victims of the Holocaust - a 
suggestion that gained the hearts and minds of people of 
different races and creeds and beliefs and among 
celebrities.  When it came to understanding, and the 
Holocaust, thousands wanted to contribute and they 
did, millions and millions of paper clips. 
 They came in ever-growing numbers.  

EXCLUSIVE MESSAGE 
 In a special message emailed to Centre News, Linda 
Hooper said:  
 “This project has allowed our students to develop 
their interpersonal skills as they have gone to several 
states and foreign countries speaking about their project 
to business, church, synagogue, and school groups.  It 
has made them and us more conscious of how words 
can affect people. 
 “We have all become very conscious of the power of 
one to make a difference in the world.  For our very 
poor, rural community, this project has given us a deep 
sense of pride as we have come to recognize what our 
students have accomplished and how their 
accomplishments are changing stereotypes of the South. 
 “I am a firm believer that if the people of our world 
are to live together in peace we must learn that 
everyone is our neighbour and that every word or act 
spoken by us eventually has global consequences.  I tell 
students that each of us has some “Hitler” hidden in our 
brains as well as some “Mother Theresa” and each day 
we are choosing which of these we will allow to be our 
role model.  Evil is always waiting to be ignored so that 
it can rule. 
 “All in all we are just a group of very ordinary people 
who began what has begun a project sending a message 
to people who have been affected in some very 
extraordinary ways. 
 “More than 25,000 letters were received, including 
the numerous ones from Holocaust survivors and or 
their descendants.  This meant the school became an 
archive for thousands of individual memories and family 
stories - a treasure house of Holocaust incidents and 
later reactions.  Each letter was catalogued and 
filed.  They were used in classroom discussions and 
became a vital source of Holocaust and Nazi era history, 
testimonies to horrendous events and there for all to 
see.  The ramifications of the initial idea were spreading, 
not only at the school and small town but world 
wide.  It became an international event.” 
 Centre News Editor adds: It indicates ideas have legs 
and understanding.  It need not be just a dream. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Take a rural American town.  An area where little, if 
anything, is known about the Holocaust.  Where even a 
Jewish person is a rarity.  Where many students at the 
local high school have never met a black person.   
Where racial understanding is never discussed. 
 That was Whitwell Middle school, in Tennessee, 
America’s South, until relatively recently.  But, not any 
more.  An idea that began in the school has changed 
everything and made the area into one of much better 
understanding, especially of the Holocaust.  In fact, the 
Holocaust became a centre of the school’s activities.  It 
has also led to an amazing venture. 
 More than 20 million paper clips have been collected. 
Millions are housed in a wooden cattle truck once used 
to transport Jews to concentration camps, and also kept 
in other parts of the school.  Millions have been taken 
by other schools who want to have their own clip 
collections and in this way help foster the message of 
understanding and tolerance.  More than six million of 
the clips are dedicated to the Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust.  The other millions are dedicated to the non-
Jewish Nazi victims, including political opponents, the 
disabled, homosexuals and gypsies.  
 Written outside the cattle truck housing clips are the 
words Holocaust Mahnmal Der Kinder (The Children’s 
Holocaust Memorial). 
 The clips have come from such people as Steven 
Spielberg, former presidents Bill Clinton and George 
Bush, senior, Germans and others world wide. 
 Holocaust survivors speak at the school and there is 
an interest in all that happened in the Nazi era and the 
Holocaust.  Some clips have even come in gold.  As well 
as the clips, thousands of letters and contacts have come 
from more than 100 countries and almost every 
American state.  
 The paper clips are the end result of a unique 
project to teach youngsters the importance of 
respecting different cultures as well as understanding the 
effects of intolerance and especially of the Holocaust - 
lessons of the past for today. 
 The project is also the focal point of a recently-made 
documentary titled “Paper Clips” which gives an insight 
into how the venture began and just what it has led to, 
especially in fostering understanding. 
 How did this happen and in such a place?  In a simple 
way, it started as a lesson about prejudice - what this 
can do to a people.  A lesson for today. 
 It began simply as a classroom discussion in 1998 
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BBC AUSCHWITZ SERIES PRODUCER ANSWERS 
QUESTIONS 

