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FROM THE PRESIDENT

In December 2009 the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre museum we 
have known for over 25 years 
closed its doors for the last time. 

We then saw the new museum 
unfold before our eyes. Each day I 
would arrive at the Centre to watch 
its development. One morning in 
late February one of our survivor 
guides said: ‘Come quickly. Look 
what I have found!’ He had found a 
photo of his beloved teacher from 
the Lodz Ghetto.

On 1 March 2010 the new upgraded 
museum opened its doors to 
welcome the first students. The 
transformation that has taken place 
has far exceeded my expectations. 
It is a credit to Jayne Josem, 
Curator and Head of Collections, 
and her fantastic team of workers, 
who have all collaborated on this 
project. To them all: Kol HaKavod!

In an interview in the September 
2009 edition of Centre News, Jayne 
said: ‘The aim of this upgrade is 
not to change the substance of the 
museum, but to update the method 
of delivery of the information to 
appeal to the younger generation 
of visitors that make up the bulk 
of our audience.’ This has been 
achieved. Our new-look museum 
is technologically advanced, but 
honours the legacy of Melbourne’s 

visionary Holocaust survivors who 
created a unique educational and 
research facility.

A sense of excitement and 
emotion overcomes me as I walk 
through the museum doors and 
the survivors’ stories leap out 
from their exhibits. This is your 
museum, dear survivors, guides 
and volunteers. It contains your 
memories and treasures and hopes 
for the future. I know that it is not 
that which you originally created, 
but be aware that your spirit is 
deeply ingrained in this museum, 
as it will continue to be in the 
future. 

On 18 March we had a special 
opening event for our survivor 
guides and families, the Centre’s 
staff and volunteers. We now look 
forward to the official public launch 
in July.

This year we have had some 
changes in staff. We bade 
farewell to Bernard Korbman 
who, as Education Director and 
then Executive Director over the 
past seven years, brought much 
to the Centre. I want to thank 
Bernard for his efforts in many 
aspects of the Centre’s activities 
and his extraordinary input and 
encouragement throughout the 
museum upgrade. Bernard, we 
wish you well for your future 
endeavors.

In April I am embarking on a 
journey to the Ukraine, the final 
piece in my family jigsaw. I will 
be in Kiev and Lvov and several 
smaller but significant towns 
relevant to a rich Jewish history 
that once was. I will visit Kalusz, 

Western Ukraine, the town of 
my paternal grandparents and 
their ancestors. I am not sure 
what I will find there – perhaps 
nothing, as the family was almost 
completely obliterated – but I feel it 
is important to tread the landscape. 
I shall then travel to Poland to 
lead an international adult group 
on the 2010 March of the Living. 
This year there are 15 participants 
from Australia and two from New 
Zealand. We are privileged to be 
travelling with a child survivor and 
her two sons. 

In March I was fortunate to be 
present at an extraordinary 
event at the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre. Fumiko Ishioka, Director 
of the Tokyo Holocaust Centre, 
addressed a rapt audience about 
her quest to acquire an object 
for her museum. This led to the 
acquisition of a suitcase with the 
words ‘Hana Brady – orphan’ 
written on it. Fumiko’s subsequent 
discoveries about Hana and her 
suitcase resulted in her meeting 
with Hana’s brother in Canada 
and to the publication of a book. 
It was a reality check for me to 
hear a woman tracing something 
so extensively, seeking meaning. 
Fumiko’s journey brought home 
the importance of our work at 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre – 
that sense of our being not only 
on a journey of remembrance 
and commemoration, but also 
education and change and, above 
all, hope for the future.

Pauline 
Rockman

Welcome to the new 
Jewish Holocaust 
Centre museum, which 
we are proud to feature 

in this edition of Centre News. The 
museum now has a new look and 
clearer displays, so that visitors 
can see more of the precious texts 

and artefacts from the collection. It 
also incorporates state-of-the-art 
interactive technology to appeal to 
younger visitors and to enable the 
survivors’ stories to be heard.

What has made the museum 
unique since its establishment in 
1984 is its focus on the stories of 
Melbourne Holocaust survivors and 
their families. Take, for example, 
the section on ‘Children’. An iconic 
photo taken when Auschwitz was 
liberated is central to the display. 
It shows a group of children in 
camp uniforms behind barbed wire, 
with Melbourne child survivor, Eva 
Slonim, and her younger sister, 
Marta, in the centre. And near the 

text and photos is Mishka, a book 
written and illustrated by Belinda 
Raffa, a non-Jewish schoolgirl, in 
response to Eva’s story. This very 
moving but accessible story is now 
displayed in moveable glass panels 
so that you can easily read it if you 
wish. And if reading is not your 
‘thing’, you can go instead to one 
of the Storypods and use the touch 
screen to learn about children, or 
any other aspect of the Holocaust, 
through the stories of survivors.

If you have not already done so, 
we hope this ‘taste’ of the new 
museum will encourage you to visit 
soon.

EDITOR’S LETTER

Ruth Mushin
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The Jewish Holocaust Centre’s new museum 
opened in March. The upgrade has been 
designed to update the method of delivery of the 
information to appeal to the younger generation, 

who make up the bulk of visitors, while retaining the 
musuem’s special ingredient – the opportunity to interact 
with survivor guides.

The exhibition space has been painted white and a new 
carpet installed to give it a lift. A monochromatic palette 
has been chosen to express a sense of memorial, with its 
lightness providing some relief from the darkness of the 
Holocaust story. 

The museum guides visitors through the Holocaust in the 
order in which events unfolded. Angular walls serve to 
break up the journey and the simplicity of the museum’s 
design assists visitors to focus on the content. The 
display cases have been purpose-built to show off some 
of the incredible documents and memorabilia from the 
Centre’s archive, painstakingly collected over 26 years. 
The museum text has been rewritten and is presented on 
panels designed to make it easy to read and new photos, 
including the precious photos of our survivors, have been 
included.

The modern technology which features in our new 
museum serves to complement but not to replace the 
displays. Its main purpose is to deliver eyewitness 
testimony and to ensure that the survivors’ voices remain 
ever-present in the museum. Of the four interactive 
computer terminals, three are dedicated to Storypods, 

FEATURE

New Museum Opens at the

(l-r): Yehuda Bauer and Abe Goldberg

Photos: Ziva Fain
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Jewish Holocaust Centre

(l-r): Pauline Rockman and Jayne Josem

(l-r): Helen Mahemoff, Nathan Fink and Alan Isaacs

Benjamin and Asia Berri

Ruth Mushin and Abhijit Chattaraj Philip Cookson and Buddhiporn 
Palakawong Na Ayudhaya

(l-r): Willie Lermer, Halina Zylberman and 
Brian Goldberg

telling the stories of our survivor guides and incorporating their 
photographs, memorabilia and documents. Another two computers 
enable visitors to explore two important topics in-depth: ‘Acts of 
Courage’, featuring stories of the Righteous Among the Nations and 
‘Fate of Jewish Communities’, a country-by-country exploration 
of the impact of the Holocaust. We are able to include a wealth of 
information in these interactive computers and visitors can choose 
what they wish to look at according to their own interests. 

The main imperative of the upgrade is to continue our mission 
to educate the public, not just by presenting the facts but also by 
focussing on Melbourne Holocaust survivors who have donated much 
of the material on display. It is these glimpses into personal stories 
that we hope will have the most impact on visitors.

A preview opening of the new museum was held on 18 March. 
Renowned Holocaust scholar, Professor Yehuda Bauer, from Yad 
Vashem, delivered the keynote address. The public launch of the 
museum will be held in July.
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Jayne Josem is the museum Curator and project leader of 
the museum upgrade. This is the text of the address she 
delivered at the preview opening on 18 March 2010.

We are excited to announce that our new 
upgraded museum is open. Since 1 March 
school students have been coming every day 
to take advantage of the new educational 

experience we offer at the Centre.

It has been a labour of love for all those involved – myself 
and all the volunteers who worked on the project, the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre staff, past and present, and the 
survivors who work here, who continue to inspire us all.

The survivors built this Centre from their shared sorrows; 
from the well of sadness a bucket of hope was drawn. The 
hope was that despite all the unimaginable, inexplicable, 
unspeakable horrors that form the foundation of this 
institution, would come and learn important lessons 
about humanity. The survivors come each week, hoping 
to impart some good, hoping to awaken something deep 
in the souls of the often indifferent students who come 
through our doors.

The challenge the Centre faces is to get these sometimes 
apathetic, sometimes self-absorbed students interested 
in something that happened 75 years ago, in a far away 
land, to a minority group. It is a tall order. Zvi Civins, our 

Education Director put it nicely: ‘They arrive indifferent; 
they leave different.’ 

Recently the historian Simon Schama was asked: ‘What 
do we learn from history?’ George Bernard Shaw once 
famously said: ‘We learn from history that we learn 
nothing from history.’ Simon Schama had a particularly 
good answer, which rings true for our Centre and it is why 
we do what we do. He said: ‘History teaches us to fight for 
the truth.’

As much as the powerful aspect of a visit to the Centre is 
still the opportunity to interact with survivors, we felt the 
students needed a more modern-looking museum – one 
that communicates to them simply and one with a sizeable 
multi-media component. We felt they needed striking 
display cases, well-placed artistic reflections on the 
Holocaust, riveting photos and even historical film footage 
to make it more real. But mostly, we felt they needed to be 
moved emotionally. To walk into the museum today you 
must walk past photos of over 150 children who died in 
the Holocaust – brothers, sisters and friends of Melbourne 
survivors. The faces of these children are not much 
different from those of the students walking by, or their 
brothers or sisters. It immediately brings the Holocaust to 
their level. Children were murdered en masse – 1.5 million 
children. 

Equally important are the powerful display items, like the 
orange silk dress of the little girl, Basia Puszet, who was 

A Labour of Love
Jayne Josem

Museum upgrade project team
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A team of talented and capable people worked on the 
Museum Uprgrade project:

Curator 
Jayne Josem

Advisory Panel 
Zvi Civins, Sue Hampel, Dr Paul Bartrop

Academic Advisor 
Prof Andrew Markus

Museum Text 
Jayne Josem, Zvi Civins, Dr Bill Anderson,  
Dr Paul Bartrop, Sue Hampel, Elaine Davidoff 

Editors 
Rosemary Benkemoun, Ruth Mushin

Principal Researchers 
Dr Julie Fenwick, Dr Hannah Miska, Rosemary Benkemoun

Research Support 
Kathy Janovic, Dr Donna-Lee Frieze, Kate Luciano,  
Matthew Gerstgrasser, Jasmine Morris, Peter Symons,  
Fay Bock, Alina Kramova, Marieke Stork

Project Administrator 
Daniel Feldman

Exhibition Design/Project Management 
Martin Lilford, Lilford Smith Exhibition Design Pty Ltd

Graphic Design 
Izydor and Esther Marmur, Izigraphics Pty Ltd

Construction 
ADS Solutions Pty Ltd 
Consolidated Graphics Pty Ltd 
Bluebottle 3 Pty Ltd 
Melbourne Carpets Pty Ltd

Multi-Media/Audio-Visual 
Dr Abhijit Chattaraj, Philology Pty Ltd 
Philip Cookson, Philology Pty Ltd 
Eileen Wright, Memory Map Media 
Dean Stranieri, Bounce Creative Audio

Sponsors

 Jewish Holocaust Centre Foundation

 The Ian Potter Foundation 

 The Conference on Jewish  
 Material Claims Against Germany

 Telematics Trust 

 Lord Mayor’s Charitable Foundation 

 Friends of the Jewish Holocaust Centre

We are grateful to the support from US Holocaust 
Memorial Museum Film and Photography Archive,  
Yad Vashem and other international archives.

murdered in Treblinka aged 
three, and the large Treblinka 
model made by the late 
Chaim Sztajer in memory of 
his wife and child who were 
murdered upon arrival there. 
Now you can be taken on a 
tour through the model, with 
a computer set up to light the 
different areas and explain 
in depth what went on in a 
specific area, including the 
gas chambers and the burial 
process. It is a chilling insight 
into the way the Nazis went 
about murdering the Jews 
and, being a model, it is more 
tangible, more real, than 
words on a page. 

We hope these nonchalant 
students will learn just what 
people are capable of, if left 
unchecked. We want their visit 
to be a ‘wake-up’. In saying 
this we must acknowledge that 

not all of our young visitors are disinterested. Some are 
indeed motivated and interested, but the majority needs 
to be jolted into a sense of awareness of the horrors of the 
Holocaust and of racism and prejudice.

One of our main goals was to keep the survivors’ voices 
alive in the museum and the use of multi-media helps to 
achieve this. At one station you can hear retired museum 
guide, Rosie Bruell, asking: ‘When we are gone, who is 
going to talk about them?’ The ‘them’ she refers to is her 
family and all the millions who were murdered. This is a 
big concern many survivors express, this fear that in the 
future no one will care; no one will be left to talk about their 
murdered families. Thanks to technology, the survivors 
will continue to be heard in the museum and we too will 
continue to talk about the Holocaust and the millions who 
were murdered.