ever be possible to forgive those involved in the death 
camps, even if they have served time in prison and 
supposedly paid their debt to society. 
 He replied that he didn’t know whether we could 
ever forgive people who were involved in this kind of 
terrible crime.  He added that what was frightening 
about the people he had met who were involved in the 
“Final Solution” or other acts of horror, particularly on 
the Eastern front, was that the majority were not sorry 
for what they did.  They felt it was right at the time. 
 It was that discovery that made the subject that he 
kept returning to as a program maker and writer in the 
hope that perhaps he could get to the bottom of the 
attitude - something which, even though he had been 
making programs and writing about this for many years 
now, he had to confess he hadn’t achieved. 
 He said that history could never repeat itself in the 
sense that exact events could occur again.  But he did 
think that we could draw the conclusion from a 
knowledge of the Nazis and the “Final Solution” that 
such mentalities had not yet left the world. 
 He did not believe that camps would be built like 
Auschwitz again, but certainly the mentality that created 
them was still very much with us. 
 Laurence Rees said that while it wasn’t possible to 
say there was general knowledge, in his judgment, that in 
the Germany of the Holocaust years a terrible fate 
awaited the Jews of some kind, certainly a much worse 
fate than they had already endured through years of 
persecution back at home. 
 He explained that while it was vital that we should 
remember the suffering of the countless others, the 
Nazis persecuted and killed, we must always remember 
that at the very core of the Nazis hatred and at the very 
epicentre of their crime was their murderous attitude 
towards the Jews. 
 On the matter of Holocaust denial, Laurence Rees 
said it was very difficult to understand what lead people 
to deny the existence if the Holocaust.  The wilfulness 
of denial could perhaps be caused by anti-Semitism, by a 
desire to proselytise the Nazis in some way - it was hard 
to say. 
 He thought it wasn’t necessary to even refer to 
Holocaust deniers in any serious way, because, he 
believed, it was like debating with the Flat Earth Society.  
The evidence was so overwhelming, so far beyond any 
reasonable doubt that this terrible crime happened that 
it was not necessary to engage in debate with anyone 
who claimed it didn’t. 
 We knew from the record precisely what Hans 
Frank, a leading Nazi in Poland said in December 1941 
when he talked openly of being told to “Liquidate the 
Jews”. 
  It would be interesting to ascertain what Australian 
viewers of the BBC series and those who had read the 
book think about the Holocaust, the Nazis (especially 
their replies about any guilt feelings and remorse) and its 
relevance in today’s uncertain world.  If you have any 
thoughts, please let us know.  We’d be interested in 
hearing and perhaps reprinting your opinions. (Editor) 

 The latest in engaging television documentaries 
about the Holocaust and Nazi era has been the BBC 
series “Auschwitz: The Nazis and the Final Solution,” by 
renowned writer-producer Laurence Rees.  This six-
part series, each 50 minutes, provides some new insights 
into the Holocaust and the perpetrators. 
 There also is a BBC book accompanying the major 
TV series, described by Sir Ian Kershaw, “Laurence Rees 
casts new light on how Auschwitz was created and 
developed into the ultimate place of horror, the lasting 
symbol of Nazi inhumanity.  The admirable book 
deserves to be widely read.” 
 Both the book and TV series will add to a possible 
greater understanding of the Holocaust and provide 
much thought, including an insight into the minds of 
those involved and how such a horrendous event as the 
Holocaust, indeed, a second World War, could occur.  
Did they have to happen?  How were the seeds sewn?   
Could they have been avoided?  Could there be another 
Auschwitz?  Is anti-Semitism rampant? 
 The series and book are excellent for schools 
viewing and reading.  Our future leaders should know 
the need for constant vigilance and how fragile any 
democracy can be.  Saying it couldn’t happen again is 
living in a fool’s paradise - even wishful thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Laurence Rees has been described by the London 
Times as, “Britain’s most distinguished producer of 
historical documentaries.”  He has written five other 
books, and was educated at Solihull Scholl and Oxford 
University.  He is also Creative Director of History 
Programmes for BBC Television and a former editor of 
the Emmy-winning “Timewatch” a BBC documentary 
series. 
 In a highly enlightening BBC Four, “After Auschwitz”, 
session with listeners and viewers, Laurence Rees, gave 
frank answers to questions about the series and the 
Nazis generally.  His own views on the Holocaust, 
deniers and its historical significance. 
 He explained how camp guards were tracked down 
and persuaded to be interviewed. 
 They were found by use of basic journalistic 
techniques - by surviving records of SS units, using 
contacts with various veterans’ organisations, even 
searching names in the German phone book.  Found by 
basic, patient journalism. 
 He said that part of why some were prepared to be 
interviewed might be that they felt they were coming to 
the end of their lives and wanted to put on the record - 
warts and all - what they did during the war. 
 He answered a question about whether it would 

Laurence Rees 
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THE QUESTION OF GUILT AND SORROW 
 

women, like him, who carried out the Holocaust and, 
indeed, other evils past and present).  
 All the humiliation and mistreatment in the world 
would never have caused Höss to search into his heart 
and think that what he did was fundamentally wrong.  Of 
course, he does say in his autobiography that he “now” 
sees that the extermination of the Jews was a mistake, 
but only a tactical one, since it had drawn the hatred of 
the word upon Germany. 
 As is added in “Atrocity” Questions of Morality and 
Responsibility, St Mary’s College of Maryland, Höss 
wrote before he was hanged by the Polish government 
after the war: “At peak efficiency Auschwitz had the 
capacity to get rid of ten thousand people in 24 hours.”  
 Responsible for murdering millions of people, he had 
grown up as a Catholic and later was happily married.   
He enjoyed family life with his children in a villa adjacent 
to the camp, where the crematoria chimneys could be 
seen from his bedroom window.  His memoirs provide a 
detailed and apologetic account of his rise and duties as 
an SS-officer.  His aspirations to become a quiet German 
farmer were set aside to fulfill what he believed to be his 
duty to his country and fellow Nazis.   
 But, as youngsters to the Centre keep asking: “How 
could individuals and a whole nation carry out such acts?  
And, could it happen again in the future on the scale of 
World War II? 
 Questions Centre guides are faced with daily.  
Questions quite pertinent in today’s uncertain world, 
especially as we read the headlines, listen to the radio 
and watch the nightly TV news. 

 How could it have happened?  How could the 
German nation as a whole have accepted Hitler 
and his henchmen and women and, above all, 
how could they not feel totally guilty, but even 
make excuses, for their action? How can people 
carry out such evil acts?  What is it that makes 
perceived righteous men and women able to act 
in such an evil manner, and find excuses for their 
actions?  
 These are some of the questions puzzled students 
and visitors ask during their visits to the Holocaust 
Centre, especially after viewing programs such as the 
BBC “Auschwitz” series. 
 How could the German nation as a whole have 
accepted Hitler and his cohorts who seemed to delight 
in carrying out their mass murders?  How could they 
not have any feelings of guilt, remorse or atonement for 
their actions? 
 Take Rudolf Höss, who in 1940 after six years in the 
SS, became Commandant of Auschwitz, which, in effect, 
meant he was its creator, fashioning it from the ground 
up. 
 As many have claimed, without Höss’s drive, energy 
and leadership, Auschwitz might never have become the 
horrendous camp it did.  This was the man who insisted 
that he believed a so-called world Jewish supremacy 
would be destroyed. 
 In the book, we discuss on page 26, “Auschwitz, The 
Nazis & The Final Solution”, author Laurence Rees asks 
the constant  question of “would what he had done ever 
got to Höss?”.  (And we wonder to the men and 

THE CENTRE AND HOLOCAUST MUSEUMS AND EVIL 
 

and the murderous, or that museums and memorials will 
stand as bulwarks against prejudice and its appetite for 
power. 
 The world 60 years later does not seem especially 
restrained by the world 60 years before.  Still it is not 
just the Jews who will be warned by what they see in 
Holocaust Museums be they in Washington, Melbourne, 
Jerusalem or Prague.  People who pass through such 
places will have been warned.  They will have been made 
aware of how bad people can be, they will have been 
exposed to one of the worst, if not the worst 
precedents of human evil.  Those who have been made 
so aware who have been so exposed will we hope look 
upon human evil in a different light.  
 I know that this is no insurance that even people 
who are aware of the human potentiality for evil will not 
themselves do evil.  But I know of no other way of 
combating evil other than making people aware of how 
evil people, even ordinary people, can be.  There is no 
better example of evil to expose people to in order to 
warn them against the evil people can do to each other, 
than the Holocaust. 