Survivors gave us guidance throughout the museum 
upgrade and we relished the opportunity to work with 
them, to create this museum in consultation with them 
and to have ongoing dialogue with them throughout the 
project. Many have given us precious items, photographs 
and documents that fill the walls and cabinets of the 
museum. The Jewish Holocaust Centre thanks all the 
donors of memorabilia and all the artists whose work 
is featured. It was always our aim to fill the space with 
material and stories of Melbourne Holocaust survivors. 
This is what makes our museum truly unique. While we 
have sourced many photographs for the museum from 
archives the world over, we are fortunate that so much 
primary source material, evidence of the Holocaust, is right 
here in Melbourne and much of it safely stored in our own 
collection.

This museum is our gift to the survivors who created the 
Centre and have worked so tirelessly in it for over 26 years. 
We hope they continue to use it in good health and, taking 
heed of Simon Schama’s wise words, may we all continue 
to fight for the truth.
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Survivors and Liberators Commemorate 
the Liberation of Auschwitz

On 27 January 1945, Soviet soldiers of the 60th Army 
of the First Ukrainian Front, under the command 
of Marshall Ivan Koniev, reached the town of 
Auschwitz. Only about 7,000 prisoners were still in 

the Auschwitz and Birkenau camps, the barracks of which 
had once housed 200,000 prisoners at a time.

Sixty-five years later, on 27 January 2010, 400 people 

gathered at Elwood Synagogue to mark the 65th anniversary 
of the liberation of Auschwitz. The event was organised by 
Elwood Synagogue, together with the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre, the Shalom Association, the Association of Former 
Inmates of Nazi Concentration Camps and Ghettoes from 
the former Soviet Union and the Victorian Association 
of WWII Veterans from the former Soviet Union. It was 

attended by Holocaust 
survivors, second and third 
generation survivors and 
veterans of the Soviet Army.

Eva Slonim, who was 
13 years old at the time 
of liberation, and Lev 
Aronshtam, a captain of the 
Soviet Army who was one 
of the camp’s liberators, 
were the special guests. 
The gathering was also 
addressed by representatives 
of the second and third 
generation of survivors, 
including Rebbetzin Sara 

Gutnick and the Hon Michael Danby MP, Member for 
Melbourne Ports. The program included prayers, a musical 
tribute and the lighting of six candles to commemorate the 
six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust.

Eva Slonim, whose words appear below, spoke of her time 
in Auschwitz and expressed the gratitude of survivors to 
their liberators, including the Russian Jewish veterans 
who now live in Melbourne. Lev Aronshtam expressed his 
thanks and was presented with an Australian Government 
Medal, commemorating his bravery, by Michael Danby.

Rebbetzin Gutnick, whose grandmother was murdered by the 
Nazis, gave a touching address about her grandmother after 
whom she was named, but whom she never met. Michael 
Danby spoke about the death of his paternal grandparents, 
Bruno and Margarethe Danziger, who were murdered in the 
last days of Auschwitz. His grandfather had been a decorated 
soldier who served in the German army during World War 
I. He emphasised the need to remember the horrors of the 
Holocaust and learn from its legacy by educating future 
generations to act against those who persecute others on the 
grounds of racial or other differences.

A Child Survivor 
Remembers
Eva Slonim
I deem it a privilege and honour to acknowledge publicly 
the valiant, heroic Russian combatants here tonight who 
liberated me in Auschwitz on 27 January 1945, sixty-five 
years ago. We salute you and thank you! I was then 13 years 
of age and I do forgive you if you do not recognise me.

It is incumbent on us, the last witnesses of the Holocaust, to 

World War II veterans

Tuvia Lipson with his son, Gary, and granddaughter, Melanie Raleigh

Photos: Elwood Synagogue

Rebbetzin Sara Gutnick The Hon Michael Danby MPLev Aronshtam
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recount, to document, to bear witness, to perpetuate every 
facet of the greatest loss, suffering and tragedy that befell 
the Jewish people. Sadly, anti-Semitism has reared its ugly 
head throughout Europe and still in our lifetime, revisionists 
are rewriting history.

On our arrival at Auschwitz, Dr Mengele thought that 
my sister, Marta, and I were twins and we were sent to 
the Kinderlager. In that barrack were twins, dwarfs and 
pregnant women, all victims of Dr Mengele’s experiments.

For weeks I was put to work carrying heavy buckets of 
excrement from our barracks to empty in the sewer. As I 
had passed the Totenkammer, the death chambers, I saw 
bodies and body parts of children on whom experiments 
had been performed. It was then that I realised that horrific 
things were being done to children. So, when I was selected 
for experimentation I was panic-stricken and full of fear, for 
I had seen the unimaginable. 

It was snowing as I made my way to the hospital where the 
experiments were performed. I shuffled in 
my oversized wooden clogs and shivered 
from cold and fear. I pleaded with G-d to 
spare me for I so much wanted to live. 
I looked up towards the sky, but it was 
morning and the stars were not out, so 
I could not communicate with my father 
as I did every night. When we were 
separated at the station in Bratislava, 
his parting words were: ‘Mein Kind, my 
child, look at the stars every night and so 
will I. Tell me all your worries and fears 
and always remember that we have to 
fight and endure with all our strength 
to survive. The same stars that will be 
shining over you will also shine over me 
and Palestine and they will guard you.’

When I arrived at the hospital I was petrified, cold and 
hungry. I was directed to a narrow bunk three tiers off the 
ground which I was to share with a Greek girl. When my 
number was called I was struck with terror. That girl, whose 
language I could not speak, said ‘Shalom’ meaning good 
luck, goodbye and everything else she wanted to tell me. 

When I climbed down from the bunk I was ordered to extend 
my left arm, but I would not do so. I struggled violently for 
I knew this was my end. Several people held me down and 
stretched out my arm. Dr Mengele then inserted a large 
needle, took four bottles of my blood and walked away. Both 
Marta and I were given injections for several weeks.

In January 1945, hard pressed by the Red Army, the 
Germans hastily evacuated tens of thousands of Jewish 
prisoners under frightful conditions. Only those that 
were able to work and help towards the war effort were 
evacuated. The others were left behind. The overriding 
principle and cruel reality was that not a single Jewish man, 
woman or child was meant to live until liberation and bear 
witness to what had happened. No one was intended to be 
left to tell the world of the inexhaustible evil the supposedly 
most ‘cultured’ people had inflicted on its innocent, 
defenceless and unsuspecting victims. 

On 18 January 1945 the SS ordered the evacuation of the 
whole camp, except for the sick. It was rumoured that 
those left behind would be killed. Even though I was sick, I 
ran away from hospital and presented for selection. I was 
not considered fit and was ordered back to camp. I was 
not going to capitulate, not when freedom was within my 
grasp. I went to the back of the line and this time passed the 
selection for the march which we believed would lead us to 
freedom. 

I was suffering from severe dysentery and typhoid and 
soon realised that I was too weak to join the march, so I 
returned to the camp in the prevailing chaos, together with 

Marta and some other children. We were locked behind 
electrified barbed wire fences and the SS set the hospital 
and surrounding barracks on fire.

We were trapped between the furiously burning 
barracks and an electrified fence, but a downpour of rain 
miraculously extinguished the fires. When all was quiet, we 
realised the Germans had fled. Those that were able raided 
the food and clothing stores. Many died from overeating. 

A few days later, unexpectedly and to our horror, the SS 
returned. We were ordered once again to line up, but this 
time no one was to stay back. I mustered strength when 
I thought I had none left and joined the march. We were 
ordered at gunpoint to march, walk and run at the whim of 
the SS. Anyone who was out of line or could not keep up 
was shot. Marta and I were encouraged by our togetherness 
and the hope of liberation.

We reached Auschwitz I, three kilometres from Auschwitz-
Birkenau II, and were rushed into barracks. I saw hand-to-

hand fighting between the Russians, who 
were camouflaged in white suits, and the 
Germans.

When the fighting stopped the Russians 
ordered the Germans to form a line and 
told us we could do whatever we liked 
with them. You should have seen those 
great heroes who had had no heart or 
pity for even us children, begging for 
mercy. No one touched them. 

So, my friends, the war for us was 
over. The gates of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
were open. The adults and we children 
who had managed to stay alive 
through hiding, humiliation, torture 
and deprivation, were free. We were 

overwhelmed and speechless, as were our liberators, 
although obviously for different reasons. 

But the freedom we anticipated, for which we had struggled 
so hard, was an illusion. Face to face with liberty, we felt 
lost, empty and perplexed. No one waited for us, the 
survivors – no parents, no brothers or sisters, uncles, aunts 
or grandparents. There was no dancing and no celebration.

How did I, Eva, 13 years of age, imagine liberation? I 
imagined that the liberators would shower us with food and 
kindness – which they mostly did – and would bring with 
them our parents who would whisk us out of Auschwitz and 
take us back home. Instead, upon medical examination I 
was hospitalised. I was given blood transfusions and other 
treatment. I was back in bunks, surrounded by authority 
and uniforms. The conditions in the hospital were appalling. 
Patients were screaming and dying all over the place – 
some violently, some resigned and too weak to protest.

One day I overheard the Russians making plans to take us 
children to Russia. That night, dressed in camp uniforms 
and clogs, Marta and I ran away from Auschwitz. From the 
gates of Auschwitz I turned for a last look at the valley of 
death. I had the feeling that thousands of skeletons were 
chasing me, imploring me not to leave them behind. I felt 
like a traitor and very guilty.

Who would have thought that from the ashes of Auschwitz, 
in defiance of all psychological and medical predictions, we 
would be able to cope and rebuild? In this sense I would like 
to express my gratitude to the people of Australia for their 
generosity of spirit, for granting me refuge in this land of 
opportunity, tranquillity, mateship, freedom and equality. 
G-d bless Australia!

On this occasion I want to propose a toast to our survival, to 
life and to continuity and to salute the indomitable spirit and 
tenacity of the Jewish people. Chazak v’ematz, be strong 
and of courage! Am Yisrael Chai, the people of Israel live!

Eva Slonim
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David (Doov) Cohen joined the Board of the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre in mid-2009 and became Treasurer in 
November when the Board elected a new Executive. He 
joins Vice-President, Adam Kreuzer, as part of the younger 
generation who will ensure the continuity of the Centre.

Doov was born and raised in Western Australia, attending 
Carmel School, the only Jewish day school in WA, and 
completing a Bachelor of Commerce degree at the 
University of Western Australia. He moved to Melbourne 
in 1995 and, in the following year, he was admitted into 
the Institute of Chartered Accountants. He has progressed 

through several commercial senior finance roles across a 
range of sectors including media, government and financial 
services. He is currently the Chief Financial Officer of BDO, 
the fifth largest accounting firm globally.

Doov’s late Booba, Sylvia Jacobson (his mother Louise’s 
mother), managed to escape Poland before World War II, 
but most of her family perished during the Holocaust. His 
late Zaida, Harry Jacobson, survived the war in Russia 
despite persecution by the Cossacks. He migrated to 
Victoria, where he and Sylvia raised their four children.

Doov’s Perth family has strong communal links. His 
grandparents were pioneers in the Jewish community, 
involved in the establishment of The Maccabean 
(Perth’s only Jewish newspaper), Wizo, Maccabi and 
other community organisations. His father, Anthony, 
continued this family tradition through the presidency of 
Carmel School, the establishment of youth movements 
and significant involvement in WA Maccabi, both in 
administration and coaching.

Like his parents and grandparents, he has been involved 
with Maccabi in the administration of Carnivals, coaching 
and recently, managing and taking part in the 2009 
Australian Delegation to the Maccabiah Games in Israel.

Married to Sharyn (nee Lewis), he is the father of two 
young boys, Benjamin and Nathan.

At the beginning of March the 
Centre welcomed Michael Cohen 
who has joined our professional 
staff in a part-time capacity as 
Community Relations Coordinator.

Michael, who migrated to Australia 
from South Africa over three 
decades ago, was until recently 
the long-serving vice-principal of 
Bialik College. He resigned from 
the College at the end of last 
year to pursue doctoral studies 

in South African anti-Semitism, an area of research which 
complements his work at the Centre. He was brought to 
Australia by Mount Scopus Memorial College, having 
previously served as vice-principal of the secondary division 
of Cape Town’s United Herzlia schools, and taught at Mount 

Scopus for ten years.

A Jewish educator, Michael has lectured extensively to 
Jewish and non-Jewish organisations, at university level 
and as part of the Florence Melton Adult Mini-School post-
graduate program. For several years he served as executive 
director of the former Australian Institute of Jewish Affairs 
and the Asia-Pacific Jewish Association, undertaking 
research into contemporary Jewish life and working with 
Jewish communities in the Pacific. A teacher of history and 
Hebrew, Michael’s areas of interest include Jewish history 
– particularly modern Jewish history – Jewish theology and 
contemporary universal history.

Married to Sharon, a Melbourne-born child and adolescent 
psychiatrist and a child of Holocaust survivors, Michael has 
five children and two grandchildren. He is generally active 
in Jewish communal life and, as a lay chazzan, has a love of 
chazzanut – cantorial music.

Introducing David (Doov) Cohen,  
our Newest Executive Member

Welcome Michael Cohen

JHC Executive (l-r): Adam Kreuzer, Pauline Rockman, Abe Goldberg,  
Elly Brooks, David (Doov) Cohen, Helen Mahemoff

Michael Cohen

Executive Director, Bernard Korbman, resigned in February. He was an integral part of the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre for seven years, holding the position of Director of Education for four years 
before becoming Executive Director in 2007.