 Concluding a talk in Melbourne titled “History, 
Memory Memorials, Museums and the Holocaust” 
Professor Haim Marantz, former Melbournian and now 
of the Department of Philosophy, Ben Gurion University 
of the Negev said: 
 I have talked to you about the Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington because I think it does its job in 
an impressive, thoughtful and tactful manner.  The 
museum of the Holocaust in Melbourne is a much more 
modest affair but I am glad that it exists as I am glad 
other museums of the Holocaust exist all over the 
world.  And I would like to end this talk by telling you 
why I think this. 
 It is true, as both historians and theologians have 
argued that the Holocaust was in some way “unique”; 
but it was in no way so unique that it does not touch 
the souls of all who learn of it.  The story of the life and 
death of the Jews in Europe is one of the great human 
stories (which by the way, is also one of the reasons 
why people, both Jews and non-Jews should study it).  I 
am not sure that the memory of that story, or the 
history of it will suffice to stay the hand of the malicious 
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THE WHO’S WHO OF THE TESTIMONIES DEPARTMENT  
 

8585   

Esther Csaky Alex Chorowicz Robert Dorin 
Catalogues audio 

testimony & assists Phillip 
with administration. 

In charge of quality control 
for all DVD's.  Robert has 

extremely advanced 
computer literacy. 

    

Ruth Fogel Kurt Friedlaender Jessica Goldstein Lucy Howell 
Catalogues our collection 

of films, lectures and 
functions. 

Kurt assists Phillip in all 
areas of the department's 

work; his methodical 
approach to his work is 
integral to the smooth 

running of the department. 

Jessica assists with 
administration, 

correspondence and 
internet research.  Her 

dedication is greatly 
appreciated.  

Recent recipient of the 
Meyer Burston 

Scholarship.  Lucy creates 
the catalogue of 

documentaries and films in 
our collection. 

    

Geri Kras Helen Lemperere Phillip Maisel Moshe Morris 
Geri has been a dedicated 

and long-standing 
volunteer in this 

department and she is our 
most competent and 

experienced interviewer. 

In charge of cataloguing all 
Survivor testimonies.  

Maintains comprehensive 
database and assists in 

research. 

Head of Testimonial 
Department.  Collects 
testimonies, records all 

functions, maintains 
important relationships 

with Holocaust Museums 
worldwide. 

Moshe has been 
interviewing Survivors for  

the last 15 years.  Also 
assists in converting VHS 

tapes to DVD. 

    

David Szulberg Elliot Szulberg Yvonne Sherwin Kate Zielinski 

Provided us with a suitable 
method of converting VHS 
tapes to DVD.  Currently 

making a film on the 
history of the Centre. 

Son of David: has a unique 
gift for editing film: 

converts VHS tapes to 
DVD, computer expert. 

Assists Phillip Maisel with 
special projects,  

correspondence and 
miscellaneous 

administrative tasks. 

At 13 Kate is the youngest 
ever volunteer in the 
Centre: she provides 

general office assistance, 
she displays a rare 

maturity for someone 
her age. 

All these volunteers play a vital role in the Testimonies Department and the short description above do not do 
justice to their dedication, hard and meticulous work, and the long hours spent ensuring Survivor's Testimonies are 

well preserved for future generations. 