Bernard helped to guide the Centre through a difficult transition period to ensure its continuity as 
survivor numbers are diminishing. He oversaw the implementation of many new initiatives and 
projects, including the museum upgrade. He worked to build bridges with the Polish, German and 
Austrian consulates and forged links with a range of groups, including Catholic people and the 
Koori community.

We wish him well with his future endeavors.

Farewell Bernard Korbman

Bernard Korbman
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Rabbi Ehud Bandel reflects on Yom Hashoah at the 
commemoration held at the Jewish Holocaust Centre,  
April 2009.

In his poem entitled All the Generations Before Me, the 
Israeli poet Yehuda Amichai writes: 

All the generations before me 
donated me, bit by bit, so that I‘d be
erected all at once
here in Jerusalem, like a house of prayer
or charitable institution.
It binds. My name’s
my donors’ name.
It binds.

I’m approaching the age
of my father’s death. My last
will’s patched with many patches.
I have to change my life and death
daily to fulfill all the prophecies
prophesied for me. So they’re not lies.
It binds.

I’ve passed forty.
There are jobs I cannot get
because of this. Were I in Auschwitz
they would not send me out to work,
but gassed me straight away.
It binds.

As part of the second generation, the son of a 
Holocaust survivor, I felt all my life that ‘it binds’. 
But binds to what exactly? I think the most 
important lesson that we should take from the 

Shoah is summed up in the famous words, ‘never again’. 
We are bound to ensure that it will never happen again, 
but the lesson of ‘never again’ is threefold. First, never 
again will Jews be led to the slaughter without being 
able to defend themselves. For this reason, I have always 
taken great pride in my military service as a paratrooper 
in the IDF (Israeli Defence Force). But there are other no 
less important meanings of ‘never again’. Never again will 
people – any people – suffer from persecution, oppression, 
humiliation and denial of their basic human rights. And 
lastly, no one is immune from racism and xenophobia. 
Therefore, we need to be constantly on guard lest anyone, 
including ourselves, falls into the deadly trap of bigotry 
and hate.

Professor Emil Fackenheim, with whom I had the privilege 
to study in Jerusalem, articulated the notion of the Shoah 
as a binding factor in his well-known phrase, ‘the 614th 
commandment’. Jews, said Fackenheim, are forbidden to 
give Hitler posthumous victories. He wrote:

Jews are commanded to survive as Jews, lest 
the Jewish people perish; Jews are commanded 
to remember the victims of Auschwitz, lest their 
memory perish; Jews are forbidden to despair of 

Man, lest they co-operate in delivering the world to 
the forces of Auschwitz; and Jews are forbidden to 
despair of the God of Israel, lest Judaism perish.

Emil L Fackenheim, 1999. God’s Presence in History, 
Northvale: NJ: Jason Aronson. 

We are forbidden to despair of the God of Israel. However, 
does that mean that theologically we can understand or, 
Heaven forbid, justify the Shoah?

The Torah portion, Shemini, we read last Shabbat tells 
the story of the tragic death of Nadav and Avihu, the sons 
of Aaron the priest. According to the Torah, Nadav and 
Avihu offered ‘alien fire’ before the Lord and, as a result, 
fire came forth from the Lord and consumed them. Moses 
then told Aaron: ‘This is what the Lord meant when he 
said, “through those near to me I show myself holy”.’ But 
Aaron was silent. Why was Aaron silent? Did he accept 
Moses’ explanation? 

André Neher, the French Jewish philosopher who hid from 
the Nazis during the Shoah, says that Aaron’s silence is his 
response not to the death of his children, but rather to the 
pseudo-explanation given to him by Moses. Sometimes 
silence is the most appropriate response to tragedy. It is 
the only response when we deal with the greatest tragedy 
that befell our people – the Shoah. Nothing can justify 
the death of six million of our people, which included 1.5 
million children. The only response is, ‘and Aaron was 
silent.’ 

In honour of the memory of our parents and grandparents 
we shall remain silent. We shall not even try to 
understand, explain or give reason, but in honour of their 
memory, we shall not despair. We shall not despair of 
the God of Israel; we shall not despair of man. We shall 
continue to believe and to have faith in God and in man. 
We shall continue to believe and to have faith in the 
victory of light over darkness, of hope over despair, and of 
life over death. 

Never Again
Ehud Bandel

Rabbi Ehud Bandel



Out of the Dark: 
The Emotional  
Legacy of the  
Holocaust
Gail Rockman and  
Juliette Hanson
Photos: George Halasz

In October 2009 Out of the Dark: The Emotional Legacy 
of the Holocaust was launched at the Cunningham 
Dax Collection in Parkville. This exhibition was 
the culmination of a two-year collaborative 

project between the Jewish Holocaust Centre and the 
Cunningham Dax Collection. The project emerged from 
a conversation between Gail Rockman, an art therapist 
who had just begun to work with people affected by 
the Holocaust, and the director of the Cunningham Dax 
Collection, Dr Eugen Koh.

Dr Koh wished to acquire a body of artwork made by 
people who had experience of the Holocaust and to create 
an exhibition of these works. The main aim of this project 
was to raise public awareness of this terrible event in 
history, and to foster a greater understanding of the trans-
generational effects of trauma on the survivors, their 
families and the broader community.

Artworks were collected from survivors, child survivors 
and the children of survivors of the Holocaust. The 
works were displayed according to generation. Works 
by survivors and child survivors were shown in one 
space and those by the second generation in another. 
Coincidentally, there were no familial connections between 
the generations represented. The majority of the works 
collected were created in art therapy workshops, but the 

exhibition also included works made in private settings by 
professional and non-professional artists.

The exhibition comprised over 80 works, including 
paintings, prints, ceramics, textiles, photography, video 
and installation pieces. The works showed a diverse 
creative response to the Holocaust and reflected a wide 
array of physical and emotional experiences. 

The exhibition launch took place on 4 November 2009 and 
was attended by over 300 people. Guest speakers were 
renowned journalist and broadcaster Geraldine Doogue 
and Bernard Korbman, Executive Director of the Jewish 

Holocaust Centre.

It was a very emotional evening as family 
members were confronted with the visual 
depictions of their loved ones’ trauma. The 
children of survivors accompanied their survivor 
parents, and for some this was the first time that 
they had revealed the details of their inherited 
trauma. There were tears, comforting hugs of 
support and some very deep conversations 
around the art works.

The public display of these works gave the 
artists a sense of validation and, in some 
cases, afforded a sense of closure. For many 
too, the exhibition enabled them to reach a 
deeper understanding of how their lives had 
been affected by the Holocaust. The exhibition 
provided a platform for conversations and 
revelations to take place between the artists 
and their families, and also among the broader 
Jewish and non-Jewish community. 
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Geraldine Doogue and Eugen Koh

Exhibition opening with artwork by Michelle Fox on the dias



Public programs held at the Cunningham Dax

The exhibition was accompanied by a series of public 
programs, including artists’ talks, lectures, professional 
development presentations and an art therapy workshop. 

A professional development evening was 
held at the Cunningham Dax with Carmella 
Grynberg, Tamara Blacher and Gail Rockman. 
The presentation described the art therapy group 
that was conducted for child survivors of the 
Holocaust from 2000 until 2002, whose members’ 
works were part of the exhibition. Carmella 
showed slides of images that related to early 
life trauma and discussed how child survivors’ 
experiences impacted on the way they lived as 
adults. Gail Rockman presented her experience 
as an art therapist working with the children of 
survivors and some of the artists described their 
reactions and responses evident in their art works.

Andrea Witcomb delivered a lecture entitled ‘Art, 
Memory and the Museum’ and co-curators of the 
exhibition, Juliette Hanson and Gail Rockman, 
were on the panel for further discussion. 

A workshop on ‘Art as Therapy’, conducted by 
Gail Rockman at the Cunningham Dax Gallery, 

was attended by participants who made art works in 
response to viewing the Out of the Darkness exhibition. 
The workshop was a safe environment for a deep and 
emotional response to participants’ personal traumas, 
which was evident in the resulting art works. 

Paul Valent talked about trans-generational 
trauma and the social phenomenon of the self-
help group in dealing with trauma. Two artists, 
Rena Hoffman and Eva Marks, discussed their 
connections to the Holocaust in the making of 
their works and explained different aspects of 
the creative process with Juliette Hanson and 
Gail Rockman. 

Every event was well attended by health 
care professionals, teachers, psychologists 
and art therapists, as well as members of the 
general public. The exhibition also succeeded 
in providing the non-Jewish public with an 
opportunity to understand the intergenerational 
impact of the Holocaust. Approximately 1,500 
people have viewed the exhibition so far. 

Out of the Dark: The Emotional Legacy of the 
Holocaust is planned to tour both within Victoria 
and interstate in the near future.
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(l-r): Juliette Hanson, Gail Rockman, Andrea Witcomb

(l-r): George Halasz, Gail Rockman, Eugen Koh, Juliette Hanson, Bernard Korbman, 
Jayne Josem, Penelope Lee

Artist Anita BentataArtist Sara Vidal Artist Anita Bentata
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EDUCATION

Our new museum has 
been open to schools 
and to the public for 
just one week as I write 

this. In this short time we have 
seen the positive impact of our 
new displays, the museum layout 
and the multimedia technology. 
The newly-displayed artefacts, 
sculptures and paintings all 
combine to create an impressive, 
powerful learning experience.

There is another, equally powerful 
learning experience which we 
have recently initiated. Unlike 
the new museum with all it has 
to display, this project requires 
absolutely nothing other than time 
and commitment. There are no 
computers or images, but the effect 
is just as powerful. This project is 
the ‘Custodians of Memory’ project. 

The pairing of survivors with young 
people so that survivors can pass 
their memories on to young people 
is an idea that has been considered 
by the Centre in the past. However, 
we have Henri Korn, from the Child 
Survivors of the Holocaust group, 
to thank for reviving this project. 
Its simplicity and importance were 
immediately apparent.

‘Custodians of Memory’ involves 
young students, most of whom 
are in their first or second year of 
university, although a few are in 
Year Twelve. Most are Jewish and 
many have been on the March of 
the Living, but there are also non-
Jewish student participants. These 
young people have been paired 
with survivors, many of whom are 
guides at our museum. Over the 
next few weeks or months, or for 
however long they choose, the 
students and survivors will meet so 
that the survivors can share their 
own life experiences before, during 
and after the Holocaust, with the 
young students. They will meet 
either at home or at the Centre.

There is no assignment to submit 
for a grade, no exam for which 
to study and no essay to write. 
The project simply is a means 

for the survivor’s memories to be 
entrusted to a young person. It is 
up to the young person to preserve 
the memories and share them with 
others whenever and however the 
young person feels it appropriate 
or necessary. 

As the word has spread about this 
project, we have heard from other 
young people who are eager to be 
custodians as well. As a result, we 
shall shortly be launching ‘round 
two’ of this project with new 
students and more survivors.

The computers and multimedia 
tools in the new museum are 
vital to transmitting knowledge 
about the Holocaust to our young 
students who have grown up in 
a world of digital technology. 
However, ‘Custodians of Memory’ 
reminds us of the power of two 
human beings speaking face 
to face, becoming friends and 
developing the trust to share 
tragic memories with another so 
that these memories are never 
forgotten.

We have thousands of students 
visit the Centre each year. This 
year, to support their teachers, a 
series of professional development 
seminars for teachers has 
commenced. These are two-hour 
sessions held after school hours 
dealing with a range of Holocaust-
related topics: 

•	 The essentials: what are the very 
basics facts we need to know in 
order to teach the Holocaust? How 
to get started? What are some of 
the pedagogic issues we must take 
into account? 

•	 2000 years in two hours: from 
ancient anti-Semitism to the 
Holocaust. 

•	 Germany between the wars: 
what was the social, economic 
and political situation in Germany 
which led to the rise of the Nazis 
and Hitler? 

•	 Primary school students and the 
Holocaust: how can we ‘adapt’ the 
history of the Holocaust to meet 
younger students’ needs? 

•	 Night, Elli, and other texts for 
teaching the Holocaust: what are 
the best themes and approaches 
to take with our students? What 
other texts and authors could we 
consider? 

•	 Hollywood and the Holocaust: 
which films should we use in 
teaching the Holocaust? What 

are the advantages and potential 
pitfalls? 

•	 The Holocaust and other 
genocides: what has the world 
learned from the Holocaust? 

•	 Where was God at Auschwitz?

•	 What? So what? Now what? How 
can understanding the Holocaust 
assist students to understand the 
importance of human rights and 
tolerance?

By providing these sessions, 
led by a variety of Holocaust 
educators from within and outside 
of the Centre, we are helping our 
colleagues in government and 
private schools develop their 
knowledge and skills so that the 
Holocaust is taught as effectively 
and meaningfully as possible.

A final note: the draft of the 
national curriculum for history 
has been made available. I am 
pleased to see that the Holocaust 
does, in fact, feature at Year Ten 
level as follows: Depth Study 1. 
The Great War and its aftermath; 
the significance of World War II, 
including the Holocaust and use of 
the atomic bomb. 