 Alex's technical knowledge 
is invaluable to the 

department from editing 
films to troubleshooting. 
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THE CENTRE PIECE 
By Gary Gray 

 They called him ‘Samson The Gibor’ (the strong).  He 
didn’t actually have Samson’s figure.  Short, well built 
with wide shoulders disproportionate to his height.  
With those shoulders he could lift a wagon and put it 
back on the rails, whenever one was derailed from that 
narrow rail track temporarily used while building the 
railway embankment. 
 Even the guards admired his strength, occasionally 
pushing a bit of bread into his hands, causing of course, 
Pavlov reflexes in our empty but envious stomachs. 
 Josek (that was his name) was quite gentle and 
helpful, a rare characteristic among prisoners in those 
slave labour days. 
 “I knew he would be out” my friend Heniek tapped 
me on the shoulder when we saw Josek stepping out 
and joining the line of volunteers that morning. 
 Half an hour or so later we were looking at the 
selected prisoners (you would call them today ‘the Dirty 
Dozen’) preparing the pliers and other tools needed for 
the job. 
 Then came the command.  “Eins-Zwei-Drei-Hoch”  
Up it went, and it was slowly moved a few feet to the 
right.  They were almost there! 
 “Oh God!”  One of the prisoners tripped over 
something, let the pliers go, sending the load right on 
top of Josek’s left foot. 
 We all stood there in silence looking at Josek rolling 
over in pain.  The centre piece which they called “das 
herz stuck” was ready to be attached to the railway 
track. 
 Later we saw Josek being taken away on a stretcher 
to be put on a waiting truck.  Heniek in a trembling 
voice whispered into my ear in German “Ja, das herz 
stuck hat kein herz nicht” (Yes, that heart piece has no 
heart), as we all knew that Josek would be finished soon 
for good.  Less injured or sick prisoners were so 
frequently selected for their final destination – 
Auschwitz. 
 “Ja,” repeated Heniek again, “das herz stuck hat kein 
herz nicht”. 

***** 
 Postscript:  But das herz stuck HAD a heart, as we 
found out just after the liberation, that by some miracle 
or some help from above, Josek was in fact taken to a 
hospital in Breslau where they amputated his foot, and 
as a victim of an accident at work, was sent to another 
labour camp and somehow SURVIVED. 
 I have never come across him again. 

***** 
 “Yes,” I turned around to my friend, “they called that 
centre piece ein herz stuck.  

 “That terrible noise, what is it?” my friend asked me, 
looking at the Balaclava Junction while having a latte at 
Bonbons.  “There must be something loose with the 
tram line,” he continued.  “You can hear that noise 
every time a tram or car passes the Junction.” 
 “It’s not the tramline; it’s the heart of the tram line 
that’s loose.” 
 “What do you mean the heart?” 
 “The heart,” I answered, “is the centre piece of a 
tramline junction, or a train junction.  They call this ‘Das 
Herz Stuck’.” 

***** 
1943 
 “Eins-Zwei-Drei-Hoch” (One-Two-Three-Up), Herr 
Helmut our foreman’s was strong and sharp.  In one 
second 20 prisoners, mostly from France and Belgium, 
using iron pliers, lifted the fifteen-metre long rail, ten on 
each side of that heavy thing.  The move had to be 
synchronized – “If only one” Helmut warned us again 
and again, “is out of time, the metal track will collapse 
and fall on your feet.” 
 Once up, on the second command, they moved the 
track towards the sleepers a metre or so away, and on 
the third command, they let it down gently to rest on 
the sleepers. 
 “It must be tough for them,” I turned around to 
David, my partner in the job of nailing the track to the 
sleepers. 
 ‘Them’ were the West-Juden, the Jews from the 
West, mainly Holland, Belgium or France.  ‘Us’ were the 
Polish Jews. 
 Not used to the tough work and climate condition, 
the West-Juden were generally weaker, less resistant to 
any diseases and went downhill faster than us Polish 
Jews. 
 “Wait, Gustav, for a few days, when we got the 
Centre Piece, the Junction point.” 
 “What do you mean?” 
 “You will see, you will see.” 
 I saw it a week or so later, that huge Centre Piece, 
an iron monstrosity with a square shape. 
 “This,” David pointed out, “will have to be lifted, 
moved and joined to the completed railway track.” 
 I looked at David.  “Who can possibly shift this?  
There is no room to put the pliers, let alone to lift it.” 
 “So, Gustav, less prisoners would have to be used – 
no more than 10 or 12.” 
 Next day, on the morning appel, a group of stronger 
Polish Jews were selected.  Some of them volunteered 
as they were promised some extra food – I can’t 
remember what it was, an extra soup card or a bit of 
bread. 

 GERMAN MUSEUM DESIGNER AT CENTRE 
 

 Dagmar von Wilcken, who designed the renowned Information Centre below the 
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Berlin (see September issue of Centre News), spoke at 
the Melbourne Holocaust Centre in November.  She said she was very impressed with 
the Melbourne Holocaust Centre, especially with the way the survivor guides interacted 
with all visitors, especially students.  Photo: Dagmar and Jayne Josem, the Centre’s 
Curator. 
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ACQUISITIONS: AUGUST—OCTOBER 2005 
By Ursula Flicker 
 

The following are the latest additions to our collection: 
 
1. Photographs from the Ghetto Bendzin, Poland 

Donor: Mrs. Rosa Krakowski 
 
2. Framed photograph of cherished child, Evan Snyder, perished in Auschwitz, pictured with mother together 

with albums of photographs of family life in Zilina, Bohemia/Moravia. 
Donor: Mrs. Evelyn Kaufer 

 
3. Book “Tragédia Slovenských Zidov” - Tragedy of Slovak Jews 

Donor: Mr. Erwin Lamm 
 
4. Booklet “What it was like in the Concentration Camp at Dachau” by Auxiliary Bishop of Munich, Dr. 

Joahannes Neuhäusler.  Further donation of photographs of Terezin. 
Donor: Mr. Alf Stone OAM 

 
5. Yellow star worn by French Jews 

Donor: Mr. Sam and Mrs. Suzanne Goodchild 
 
6. Document “Arbeitskarte” - False work permit issued to Miss Lola Galban, Polish girl, who gave it to Mrs. Hela 

Slamowicz, for work in Germany.  Thus saving her life! 
Donor: Mrs. Hela Slamowicz 

 
7. Passport “Deutsches Reich Reispass” issued on 9/10/1939 in Vienna, Austria to Mrs. Irma Sara Koch. 

Donor: Mr. Paul Stanley 
 
8. Stones from C-Camps Auschwitz-Birkenau and Majdanek together with pieces of wood from railway tracks in 

Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland, collected by Museum volunteer whilst on the “March of the Living”. 
Donor: Mr. Edward Curov 

 
9. Photographs of family of donor who lived in the Warsaw Ghetto and perished without a trace. 

Sender: Mrs. Zosia Gettler 
 
10. Video cassette titled “Caribia and Koenigstein-Ships of Hope” and photocopies of newspaper articles and 

reviews from the Venezuelan and Jewish press about the documentary, dealing with the desperate plight of 
Jewish refugees mainly from Austria, prior to outbreak of World War II, attempting to flee and land in South 
America. 
Donor: Mr. Adam Frydman 

 
11. Narrative memoir written by donor together with related photographs telling of her friendship with Mrs. 

Greta Sucmanova, nee Weksberg, stemming from their Holocaust experience working in German factory 
producing clothing for German army, then work camp Rorsdorf Niederschlesen and Concentration Camp of 
Kratzau, Silesia, until liberated on 9th May 1945.  Also publication “Aktual” and “It happened at the Wall” 
written in German. 
Donor: Mrs. Jadzia Warman 

 
12. Photographs, documents of family L. Grodner 

Donor: Mr. Jacob Dale 
 
13. Map of Bergen-Belsen C/Camp.  Booklet for commemorative ceremony of the 50th anniversary of 

Concentration Camps held in Memorial of Bergen-Belsen 27/01/1995. 
Donor: Mrs. Edith Tarjan 

 

The Archives of the Jewish Holocaust Museum and Research Centre benefits from treasured documents, objects and 
artifacts given to us for safekeeping.  We thank donors for helping to preserve the memory of their loved ones and 
others who suffered and perished in the Holocaust and Nazi era. 