I shall continue to keep you 
apprised of further developments. 

Zvi Civins

Here is a recent comment from 
a student:

I am a student from Keilor 
Downs College who promised  
to write on this wall.

I would like to say thank you 
for showing us the PowerPoint 
presentation which gave us 
insight into the Holocaust.  
I would also like to say a very 
big thank you to Mr Jack Fogel 
for his amazing story about the 
Holocaust as a survivor.  
Mr Fogel’s story clearly reached 
out to my heart, as I am sure it 
also did to my fellow peers.

I wish we could have stayed 
longer at the Centre to learn 
more about the Holocaust, but 
what I have learnt today about 
Mr Jack Fogel, the Holocaust 
itself, and my experience of the 
Centre will never leave me and 
I thank all of the people at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre.

Did you know you can follow 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
on its own facebook page?



I initially agreed to go on the March of the Living (MOTL) 
with my wife, Marion, a guide at the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre. I grew up in Poland after the war and returned 
there in 2004 to show Marion where I had lived, not 

for nostalgic reasons but to contextualise my past for her. 
During that trip we went on a tour of Auschwitz-Birkenau 
that disturbed us deeply, as it focused on the Polish 
victims: priests, political prisoners and partisans. There 
was only scant reference to the Jews who were murdered 
there. Marion and I made a pact that if we ever returned, it 
would be with a Jewish group, draped in an Israeli flag, as 
a sign of defiance to the revisionists and in memory of the 
Jewish victims. 

Auschwitz-Birkenau was the first concentration camp we 
visited on our MOTL tour. Our guide, Chaim, took us to 
the camp early on the day of the march so that we could 
experience it first in silence. The toilet block, the forlorn 
chimneys of the barracks, the railway track leading to the 
ramp of selections, the destroyed crematoria left as if they 
had just been blown up, the sound of gravel under foot, all 
allowed us to relate to this place personally. The enormity 
of Auschwitz was both obvious and incomprehensible. 
Statistics of victims do not provide the sensation of 
walking in the footsteps of our ancestors who died there. 
A pervasive sense of loss and heavy silence entwined our 
group.

The march itself was a revelation. Groups of Jews from 
places I did not envision had Jewish communities, like 
Panama, as well as Jews from the USA, Israel, Spain, 
Canada, Australia and South Africa. There were some 
9,000 participants, including 2,000 non-Jews. A river of 
people carrying Israeli flags and flags from every country 
represented wound its way slowly from Auschwitz 1 
to Birkenau, where we were greeted by the sound of 
the names of the perished being read out and sombre 
Hebrew songs. The march and the official Yom Hashoah 
ceremony, however emotional, were not the memories 
I treasure most about that day. The private, intimate 
commemorations had a more direct impact: Trevor 
Roth reading out his daughter’s testimonial about her 

grandmother perishing in Auschwitz, the little wooden 
‘tombstones’ we were given to write on and leave as 
our own commemoration to the victims, lighting a small 
candle and reciting Kaddish in a hidden corner of the camp 
– all personalised this dreadful place.

Mixed emotions were my constant companions. The green 
fields of the Plaszow concentration camp, overlooking 
Krakow, seemed surreal. The tranquil and beautiful Polish 
countryside seemed incongruous to the memories we 
were revisiting. Equally incongruous was the school 
training SS torturers in Rabka in the beautiful Tatra 
Mountains, very close to Zakopane, a place I remember 
visiting as a seven-year-old.

We visited mass graves and cemeteries, hoping to 
appease the haunting ghosts of this indescribable horror. 
They are often all that remains of the 1,000 years of Jewish 
contribution to Poland. The Warsaw cemetery looked 
sad and neglected, but not forgotten. Signs of candles 
lit recently, fresh stones placed on graves as in all the 
cemeteries we visited, left me with a sense of familiarity.

The pervasive sense of incomprehensibility of the 
Holocaust never left me. How can one comprehend the 
hundreds of children murdered and buried in Tarnow? The 
children’s drawings, toys, memorial candles and notes 
left at the mass grave by visitors from distant places just 
emphasised the sadness we all felt. Another recitation 
of Kaddish and a small stone left behind were all I could 
contribute.

Majdanek was the trigger for Marion and me finally to 
unleash our pent-up emotions. We cried uncontrollably 
and hugged each other for comfort. The ‘disinfection/
shower’ room with the fingernail scratch marks and green 
stains on the concrete walls, the peep hole in the door 
through which one could watch the suffering inside and 
confirm when the bodies were ready to transport to the 
crematoria, the ovens so functional in their design, the 
dissecting table where bodies were cut open in search of 

March of the Living: 
A Personal Reflection
Victor Majzner

Victor and Marion Majzner
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Adult March of the Living group at Yad Vashem



Why am I looking at 
this, I asked myself. 
It has nothing to do 
with me!

Mega Direct Clearing Centre in 
Glenhuntly Road is a shop I visit 
frequently. ‘I am here again for 
my regular inspection,’ I say to 
Mookey the owner. ‘It’s okay. 
Go for your life,’ he answers. 
Walking through the shop you 
can always see something new, 
a little schmonse or a gadget 
you haven’t seen before. This 
time, however, I was standing 

there watching an advertisement on a plasma screen. A 
happy, good-looking housewife was using a gadget to peel 
many different kinds of fruit and vegetables, with no effort 
whatsoever, leaving the peel almost transparent. Okay, so 
why did that contraption suddenly interest me? There was 
no reason for it, but … oh yes, maybe there was!

* * *
Winter of 1944 wasn’t kind to any of us in Katzetlager 
Sportschule in Lower Silesia, freezing and wet in striped 
pyjamas, with schmattes called onutzes around our feet, 
so hard to fit into our wooden clogs. We were hungry, 
running back to the barrack, not to miss that hot watery 
substance they called coffee, and then running to roll call 

in the Appellplatz, hoping that this time they would not 
keep us for hours. 

I was going slowly downhill, rapidly losing the energy 
I had accumulated in previous camps, where my friend 
Rosie, who worked in the kitchen, fed me a bit of this and a 
bit of that to keep me from starving.

I always remembered David Blum, my old friend, saying 
‘Kopf Hoch. You have to fight him, the Angel of Death, 
who circles around all of us, waiting for the appropriate 
moment to grab someone under his deadly wings.’

In my wildest dreams, I did not imagine that the beginning 
of 1945 would suddenly present me with a life-saving 
present, to which I contributed absolutely nothing. The 
Angel of Death must have lost his duel with, let’s call him, 
the Angel of Life! With the help of a deputy Jewish Lager 
commandant, Abramczyk (who knew me from previous 
Lagers), I was selected to work in the Schälraum, part of 
the kitchen where prisoners peeled vegetables. It was 
under a roof, protected from freezing winter conditions – a 
priceless gift, a lifesaver any prisoner could only dream 
about.

Our daily target was to fill a drum with one hundred 
kilos of peeled potatoes. It wasn’t easy, although not 
impossible, but David explained that the quality of the peel 
was critical. ‘What do you mean, the quality of the peel?’ 
I asked. ‘They insist that the peel has to be thin, almost 
transparent,’ he replied.

‘What’s this?’ SS Helmut grabbed a handful of peel on my 
first day and asked Kaplan, our foreman. ‘Is this how deine 
Juden work?’ He pointed to my not-so-transparent peel. 
‘All of you, out!’ he commanded. We had to go outside to 
do one hundred push-ups. If, God forbid, you stopped for 
a second or lost your balance, you would get a kick from 
Helmut’s shiny riding boots, polished each morning by 
some lucky prisoner.

Even with those punishments, we knew that to lose this 
job would be catastrophic and most probably a death 
sentence. None of us could steal any potatoes from the 
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hidden diamonds and gold – all of this was within view 
of the town just metres away. The stench of burning 
flesh must have permeated the air for miles around. The 
installation of shoes and the concrete monument over 
the mound of ashes are powerful symbols of this place. 
However, the memory I cherish most is an image of Evan, 
a lone figure standing over the mass graves reciting 
Psalms. It is this personal commemoration that the MOTL 
is all about for each participant.

This was most evident at the stone monument of Treblinka 
as each of us made a private connection with a name of 
a town, a distant memory of a name we had heard from 
a relative or read about in a book. On the quiet, sad walk 
back to the bus, each of us was burdened yet empowered 
by the experience. We cried every day in Poland. We 
hugged, touched and supported each other in our time of 
individual and communal connection with the enormity of 
the Holocaust.

After the horrors of Poland, we flew overnight to Israel. 
Boarding the bus that was to take us to Jerusalem, our 
Israeli guide, Leor, exclaimed, ‘Welcome home!’ It really 
felt like coming home and was the most emotional 
memory of the MOTL for me! Yom Hazikaron at the Mt 
Herzl cemetery connected us to the families who lost sons 
or daughters in all the wars Israel has had to suffer. From 
the solemnity of Yom Hazikaron we were then transported 
to the exuberance of Yom Ha’atzmaut when the whole 
country erupted in celebration. This celebratory mood 

culminated in our march to the Kotel. Accompanied by 
singing and drumming, carried by the spontaneity of 
the young participants of the MOTL, we made our way 
to the Kotel – a symbolic return! We then visited Yad 
Vashem in Jerusalem and the Palmach Museum in Tel 
Aviv, representing the two polarities of the Holocaust and 
the birth pains of Israel. The MOTL ended at the Hall of 
Independence where we listened to the recording of the 
UN Vote in 1947 and Ben Gurion’s declaration of the State 
of Israel. In happy tears we joined with the original voices 
on the recording and sang the Hatikvah. This was a perfect 
finale to the waves of emotions we had experienced over 
the last fourteen days.

I often ask myself what the MOTL did for me – a question 
impossible to answer fully as I discover new insights daily. 
Nonetheless, among the few things I can verbalise are the 
fact that it provided an opportunity to express my respect 
and connection with the victims in some of the places 
where they perished, to bear witness to the Holocaust 
in a world that is gradually becoming numb to it, and 
to participate in a public expression of ‘We Will Never 
Forget!’

My gratitude goes to the organisers, guides and security 
people in Poland and Israel and to all the participants 
who became my brothers and sisters in the most amazing 
experience, and last but not least, to Marion for asking me 
to come along with her.

That Gadget
Gary Gray

Gary Gray
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shed but you could slice a potato, stick it on the 
huge iron stove glowing in the centre of the shed, 
fry it and eat it, provided no one else saw you.

There was a knife-sharpener on which you could 
sharpen your small knife, but sharp or not sharp, 
the problem was the middle joint of your index 
finger, which became painful, swollen, and often 
infected from constant use. In the middle of 
one night I was woken up with a horrible pain in 
my finger. It was only when that horrible shout 
‘Aufshtehen!’ woke us up at 5:00am – so often 
interrupting the dreams that no SS or kapo could 
take away from us – that I saw how badly infected 
that finger was. It was filled with pus, raw and 
bleeding. I broke out in a cold sweat. What would  
I do?

An old domestic remedy came to mind. We all knew 
that potatoes had healing properties, that if you had 
an inflamed finger from a splinter, you could put 
your finger in a hole in a raw potato and it would 
help. I decided to cut a slice of potato and bandage 
it somehow around my finger. David warned me: 
‘Don’t say anything to anyone or you will lose your 
job and they will send you to the Lager hospital.’ 
So, I didn’t say anything, not even to Kaplan, the 
foreman.

Someone had convinced our foreman to allow 
people to work in pairs – two people, two drums. 
This way, you could at least talk to each other. 
It was ideal for a father and son, as the father 
could help his son if he was slower, or vice versa. 
Solidarity, sacrifice and comradeship were certainly 
not characteristic of a Katzetlager, so I was touched 
when David turned to me. ‘You know, Gustaw, 
maybe we can go for a partnership. I will try to 
work a bit harder to compensate for you. This way, 
we will be able to talk and no one will notice your 
dilemma.’ ‘Yes, David,’ I answered, ‘I will be happy 
to try.’ And so we began our partnership.

My finger healed somehow, leaving only a mark 
that I still have today, but sadly our partnership 
didn’t last too long. David first started to cough and 
then he coughed up blood. Cyril, who was a felczer, 
someone who knew a bit about medicine, bent 
down as we were peeling potatoes and said: ‘This 
is serious; it’s TB. If you don’t get some help you 
will die quickly.’ ‘I won’t go to the hospital,’ David 
replied. Two weeks later he collapsed and was 
taken away and buried in a little forest just behind 
our camp. No one said Kaddish. 

Soon after, when a Russian tank crashed through 
our Lager gate, liberating us, we ran to find Mr 
Orenstein, the ‘angel’ from Paris who ran a sort 
of quiet Chevra Kadisha. Our Katzetlager was not 
an extermination camp and we didn’t have mass 
graves, so we thought he would remember where 
David was buried.

No, that lovely Mr Orenstein didn’t remember, but 
he said: ‘You know we can say Kaddish at any spot 
where someone is buried. He will forgive you,’ he 
said, pointing up towards the sky. So, we stood in 
front of someone’s grave and quietly said Kaddish.

* * *
Now, so many years later, standing in that shop, 
thinking how useful that gadget would have been in 
that winter of 1945, my mind, so to speak, revisited 
our Schälraum with David, Abramczyk, Orenstein, 
Rosie and a few others who contributed to my 
survival. Wiping away a tear or two, I left the store.