Please donate any items pertaining to the Holocaust to our Museum. 
They are all important to reconstruct and keep alive the memory of the past. 
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Please make cheques/credit card payments payable to: 

JEWISH HOLOCAUST CENTRE INC. 
 

Credit Card Payments can be made by: 
Phone: 9528 1985 

Fax: 9528 3758 
OR 

Email: admin@holocaustcentreaustralia.org.au 
 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE 
 

15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick VIC 3185 

MAKE A PLEDGEMAKE A PLEDGE  
 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED DONATING TO THE 
HOLOCAUST CENTRE? 

 
PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN THE CENTRE AND KEEP ALIVE THE 

HOLOCAUST’S MESSAGE AND THE MEMORY OF ITS VICTIMS.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
WE MUST KEEP THIS LEGACY ALIVE FOR THE FUTUREWE MUST KEEP THIS LEGACY ALIVE FOR THE FUTURE    

 

        

I pledge the amount of $   

Name   

Address   

   

Credit Card Bankcard     Visa  Mastercard        Amex   

Number      

 

Expiry Date 
 

 / 
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HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ADVERTISING IN CENTRE NEWS? 
 

Centre News has an estimated over 12,000 readership across Victoria. 

With its inexpensive advertising rates, 

it is an excellent medium for individuals and businesses. 

Stan Marks.  Tel: 9528 1985 Fax: 9528 3758 

Victoria  
Body Corporate Services  

Pty Ltd 
 

Management of Strata Titles, Flats , 
 Units, Commercial Properties  
and Company Share Properties 

 

6 RIDDELL PARADE, ELSTERNWICK 
FAX: 9528 6935 

9523 5038 
 

Member of Institute of 
Body Corporate Managers 

With Compliments 
 

PRINCES PHARMACY 
 
 

David & James Prince, Ph.C.,M.P.S. 
350 Bridge Road, Richmond 3121 

 
 

Telephone : 9428 1953 
           Fax : 9427 0160 

250 Queen Street, Melbourne 
 

TEL : 9670 7777 
 

ESTATE AGENTS, AUCTIONEERS, 
PROPERTY INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS, 

PROPERTY MANAGERS, VALUERS 
 

Directors 
 

Barry Novy 
Eugene Wood 

 

WITH BEST WISHES 

DANDENONG  
SAWMILLING CO. 

 

11 Bryant Road 
Dandenong, 3175 

 

Telephone : 9794 6123 

If you’d like details about contributing towards the sponsoring 
an issue of Centre News, contact Stan Marks on 9528 1985 or 9578 6697 
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Printed by: Ellikon Fine Printers, Fitzroy, Victoria. Australia 

 

Dana Peterfreund’s Batmitzvah 
 

Suzie & Gaby Nozick on the birth of their great 
grandson, Oscar Samuel Gorog. 
 

Condolences 
Churgiel Family 
T. Tauber & Family 
Maria Lewitt & Family on the loss of Julian Lewitt. 
Arnold Erlanger & his daughters on the loss of Zet 
Erlanger. 
 

Get Well 
Speedy recovery to Maly Kohn  
\ 

Birthdays 
Norma Krasnostein & Leon Brooks—90th birthday; 
Charlotte Newman, Steven Szental, Gabi Hilton & 
Norman Sams. 
 

Donations 
Special thanks to Pauline & Geoff Hook for their 
generous donation. 
Sonia Wajcman for her donation for Vivienne Fink. 
 

Mazel Tov 
Heartiest congratulations to Adrian Trytell on his 75th 
Birthday and on the occasion of his Barmitzvah.  Two 
very special occasions. (And thank you and your friends 
for your kind donations to the Centre). 

PERSONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 The Centre has been awarded a 2005 Federal Heritage Community Grant.  The $2,000 will enable it to conduct 
ongoing investigations in its collection.  This will help it to more readily display what is available in the archives.  

CENTRE’S ARCHIVAL GRANT 

The Executive and Volunteers congratulate President Shmuel Rosenkranz 
on receiving a Victorian Multicultural Commission “Award for Excellence” 

in Multicultural Affairs, personally presented at a ceremony 
by John Landy, Governor of Victoria. 
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