Commemorating the  
Outbreak of World War Two

Seventy years ago World War Two began, changing 
the lives of millions of people around the world. Two 
Melbourne institutions are dedicated to preserving the 
memory of this period of history: the Jewish Holocaust 

Centre (JHC) and Melbourne’s Shrine of Remembrance. 
Together, we commemorated the outbreak of the war by 
convening a panel of Holocaust survivors, representing the 
JHC, and Australians who experienced the war as children or 
young adults on the home front, representing the Shrine of 
Remembrance. We shared memories of suffering and loss, of 
resilience and return to life. And, perhaps most importantly, 
we considered the question: ‘Seventy years on, has the world 
learnt?’

Doug Ogden represented the Shrine of Remembrance. Doug’s 
father served with the 2/29 Battalion. He was a prisoner of 
war who died on the Thai-Burma railway. Doug told us of the 
hostility which he harboured for many years, until visiting 
his uncle’s war grave in Papua New Guinea. This experience 
enabled him to come to terms with his father’s death, as he 
realised that ‘the enemy’ had also been human beings, had 
also been ‘fathers, brothers and sons’. Verna Philips, from the 
Shrine of Remembrance, served with the Australian Women’s 
Army during the war. On a happier note, she recounted what 
she did when the end of the war was declared. ‘I took my army 
hat and threw it into the Yarra,’ she said. ‘I’ve never worn a hat 
since!’

The Centre’s Shmuel Rosenkranz expressed concern that the 
same political and social conditions which gave rise to the war 
are still present today. He said: ‘We must remain vigilant and 
fight racism, which is more and more prevalent in our own 
country.’ Others, including survivors Rosa Krakowski, Abe 
Goldberg and David Prince, shared their personal experiences 
of the Holocaust. 

The events which began seventy years ago continue to 
reverberate in the lives of survivors, Australian veterans 
and their families, and are relevant even to those born years 
after the war. Steve Dean, Young Ambassador of the Shrine 
of Remembrance, is currently studying history at Monash 
University. Steve concluded the session by acknowledging 
the importance of young Australians remembering and 
understanding the importance of the past. 

Representatives of the Holocaust Centre  
and the Shrine of Remembrance

EVENTS
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Jana Wendt reflects on what it meant to be a woman in 
the Holocaust at the launch of Spots of Light, the Yad 
Vashem multi-media exhibition held at JHC.

The exhibition which is being launched today has 
been given the title Spots of Light and its curator 
at Jerusalem’s Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial 
Centre has sought to focus exclusively on the 

lives of women in the Holocaust. Not so much to examine 
what was done to them but to give us an insight into how 
women reacted to what was inflicted on them. So what 
is it that an exhibition such as this one can show us? Was 
the experience of women substantially different from that 
of men in the same terrible circumstances? Before we can 
find answers to those questions, we probably need to ask 
a more fundamental one: what did it mean to be a woman 
during those years? Well, for many, it meant marriage and 
children; it meant providing food for the family; it meant 
building and maintaining a sense of order in the household; 
it meant the drawing together of family and looking after 
elderly relatives; it meant nurturing one’s femininity. Unlike 
men, who were often cruelly stripped of their identity as 
breadwinners and protectors during the Holocaust, women 
retained the functions, the familial responsibilities and 
duties they had always had. In the language of sociology – 
they ‘retained their selfhood’. Women still saw themselves 
as needing to provide food and order and to care for their 
children and wider families. But how could the fulfilment 
of these obligations be possible amidst the deprivation and 
suffering inflicted on them?

I was looking at 
some of the pre-war 
photos of women 
that form part of 
this exhibition. The 
women captured 
in the various 
images are, by 
all appearances, 
women like any 
other women. 
There is seemingly 
nothing unusual 
about them – 
there are some 
with smiling 
eyes, some who 

are intense, there are fashionably dressed women and 
others posing proudly with their children. Then, in stark 
contrast, I see the images of women transformed by the 
barbarity of the fate that befell them. Ordinary women – 
those same women who had been happily posing for the 
camera – suddenly pulled into circumstances that made 
them extraordinary. Women now required to summon 
extraordinary personal resources to get through every 
day, to stay alive, and to protect children from the hands 
of the executioners. Women who from that point on would 

forever be part of a cruel aberration of history. One image, 
in particular, caught my eye: a young woman, her hair 
disheveled, holding a crying toddler on one arm, the other 
arm wrapped around the shoulders of an older boy – all 
of them on the way to Treblinka. Such an image throws 
up more questions – questions that must have tormented 
this woman and so many others. How to comfort children 
who cannot possibly understand what is happening to 
them? How to deal with one’s own fear? How to resolve 
the terrible gulf between the responsibilities of a mother 
and the helplessness of being dragged along in a terrifying 
unstoppable tide? 

In these shocking circumstances women in ghettoes 
searched for ways to survive and fulfil the obligations they 
felt to family and others around them. In concentration 
camps some were confined in areas specifically set aside 
for women. Some were labourers. Others were subjects 
for medical experimentation, including sterilisation. More 
than two million of them died.

As this exhibition illustrates, women in a way that some 
historians believe was unique to them, formed bonds 
with other women in small groups. When their own 
families had been taken away from them, they created 
so-called ‘alternative families’. In those groupings they 
found companionship and a means of support in the 
struggle for survival. Spots of Light, the exhibition’s title, 
refers in the first instance to the highly effective technique 
used to illuminate the displays. But of course, the title 
might just as well be seen as a description of the women 
themselves – spots of light illuminating the long black 
night of the Holocaust. The Jewish Holocaust Centre is to 
be congratulated for seizing the opportunity to bring this 
exhibition to us, and shining a light on another perspective 
on those terrible years. 

The exhibition was supported by a series of public 
programs, including an intergenerational forum, ‘Did 
I Ever Tell You?’, an evening with Rachel Berger and a 
‘Women in Genocide’ discussion panel.

Spots Of Light -  
To Be A Woman in 
the Holocaust 
Jana Wendt

(l-r): Daniel Feldman, Jana Wendt, Helen Mahemoff,  
Pauline Rockman, Lena Fiszman, Jayne Josem

(l-r): Helen Leperere, Rachel Berger, Sabina Josem

Saba Feniger and her grandson, Gideon 
Reisner, at the intergenerational forum, 

‘Did I Ever Tell You?’
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The Shmuel Rosenkranz 
Oration

One of the most dynamic young speakers 
to address the Jewish community 
was the guest speaker at the Shmuel 
Rosenkranz Oration, held at the Jewish 

Holocaust Centre in September 2009.

Simon Gurevicius, who at 27 is the Executive 
Director of the Lithuanian Jewish Community, 
gave an engaging account of current Jewish 
life in Lithuania. Despite the still-intense and 
entrenched nature of anti-Semitism in Lithuania, 
Simon painted a picture of a small, vibrant and 
proud Jewish community which refuses to allow 
its glorious past achievements and history to be 
destroyed. 

Lithuania was once the home of famed Jewish 
scholars, writers and artists and Vilnius was known 
as ‘the Jerusalem of Lithuania’. It was the home of 
the Yiddish Institute of Learning (YIVO), with the 
largest collection of Yiddish books in the world, 
which in 1940 was moved to New York. Much of Lithuanian 
Jewry’s heritage was lost when the Nazis marched into the 
Baltic States, murdering most of the Jewish population.

Yiddish as a language 
was dealt a further 
blow after World War II, 
when pressure to speak 
Russian became part 
of the former Soviet 
Union’s policy. Today, 
only five thousand Jews 
remain in Lithuania, yet 
a strong passion for the 
mamaloshen has revived 
Yiddish, not only within 
the Jewish community 
but also among the wider 
community through 
an interest by some 
universities.

Simon has played an 
instrumental role in keeping Yiddish alive and making it 
relevant for Lithuanian Jewry in maintaining its strong 
sense of identity and culture. He has a strong passion for 
the language which he learnt from his grandfather and 
speaks it as a native tongue. At home with his wife and 
children and with his friends, Yiddish is the language 
of preference. It is now being taught in the Jewish 
kindergarten and primary school, Shalom Aleichem, 
where a popular and talented children’s choir has been 
formed. The community has also established a Yiddish 
newspaper.

With the restoration of Lithuania’s independence in 1990, 
the life of Jews underwent significant changes. The State 
approved equal rights for all national minorities and 
passed laws abolishing discrimination against Jews and 
allowing conditions for the development of Jewish cultural 
life. The State officially denounced anti-Semitism and 23 

September, the day of the liquidation of the Vilna Ghetto, 
was proclaimed as the Day of the Genocide of Jews. On 
that day flags of mourning are hung.

Yet, no government can legislate against people’s long-
held beliefs. Recently, during Uzgavenes, the celebration 
before Lent, Catholics from around the world congregated 
for a feast of foods prohibited during Lent. In Vilnius, 
participants traditionally dress and act ‘as Jews’, a feat 
that generally calls for masks with grotesque features, 
beards and ear locks. During these festivities, when Simon 
opened the door to his house, he was greeted by two 
children dressed in horns and tails, reciting a song which 
rhymes in Lithuanian and translates as: ‘We’re the little 
Lithuanian Jews/We want blintzes and coffee/If you don’t 
have blintzes/Give us your money.’

Simon Gurevicius’ words inspired mixed reactions. 
Some survivors are of the view that there is no future for 
the Jews of Lithuania, as Lithuanians will never change. 
Others believe that even though an old culture and way of 
life were destroyed, a few remaining individuals deem it is 
their mission to live as Jews in Lithuania and re-establish 
their rich cultural heritage.

(l-r): Solly Kaplinski, Executive Director (Overseas Joint Ventures) - 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, Zvi Civins and Simon 
Gurevichius, Executive Director of the Lithuanian Jewish Community

(l-r): Simon Gurevichius and  
Phillip Maisel, OAM

(l-r): Sue Hampel, Pauline Opat and Leah Justin
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Sonia Wajcman

C reated by photographer Dr Abhijit Chattaraj, Whispers in the Wind tells the 
stories of Holocaust survivors by combining traditional photography with 
multimedia. Abhijit’s moving portraits are accompanied by soundscape 
fragments of the subjects’ testimonies. The exhibition was held at the 

Jewish Holocaust Centre in 2009 and at The Gallery, St Kilda Town Hall, in March 
and April 2010. These are some of the 21 portraits that make up the exhibition. The 
full collection can be viewed at http://whispers.abjet.net. 

Whispers in the Wind

Dr Abhijit Chattaraj

Ted Zygier

Abe Goldberg

(l-r): Stephanie Heller and Annetta Able
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Maria Lewitt

Phillip Maisel Sonia Wajsenberg

Moshe Ajzenbud



Shoah Foundation 
Director Visits JHC

In October 2009, Dr Stephen Smith MBE visited 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre to launch the online 
availability of the Australian testimonies gathered by 
the University of Southern California (USC) Shoah 

Foundation. The Foundation’s Visual History Archive of 
2,484 Australian interviews can now be accessed at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre. In addition, Monash University 
provides access to nearly 52,000 testimonies of 
Holocaust survivors and other witnesses in 32 languages 
and from 56 countries. 

Stephen Smith co-founded Beth Shalom Holocaust 
Centre in Nottingham, UK, with his brother, James, in 
1995. He recently stepped down as its director to take the 
helm of the USC Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual 
History and Education in Los Angeles.

Smith has a long history of involvement with Holocaust 
memorialising and has consulted on the development 
of a number of Holocaust memorial and education 
centres overseas. He is also the Founder of the Aegis 
Trust for Genocide Prevention and is the chair of the UK’s 
Holocaust Memorial Day Trust.

In a world where the survivor generation is dying out, 
Smith is concerned with the challenge of remembering. 
It is a challenge made all the more problematic by the 
disappearance of large numbers of people during the 
Holocaust, their identities slipping into the stream of 
history unrecorded.

‘I was talking to someone who commented on the fact 
that Poland is one large Jewish cemetery,’ noted Smith. 
‘At Auschwitz I did ask myself the question: Where are all 
those missing voices and identities and lives? Where are 
the dates of the births and deaths of all the people who 
died here? Where are the yahrzeit candles for all those 
people? You can ask yourself this question at Auschwitz 
and hear no answer. There is nothing but a void.’

It is all part of what Smith refers to as the ‘burden of 
memory’, the act of recording what we can from the 
horrific events of the past. With this in mind, Smith 
thanked all the survivors who were present and who had 
shared their remembrance of the past. He noted that, 
thanks to their testimonies, future generations are now 
the custodians of very special knowledge.

‘Giving a testimonial was no simple decision,’ said Smith. 
‘It involved great thought and concern. And each one of 
them is a light, a missing grave from Auschwitz, filling 
a void that would otherwise be a gaping hole in our 
knowing. I therefore thank all of you for recording part of 
your life in perpetuity for the future of our world. There 
are 1.4 million people mentioned in all the testimonials. 
We can view all those names as the missing yahrzeit 
candles to fill the void.’

In summing up, Smith referred to the way history 
continues to repeat itself, with genocides occurring 
in places like Rwanda, East Timor, Cambodia and the 
Balkans. He expressed a commitment by the USC Shoah 
Foundation to preserve the memories of other genocides 
and atrocities. The Foundation is working collaboratively 
with IBUKA, the umbrella organisation representing 
survivors of the 1994 Rwandan Tutsi Genocide. Their 
mission is to record the testimonies of survivors of a 
genocide that claimed as many as one million lives.

(l-r): Stephen Smith, Kitia Altman, Pauline Rockman
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(l-r): Phillip Maisel, OAM and Stephen Smith

(l-r): Pauline Rockman, Kim Simon, Stephen Smith, Lee Liberman
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With the assistance of a generous grant from 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre (JHC), a team 
of researchers from Deakin University is 
working on a comprehensive and up-to-

date study of the Centre. Historians Pam Maclean and 
Associate Professor Michele Langfield, and museum 
studies specialists, Associate Professor Andrea Witcomb 
and Dr Linda Young, form the core of the team, together 
with Research Fellows Dr Bill Anderson and Dr Donna-
Lee Frieze. The Deakin team is delighted to build 
on a longstanding relationship with the JHC, which 
commenced six years ago with a major research project 
focusing on the Centre’s video testimony collection. The 
edited collection, Testifying to the Holocaust, edited by 
Pam Maclean, Michele Langfield and Dvir Abramovich, 
represents the culmination of this collaboration. 

Our current project will also result in the publication of a 
book. Not only are we exploring the achievements of the 
JHC, but we are considering the directions the Centre will 
take in the future. We are also addressing the Centre’s 
unique position internationally as a Holocaust institution 
established by survivors themselves.

While publications by the Centre that commemorate its 
tenth and twentieth anniversaries are invaluable sources 
for this project, the team is undertaking substantial 
original research. Important sources include interviews 
with individuals involved in the establishment and 

administration of the Centre, 
archives, private papers and 
institutional records. We have 
discovered that a number 
of people have kept records 
documenting their involvement 
in the early years of the Centre. 
The team has kindly been given 
access to these papers and 
believes that other important 
materials relevant to the Centre’s 
operation are in private hands.

The project focuses on several 
themes. It explores the centrality 
of memory and memorialisation 
to the Centre’s mission. The 
connection between the 
founders’ vision of restoring 
connections between ‘lost 
worlds’ and current communities 
exemplifies this theme. The 
evolution of the Centre’s work in 
the field of education, especially 
the role of survivor volunteers, 
support for survivors, and 
collection of archival and 
testimonial material, all 
constitute crucial areas of our 

research. So too does the analysis of how the organisation 
and contents of the museum’s permanent and temporary 
displays have shaped Holocaust representation. Issues 
arising from the Centre’s transition from an essentially 
volunteer organisation to one increasingly reliant on 
paid professionals are of vital interest to the project. The 
extent to which the Centre broadens its activities from 
focusing on the Holocaust in particular to genocide in 
general reflects another emerging challenge for the team 
to consider.

Engagement with the JHC community is critical to the 
success of the project. An Advisory Committee has been 
established consisting of representatives from the Centre 
and the Deakin team. Its guidance is vital for the success 
of the project. The first meeting was held late last year 
and the team looks forward very much to its continued 
support. The team plans to hold regular information 
sessions at the Centre to report on the project’s progress 
and to seek advice and help from the JHC community.

If you think you have any materials which may be relevant 
to our project, please contact Pam Maclean, as the 
research team is eager to look at these materials and, with 
permission, arrange for copying. Pam can be contacted on 
5222 1127 or email maclean@deakin.edu.au.

This article was written by Pam Maclean on behalf of the 
Deakin University research team.

Deakin University Team 
Researches the Centre’s History
Pam Maclean

Standing (l-r): Andrea Witcomb, Linda Young, Bill Anderson
Seated (l-r): Pam Maclean, Donna-Lee Frieze, Michele Langfield 
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Every alternate Thursday, a group of retired Jewish 
Holocaust Centre guides and volunteers meets 
at the Kadimah for a lovely day of stimulating 
activities and friendship. Barbara Sacks, Max 

Wald and Katy Meltzer ensure that participants enjoy 
plenty of jokes, laughter and a delicious lunch with old 
and new friends.

We have a variety of interesting speakers and 
discussions, chair-based Israeli dancing and wonderful 
excursions. Towards the end of last year, we had an 
excursion to the Melbourne Town Hall where we listened 
to a Big Band play the hits of the 1930s, 40s and 50s. 
Lulek Bron and Barbara Sacks joined the throng on the 
floor and had a great tanz. We also went to the movies to 
see Mao’s Last Dancer. We had an outing to Black Rock, 
where we enjoyed the sun and the seaside, and we have  
been to the Dandenongs, where we all enjoyed a ride on 

the Puffing Billy steam train. These trips are always much 
loved by the group.

Recently, we have had some wonderful speakers address 
the group. Professor Leah Garrett from the Australian 
Centre for Jewish Civilization at Monash University lead 
a fabulous discussion on trends in American Jewish 
literature. Meir Bubeh, the UIA Shaliach, presented a 
sobering update on the current political situation in Israel.

As this group has proven to be a very positive part 
of our members’ lives, we would like to broaden its 
membership. We are delighted to invite all current 
survivor guides and volunteers who are available on 
Thursdays between 11am and 2pm to come along to this 
group. For further information, please call Katy Meltzer 
on 0411 753 025.

Club JHC
Katy Meltzer

Photos: Max Wald

(l-r): Herbet Leder, Barbara Sacks, Katy Meltzer, Lulek Bron,  
Klara Weiss, Saba Feniger

(l-r): Leah Garrett, Barbara Sacks, Shmuel Rosenkranz, Klara Weiss, Rosie Bruell

(l-r): Doreen Amster, Ann Ajzenbud, Pesia Helfenbaum,  
Klara Weiss, Pearl Recht
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The Centre’s Development Manager, Nicole Brittain, 
is delighted with the momentum the Centre’s 
Bequest Program has gained in the past six 
months. ‘I have made a concerted effort to focus 

on the Bequest Program and am most gratified with 
the responses I have had from people interested in the 
program,’ she said.

There has been an increase in enquires about the program 
in recent months and a number of people have called 
Nicole to advise her that they have made a provision for 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre in their will. Most recently 
the Centre was very pleased to receive a very generous 
contribution from Danny Lustig, one of the Directors of 
Lowe Lippman, on behalf of the late Mrs Gerda Rogers. 

Gerda’s Story
Gerda Rogers was born in Berlin in 1914. According to 
Gerda’s niece, Simone, Gerda’s parents owned a leather 
coat and glove business and they were prosperous, 
often hosting Pesach sedarim and large dinners for 
their extended family. They were committed Jews and 
passionate Zionists. Gerda had an older brother and 
younger sister.

In Simone’s words, as the 1930s progressed and Hitler’s 
regime grew more and more hostile to Jews, the younger 
generation began to emigrate. Gerda went to Sydney 
with her first husband to begin a new life, and her 
siblings went to America. Her parents, however, did not 
escape Germany and were deported to Terezin Camp in 
Czechoslovakia. Gerda’s mother died during the war and 
her father died shortly afterwards.

Gerda was a keen supporter of many Jewish 
organisations, including the Jewish Holocaust Centre, and 
for that we are truly grateful. A plaque for Gerda Rogers 
will be placed in perpetuity on the Bequest Honour Board 
displayed at the Centre.

As the Centre does not receive any ongoing government 
funding, bequests have played a vital role in enabling 
the JHC to fulfil its mission.To this end, Nicole says that 
it is important to remind members of the community 
that they too can make a positive difference beyond their 
lifetime – keeping the memory alive, continuing to educate 
students for many years to come and helping our Centre 
to continue to plan for the future. 

In Lieu Giving – sharing the joy of celebration
Do you know about the Jewish Holocaust Centre’s ‘In Lieu 
Giving’ program?

When planning a special occasion such as a birthday 
celebration, bar/bat mitzvah, engagement, wedding or any 
other simcha, please consider encouraging your friends 
and family to make a donation to the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre and thereby receive a gift that ‘keeps on giving’.

Asking for a donation to the Centre in lieu of a gift is 
a unique way to celebrate your special occasion while 
providing the Centre with some tangible support. The 
Centre will provide you with a certificate to thank you 
and to acknowledge your support. All donors who make 
a donation, as a gift in your honour, will receive a receipt 
and a letter of thanks for their support.

The Centre can organise personalised in-lieu giving 
coupons for you to give to your guests. Alternatively you 
can direct people to our website www.jhc.org.au. Click on 
‘Support’ at the top of the page, select ‘Make a donation’ 
and then select the option on the page to ‘Donate on-
line’. There is then an option to make a gift ‘in honour’. 
The Centre will send a letter of acknowledgement and a 
certificate, if appropriate, on your behalf. 

If you would like further information on the ‘In Lieu Giving’ 
program, please contact Nicole Brittain, Development 
Manager of the Jewish Holocaust Centre by   
phone: 9528 1985 or email: nicoleb@jhc.org.au

The JHC’s Bequest Program 
Gains Momentum

(l-r): Pauline Rockman, Danny Lustig and Elly Brooks

If you have decided to consider the Jewish Holocaust Centre in your will, please provide your lawyer with the following 
wording:

I GIVE DEVISE AND BEQUEATH absolutely and beneficially free of all duties and free of all debts the sum of $.xxx, 
xxx. to JEWISH HOLOCAUST CENTRE INC of 13–15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick Victoria (‘the Centre’) for its general 
purposes AND I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer, Secretary or proper officer for the time being of the Centre will 
be a full and sufficient discharge to my trustees.

If you would like further information about the Bequest Program, please contact Nicole Brittain, Development Manager 
of the Jewish Holocaust Centre by  phone: 9528 1985 or email: nicoleb@jhc.org.au
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(l-r): Sisi Chen and Lusia Haberfeld at the launch 
of the ‘Custodians of Memory’ project

(l-r): Halina Zylberman and Keshia Jacotine 
at the launch of the ‘Custodians of Memory’ project

‘To Life’ art auction artists, sponsors and donors, (l-r): David Prince, Elly Brooks, 
Danny Schwarz, Abe Goldberg, Kirsten Rann, Gary Foley, Tom Fantl

(l-r): Jayne Josem, Professor Margaret Gardiner AO, Daniel Feldman and 
Elly Brooks at ‘Old Stories, New Media’

Dr Gideon Greif lectures at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre

Sarah Saaroni and Adam Braitberg at the launch of 
the ‘Custodians of Memory’ project
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Centre guides and staff on the last day of the old museum

(l-r): Silvana Layton, Eva Presser, 
Elly Brooks and Pauline Rockman

(l-r): Rosi Meltzer and Alice Peer

Retired survivor guide Ruth Crane and her grandson

(l-r): Eti Marmur, Bernard Korbman and Izi Marmur
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FRIENDS

The Friends of the Jewish Holocaust Centre plays 
an important role in providing financial support 
to the Centre through membership subscriptions, 
raffle book sales, sales of the Entertainment Book 

and social fundraising functions.

We have just had a sell-out for the first of our film 
nights for the year, held in March at the Classic Cinema, 
featuring the highly acclaimed movie, The Girl with 
the Dragon Tattoo. A second film night was held in 
April when we saw Amos Oz: The Nature of Dreams, an 
eloquent documentary based on the author’s superb 
memoir, A Tale of Love and Darkness.

In the past six months, the Friends support to the Centre 
has included $70,000 raised at the art auction, $20,000 for 
the museum upgrade, $6,000 to support the upgrade of 
the Centre’s database and $2,000 towards the education 
program. In addition we have directed $10,000 of 
donations given to the Friends to the Centre. This year 
we are excited to support the new ‘10/10’ project, which 
aims to raise $100,000 for the Centre. Our aim is to raise 
the funds in multiples of ‘10’ – either by ten individuals 
donating $10,000 or 100 people donating $1,000, or any 
combination of ‘10’ to achieve our target. 

The Friends always welcome new members. We meet 
monthly at the Centre on the second Wednesday evening 
of each month. Our dedicated committee members are 
Adam Kreuzer, Alice Peer, Annette Hayman, Caroline 
Bryce, Debbie Brown, Elly Brooks, Hannah Fagenblat, 
Judy Goldman, Kathy Janovic, Lulek Bron, Rosi Meltzer, 

Silvana Layton, Sue Benkel, Sue Lewis, Susan Onas and 
Tami Devries.

An important way we raise funds is through the sale of 
the Entertainment Book, which provides users with an 
enormous range of discounts at restaurants, cultural 
events, travel and much more. The 2010-2011 book is now 
available and we urge you to take advantage of its offers 
while helping to support the Centre.

The Friends administer the Meyer Burston scholarship, 
which has provided the opportunity for teachers, tertiary 
or post-graduate candidates to pursue their interest in 
Holocaust Studies, as well as volunteering some of their 
time to the Centre. This scholarship will now focus on 
providing the opportunity for study to a staff member or 
a volunteer currently working at the Centre. 

It is only through your support that the Friends can 
continue to raise funds to support the Centre’s work 
in Holocaust awareness and education. We encourage 
you to become a financial and involved member of the 
Friends and to come to our interesting and entertaining 
functions. If you would like to become a member or join 
our committee, please contact Friends’ president, Elly 
Brooks on 0409 002 485. 

Friends of the 
Jewish Holocaust 
Centre   Elly Brooks

Help support the activities of the Centre by becoming a Friend
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e FRIENDS OF THE JEWISH HOlOCAUST CENTRE MEMBERSHIP APPlICATION FORM (2010—2011)

Title _____ First Name ________________________________  Surname ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  postcode __________

Daytime Contact Number __________________________ Mobile __________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________

          Cheque payable to: Friends of the Jewish Holocaust Centre

Credit Card:            Visa            Mastercard            Diners            Amex

Card No:    

Expiry Date: ________ /________

Cardholder Name: _________________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 

        $25 Single            $45 Family            $15 Single Concession $ ________________

        Tick here for Young Friends (under 35) $ ________________

DONATION (All donations over $2 are tax deductible) $ ________________

                                                                                                            TOTAl AMOUNT $ ________________

Please send payment to:

Friends of the Jewish  
Holocaust Centre  

13-15 Selwyn Street,  
Elsternwick 3185      

Telephone: 9528 1985 
Fax: 9528 3758

Email: friends@jhc.org.au 
Website: www.jhc.org.au

PAYMENT DETAIlS

FRIENDS ANNUAl MEMBERSHIP
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Don’t miss the chance to become a

Partner in Remembrance
through the Jewish Holocaust Centre Foundation to ensure the on-going success of JHC.

Three levels are available and are payable over five years. 
All donations are fully tax deductible

 Gold Partner $18,000
 Silver Partner $10,000 
 Bronze Partner $5,000

Each ‘Partner in Remembrance’ will be acknowledged.

Further details are available from Helen Mahemoff, Chair of the Foundation

t: 9822 8080 or 0417 323 595

To Life: JHC Friends 
Art Auction

Friends of the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre hosted 
‘To Life’, a fine art auction, 
last December. The auction 

was part of the Friends’ pledge to 
raise significant funds during the 
Centre’s 25th anniversary year. 
Approximately $70,000 was raised 
to support the recently- opened new 
museum.

The auction was held at the 
prestigious auction house, Bonhams 
and Goodman, which provided us 
with a wonderful venue and the 
auctioneer. Art consultant Norman 
Rosenblatt kindly assisted us in 
sourcing significant works, and sixty 
works by well-known artists were 
offered for sale. Artists included 
Bruce Bellman, Joseph Brown AO, 
Rachel Boymal, Esther Ehrlich, 
Tom Fantl, Eleonor Hart, John 
Howley, Rhys Lee, Victor Majzner, 
Izi Marmur, Daniel Moyniham, 
Rosi Meltzer, Justin O’Brien, Sonia 
Payes, Marcus Rose, Tom Samek, 
Emmaunel Santos, Nicole Stein, 

Fred Williams and Mina Young. 
Many people attended and the 
bidding was fast and furious. Most 
works were sold.

The success of the auction was due 
to the very hard work of the Art 
Auction Committee. Committee 
members Silvana Layton, Hannah 
Fagenblatt, Helen Gory, Kathy 
Janovic, Susie Kleid, Sue Lewis, 
Rosi Meltzer and Elly Brooks worked 
tirelessly in conjunction with the 
Friends’ committee and Jewish 
Holocaust Centre staff.

The Friends hope to hold a 
fundraising art auction every two 
years. Another major fundraising 
gala event will be planned for 
alternate years. 

We are most grateful to all the 
artists and donors for their 
generosity and participation in the 
art auction, to Elliot Perlman, who 
was the guest speaker and to our 
photographer, Ziva Fain. We are 
particularly grateful to the following 
sponsors of our auction, and extend 
to them our sincere thanks:

Bonhams & Goodman, Norman 
Rosenblatt, Izigraphics, Sands Print 
Group, The Australian Jewish News, 
Gary Peer, Fivesquared Property 
Group, Gross Waddell, MCI Forrest, 
J Wire, AAZ Transport Services,  
A & L Artistic Framers, and  
Eastgate & Holst.

(l-r): Silvana Layton, Eva Ermer, Susie Kleid

 Cesia and Abe Goldberg

 (l-r): Richard Layton and Norman Rosenblatt

Elliot Perlman

(l-r): Ellie Kleid, Aimee Lewis, Hannah Baker,  
Liav Brayer
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Pola Puszet (nee 
Wecerman) was born 
on 5 March 1916 in 
Zelechow, Poland and 
moved to Warsaw at the 
age of eleven. She met 
and married Mirek Puszet 
in Warsaw when she was 
less than eighteen years 
of age. Their daughter, 
Basia, was born on 30 
March 1939.

At the outbreak of war, 
Pola, Mirek and Basia 
were living in Warsaw. 
Mirek was soon arrested 
for concealing his 
identifying armband. 
While he was in jail 
the Warsaw Ghetto 
was established. Pola’s 
apartment was located in 

the Warsaw Ghetto district and her mother, sister Marysia, 
and brother-in-law were forced to move in with her. After 
eight months, Pola was able to use her connections to 
secure her husband’s release.

When Mirek saw the conditions in the ghetto, he realised 
that the Nazis were going to murder the Jews, and felt that  
the family should attempt to escape. At this time, Pola 
received a letter from her sister, Frania, who had moved 
from Warsaw before the outbreak of war and was living 
in the township of Zelechow. She wrote to tell Pola that 
conditions in the town were bearable and that the Jews 
had not yet been interned in a sealed ghetto. Frania’s 
husband had a job translating for the Germans and, in 
1940 or 1941, he obtained papers to enable Pola and 
Mirek to leave the Warsaw Ghetto. Soon after Pola and 
Mirek’s arrival in Zelechow, however, a ghetto was also 
established in the town. 

In September 1942, fearing for the safety of their young 
daughter, Pola and Mirek decided that they would give the 
toddler to a childless Polish couple whom they knew. After 
leaving Basia with the couple, Pola immediately travelled 
by train to Warsaw where she planned to live in hiding 
on false papers. The couple had told the Puszets that they 
would shift to another township to conceal the fact that 
Basia was not their child. The following day, however, the 
couple returned Basia to Mirek as they feared they would 
be denounced and could lose their lives. 

The following morning Mirek heard shots in the street of 
the ghetto. He went out into the streets to see what was 
happening and realised that the Nazis and Polish police 
were liquidating the ghetto. When he was able to return 
to the house he saw that the Nazis had come and taken 
Basia. She was three and a half years old.

Mirek quickly collected a gun and was able to escape from 
the ghetto and hide in the local cemetery. Having been 

provided with false papers, he returned to Warsaw where 
he was reunited with Pola, although he did not tell her that 
their child had been lost. After receiving a letter from the 
Polish couple, however, Pola learnt that they had returned 
Basia to Mirek and that she had been taken by the Nazis. 
Pola never got over this dreadful news.

Pola kept a small velvet dress which had belonged to Basia 
in memory of her daughter. The dress had been hand 
stitched by Pola’s mother, Felicia Gilbert, from her own 
blouse. Felicia had made the dress while they were living 
in Warsaw and she had added panels to it as Basia grew.

Pola and Mirek survived the war in Poland by living on 
false papers and constantly moving from place to place. 
They were liberated in the township of Lowicz. Pola 
attributes her survival to the little dress and kept it with 
her throughout the war. When she immigrated to Australia 
the dress was kept in its original condition and stored in a 
cupboard. 

After the war, Pola and Mirek learned that those who were 
rounded up in the Zelechow liquidation of late September/
early October 1942 – including Basia – were taken to 
Treblinka extermination camp.

Basia’s dress is one of the most significant objects in the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre’s collection. It is aesthetically 
significant as it is beautifully made from a strongly-
coloured, rich velvet material. The ingenuity of the side 
panels added by her grandmother as Basia grew adds to 
its importance. As objects relating to the Warsaw Ghetto 
are scarce, it is also very rare. The dress speaks to the 
experiences of children during the Holocaust and to the 
themes of ghettoisation, liquidation and the extermination 
camps. It also refers to the attempts by people to hide 
their children and to the dangers non-Jewish people faced 
if they assisted Jews.

Basia Puszet’s Velvet Dress
Dr Julie Fenwick

STORIES FROM THE COLLECTION

Basia’s velvet dress

Basia Puszet
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The following are additions to the collection from July 2009 
to February 2010:

1. Copy of school photograph taken in Bratislava, 
 Czechoslovakia, in 1937 with students’ signatures on 
 reverse. The original of the photograph was stored in 
 the roof of a house during World War II and is now 
 held by one of the students pictured, who lives in  
 Silver Springs, Maryland, USA. Two other students 
 pictured are the father of donor, Josef Kaltmann, and 
 Anton Fisher, who both survived the Holocaust and are 
 now living in Melbourne. Many other students and 
 their teacher perished. Another copy of the photograph 
 is held in the United States Holocaust Memorial 
 Museum, Washington.
 Donor: Mr Max Kaltmann

2. Series of four photographs taken in Czechoslovakia 
 before the war belonging to Jewish Holocaust Centre 
 guide, Fred Steiner. Pictured are Fred, as a baby,  
 surrounded by his  family. His great-grandfather, father  
 and sister were murdered in the Holocaust.
 Donor: Mr Fred Steiner

3. Series of six photographs of paintings by artist Alfred 
 Gluck. The original paintings are with Yad Vashem and 
 the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. They  
 depict scenes of the devastation of the Holocaust.
 Donor: Mr Sam Gnieslaw

4. Bound testimony My Story, by Dr Stephanie Reicher.
 Donor: Mr Ken Porter

5. Work permit from the Lodz Ghetto of the donor’s late  
 grandmother, Mrs Golda Tenenbaum.
 Donor: Mr Jack Tenen

6. Documents, photographs, correspondence,  
 newspapers and magazines relating to the Friedlander 
 family from Klagenfurt, Austria.
 Donor: Mrs Ruth Herschtal

7. Book entitled Straznik, as told by Marek Edelman and
 written by Mr Rudi Assuntino and Mr Wlodek 
 Goldkorn, together with computer notes relating 
 to Marek’s wife Alina Margolis-Edelman and a copy  
 of the literary work Ala Z Elementarza by Alina 
 Margolis-Edelman.
 Donor: Dr Maria Shenfield

8. Two letters sent by Kitia Altman from the Bedzin 
 Ghetto to Genia Pajak in Bedzin. Genia was a Gentile  
 who hid Kitia’s eight-year-old cousin, Marysia Cyngler. 
 After the war Genia, who had buried the letters during 
 the war, returned the letters to Kitia.
 Donor: Mrs Kitia Altman

9. Documents relating to Kurt Josef and Meta Hirschel, 
 who migrated to Australia and were enquiring about 
 family left behind in Germany.
 Donor: Mrs Herta Koppel

10. Documents and photographs relating to Mrs Natalia 
 Bierzynski (nee Judenfreund) telling her family history 
 before, during and after the Holocaust.
 Donor: Mrs Eve Chapman

11. German passports and identification cards of the 
 grandparents of the donor, Karl and Anna Perl Milner, 
 together with the birth certificate of Anna Perl, nee 
 Kornblum, and the certificate and German passport of 
 Franz Rotter.
 Donor: Mr Colin Piper for Mrs Karla Milner 

12. Testimony entitled Six years in Siberia by Anka
 Borodzicka
 Donor: Mr Douglas and Mrs Anna Sharp

13. Limited edition Passover Seder plate, number 119 of 
 500 numbered copies, produced to commemorate the 
 70th anniversary of the American Jewish Joint
 Distribution Committee, Passover 1984 (5744). The plate 
 is a replica of one manufactured in 1948 in the 
 Foehrenwald displaced persons camp near Munich, 
 Germany, by some of the 250,000 homeless Holocaust 
 survivors then living in Europe.
 Donor: Mr P Fryberg

14. Documents, correspondence, photographs and 
 newspaper articles relating to life of the family in 
 Holland during World War II.
 Donor: Mr Joe De Haan 

15. Documents, Red Cross correspondence, school and 
 university reports, postcards and a booklet entitled 
 Letter to my sons by Gienia Briggs, all relating to a
 Polish family during World War II.
 Donor: Mr Ludwik Herschtal

16. Medical box from Auschwitz concentration camp 
 found in the belongings of the late Mrs Helen Kasman, 
 nee Kaufman, Auschwitz prisoner number 46445, who  

COLLECTIONS

New Acquisitions
Ursula Flicker OAM

Painting by Alfred Gluck

The Steiner family
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All events are at the Jewish Museum unless otherwise stated. They 
include events under the rubric ‘Justice v Law’, held in conjunction 
with the Theresienstadt exhibition.

26 Alma Road St Kilda 3182 
T 8534 3600 F 9534 0844 
Tuesday–Thursday 10–4, Sunday 10–5

E info@jewishmuseum.com.au

Remember you can find out anytime what’s on at the Museum on our 
website: www.jewishmuseum.com.au

Permanent exhibitions
Belief & Ritual 
The Jewish Year 
Australian Jewish History Gallery 
Timeline of Jewish History 
Kalman Katz Coin Collection

loti Smorgon Gallery
Forthcoming exhibitions
Sunday 11 April 2010–13 March 2011
Theresienstadt: Drawn from the Inside – works from the Jewish 
Museum of Australia Collection
A complex view through art, books, films, interviews, pictures, 
poems, and diaries of the infamous Czech ‘model ghetto’ built by the 
Nazis to deceive the world. 
Sunday 3 April 2011
Ek Velt: At the Ends of the Earth. Yiddish Melbourne
The vibrant, tumultuous, cultural and linguistic community built in 
Melbourne by Yiddish-speaking migrants.

Gross Gallery
1 April–2 May
Hanna Kay
Paintings about the Jewish Cemetery in Maitland in rural NSW.
9 May–6 June
Susan McMinn Hooves and Steel: Warhorse in Conflict
The tension between the legend and the truth of Australian war 
horses in Palestine in World War I.
13 June–8 August
Images by children in the Woomera/ Maribyrnong Detention Centres 
In conjunction with Theresienstadt exhibition and Refugee Week.
August
Courage to Care
Remarkable stories of ordinary people who risked their lives to save 
Jews during the Holocaust.

15 August–12 September
Camille Fox A Memoir in Colour
15 September–14 October
Dorit Drori
Photographs on the diversity of Israeli women.

17–24 October
Sebastian Mendes
A drawing-based performance installation by Mendes, an Associate 
Professor of Art at Western Washington University, USA.
31 October - 28 November
Ilana Payes Unwritten
Haunting photographic collages depicting lost family life in Europe.

Public Programs
2010 Justice v Law
A year of events at the Jewish Museum
Check website for confirmation of dates, times, prices.Bookings 
essential 8534 3600

Sunday afternoon 30 May 3.30pm
Freshwater Trio at the house of Michael Spivakovsky, son of the 
famous Yasha.
Sunday afternoon, 25 July
Music of Terezin
Leading Melbourne musicians play works by Jewish composers 
incarcerated in Theresienstadt.
Temple Beth Israel 76 Alma Road, St Kilda
Wednesday 28 July
Corporate Club Breakfast
Speaker: former Victorian Police Commissioner Christine Nixon
August
Dunera myths and memories, 70 Years On.
Lecture by historian Professor Ken Inglis marking the 70th 
anniversary of the HMT Dunera’s arrival in Australia. With Monash 
University.
October
Should justice have an expiry date?
Panel on genocide and justice.

February 2011
People smugglers: friends or foes? The impact of people smugglers 
and their human cargo on Australian society. With Liberty Victoria.

Jewish Walks through Marvellous Melbourne
Sundays 10.15am. Bookings essential, through Annette Bagle,  
8534 3600.

14 March Flinders Lane 
21 March Flinders Lane 
18 April Mansions of East Melbourne 
9 May Ballarat Day Tour 
20 June  North Carlton 
25 July East Melbourne 
5 September Chinatown

What’s on at the Jewish Museum of Australia

 passed away in Melbourne on 4  
 May 1990.
 Donor: Ms Melanie Attar

17. Photographs and other information 
 relating to the donor’s late mother, 
 Mrs Golda Stiel, prisoner number 
 49677 and survivor of Auschwitz.
 Donor: Mrs Liz Wolf

18. Valise with documents that 
 belonged to Holocaust survivor Mr 
 Yanek Feuer, who passed away in 
 Melbourne in 2008 aged 99 years.
 Donor: Mrs Gerry Le Bon

19. Commemorative plate, limited edition 
 number 0062, to honour the 
 humanitarian work of Raoul 
 Wallenberg.
 Donor: Rabbi Edward and Mrs Frances 
 Belfer

The JHC Collection is a vital repository 
of Holocaust-era material. Artefacts and 
documents are carefully catalogued and 
stored in a state-of-the-art temperature-
controlled facility to ensure their 
preservation for future generations. 
The JHC invites members of the public 
who have precious items relating to the 
Holocaust to consider donating them to 
our collection for safekeeping.

Replica of Seder plate manufactured 
in the Foehrenwald displaced persons 

camp in 1948
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OBITUARIES

The Jewish Holocaust 
Centre mourns the 
passing, last January, 
of Yehuda Svoray OAM. 
He worked to combat 
racism and anti-Semitism 
through broadcasting 
and education and was 
a regular lecturer at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre. 
This is one of his poems:

Yehuda Svoray

Definition

Living close to the railway tracks,
Immune to the sound of trains
Passing noisily
Beyond my window.
 But
 Each morning
 at five fifteen
 An empty freight train
 With thirty
 Dirty
 Mysterious
 Wagons
 Rumbles
 By.
Each morning I wake
To the rumble.
 Where is the rumbling snake heading?
 Why does it roll by each morning?
 To nowhere
 Only to return
 Empty
 During the great heat
 Of the afternoon?
The train is my involuntary
horrible
thundering
morning prayer.
 Perhaps I have found a definition
 for ‘Jew’
 for my generation:
 A person hearing a freight train
Rumbling beyond,
Thinking
Of
Auschwitz.
 

This poem was first published in Temple Time, the 
magazine of Temple Beth Israel.

Yitzhak (Ted) Zygier was born in Sieradz, Poland, one of nine 
children in an ardently Zionist family. His pre-war childhood 
recollections of life in a small town were extremely 
happy, but as anti-Semitism grew and life became more 
uncomfortable for Polish Jews in the 1930s, he was to watch 
three of his older siblings leave for Palestine.

After Hitler invaded Poland in September 1939, Ted and 
some of the members of his family fled to Warsaw seeking 
protection. Eventually, however, they were forced to 
return to their village where all the Jews were imprisoned 
in its ghetto. Shortly thereafter Ted managed to help two 
of his older brothers, one of whom was severely disabled, 
escape to Russia. There his brothers weathered the war 
years and eventually made their way to America. Ted, 
however, went back to the Sieradz Ghetto, hoping to save 
the rest of his family.

This was not to be. In 1942, hearing the ghetto was to be 
liquidated, Ted found a way to escape, but his remaining 
family – his parents, two brothers and a sister – were, as 
far as he knew, murdered by the Nazis. He spent some 
time as a member of the Polish Underground, where one 
of his missions was to deliver ‘tainted’ milk to the German 
soldiers. Eventually, when that became too dangerous, he 
fled to Austria, Hungary and finally Romania, using false 
papers.

In 1943 Ted met Lea Lucia Weisberg in Budapest at the 
Polish Consul’s office and very shortly thereafter they 
became life partners. Before the war ended they travelled 
overland to Palestine. They were there for two joyous 
births – that of the State of Israel and of their first son, 
Ephraim (Geoffrey). Unable to endure more conflict, 
however, they finally settled in Australia where their 
second son, Willy, was born.

Ted spent most of his working life in the rag trade. Upon 
retirement he became an extremely active member 
of the Jewish Holocaust Centre, as well as a speaker 
for the State Zionist Council of Victoria. With his vivid 
recollections, personal warmth and charm and engaging 
speaking style, he spoke at hundreds of schools, churches, 
business groups and other institutions. He served in a 
number of capacities at the Centre, including as its vice-
president.

With his deep commitment to justice and his belief that all 
people should be treated fairly, Ted felt that his work at the 
Centre was of benefit not only to the Jewish community. 
By exposing humankind’s dark impulses, he believed that 
he could make the world a better place for all. The positive 
responses he received from his audiences suggested 
that although he may not have changed the world, his 
work certainly made a difference to literally hundreds of 
individuals.

Willy and Geoffrey Zygier.

(Willy and Geoffrey are Ted Zygier’s sons.)

Abhijit Chattaraj’s photo of Ted is on page 22

Yitzhak ‘Ted’ 
Zygier 
(18 April 1918–28 November 2009)

Yehuda Svoray
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Do you know anything about Mrs Nowick, a prisoner in 
a German slave labour camp which was liberated by the 
Russians?

Mrs Nowick was eighteen when her camp was liberated. 
Her entire family, including her parents, brothers, 
sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins, was murdered in the 
Holocaust.

Tragically, Mrs Nowick’s mother died of starvation a week 
before the Russians arrived. Her mother had wanted her 
to have a comb for her hair and traded most of her food 
rations for more than two weeks with another inmate in 
exchange for a small hand-made metal comb. The comb 
was very crudely made and had ‘1944’ etched on it. It was 
approximately five centimetres long.

Mr Charles Geschwind met Mrs Nowick on a PanAm 
flight from Melbourne to Los Angeles more than 20 years 

ago and she told him the story of the comb, which she 
had with her. Mr Geschwind suggested that she leave the 
comb to the Jewish Holocaust Centre on the grounds that 
the comb and its story should be accessible to the wider 
community. The Centre has two combs in its Archives, 
but neither belonged to anyone by the name of ‘Nowick’.

Mr Geshwind would very much like to be in contact with 
Mrs Nowick or her sons and would also like to find out 
what happened to the comb. If you can help him with any 
information, please phone, email or write to him in New 
York. His phone number during business hours (Monday-
Friday, 9:00am-6:00pm) is +1.347.233.2196, or after hours 
and weekends (not Shabbat), +1.718.380.5859. You can 
email him on csgeschwind@gmail.com, or write to 184-
62 Midland Parkway, Jamaica Estates, New York 11432, 
USA.

Mrs Nowick’s Comb

I never really knew much about my Dad’s life and 
background until I was eighteen or nineteen years old. 
My theory is that he wanted me to grow up being a 
kid, without knowing about the experiences he had 
growing up during the Holocaust. Even with a turbulent 
background, Dad gave my brother, David, and me 
everything he could to be successful in life and to put 
smiles on our faces. For me he was ‘just Dad’. I think he 
probably liked that. 

In April 2007 Dad asked me to come on the March of the 
Living with him. I knew it was an incredibly important and 
personal thing for him to do and I felt very privileged to 
be able to go with him. I thought it would be an emotional 
trip, but really had no idea of the impact it would have.

So many of the places we visited were filled with death 
and destruction, but even though I could see in Dad’s 
eyes that he was deeply affected, he always tried to 

remain his strong, composed self. I held back the tears at 
Treblinka, where my grandparents were killed, because 
Dad said that if I cried he would not be able to keep his 
composure, which I knew was important to him. It was 
his moment truly to mourn his parents.

Later we went to the Umschlagplatz in Warsaw, where 
Dad had seen his mother for the last time. He read the 
poem he had written about her and, as he read, he could 
not hold back the tears. Nor could I or the other people 
who were listening to him. I am not able to hold them 
back as I write this now.

The trip, however, was made up of more than serious 
moments. I could see how much Dad enjoyed speaking 
Polish again. It was as if he had never left and I certainly 
could not have done without his translation skills. We 
visited Krasinski Park, where his mother would take him 
as a child and I could see his happy memories when he 
saw that the big rock he used to climb was still there. 

One of the happiest moments of the trip was meeting 
Mr Monker, who is now in his sixties. His father hid Dad 
during the war and let him work on his farm, despite 
the risk to himself and his family. When Mr Monker was 
a baby, Dad used to rock him to sleep. Later in his life, 
Mr Monker’s mother would tell him stories of ‘Walenty 
Santorek’, Dad’s alias during the war. We shared a lot of 
vodka with the Monkers that day!

Dad was an incredible man who endured much through 
his life, but he always kept his sense of humour and 
would make friends with anyone. He would always tell 
me that it did not matter what happened in life as long as 
one could laugh.

It’s only now that I realise the effect Dad had on the 
people in his life. After his passing I had countless emails 
and calls from our family and friends, locally, and, indeed, 
world-wide. Their memories and stories would make me 
laugh and bring a tear to my eye.

In his memoir, All Alone: A Young Boy Hiding in Wartime 
Poland, Dad said that he just wanted to be an ‘ordinary 
Australian’. I think he was just that, and more. To quote 
my brother’s best mate: ‘Your father was a good, 
compassionate and decent man – attributes that are all 
too rare.’

Daniel Borenstein

Henry Borenstein:  
A Son’s Tribute

Daniel and Henry Borenstein, Krasinski Park, Warsaw
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The following occasions were marked with donations  
to the Jewish Holocaust Centre

Birthdays

70th Birthday 
David Brott

70th Birthday 
Annette Mileikowski

80th Birthday 
John Chaskiel

90th Birthday 
Michael Adler

90th Birthday 
Hershal Balter

Birthday 
Kita Altman

Birthday 
Maurie Kohn

Birthday 
Richard Mereine

Birthday 
Raelea Sharpe

The Jewish Holocaust Centre gratefully acknowledges the generous financial 
support of the Janovic Family  for the Collections Management Review. 

This review will enable us to continue to improve the housing and cataloguing  
of the Centre’s collection and ultimately provide better access for researchers  

and the general public, especially via our website.

Thanks

40th Wedding Anniversary 
Helen & Jeffrey Mahemoff AO

50th Birthdays & 20th  
Wedding Anniversary 
Doreen & Danny leber

50th Wedding Anniversary 
Freda & Simon Zeilinski

Wedding Anniversaries

Bar Mitzvah  
Charles Delatycki

Bat Mitzvah 
Alyssa Carp

Condolences

Henry Borenstein

Madzia Mass

Bar/Bat Mitzvah

The Jewish Holocaust Centre 
is saddened by the passing of 
Yehuda Rabin in January 2010. 
Yehuda’s beautiful menorah is 
one of the treasured artworks in 
the Centre’s museum.
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