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Emerging from the success of 
the launch of our new-look 
museum in 2010, the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre is now 

embarking on a special and essential 
project to preserve our collection. 
The Centre’s curatorial team is 
keenly following up many avenues 
to rescue and restore Holocaust 
artefacts to save the stories behind 
them and bring them to life. These 
stories give voice to the past and, 
in doing so, have the potential to 
shape a better future for succeeding 
generations.

Our collection has been acquired 
largely through the extraordinary 
contributions of Ursula Flicker 
OAM and Phillip Maisel OAM, 
working with a team of dedicated 
volunteers. They have created a 
most comprehensive resource of 
Holocaust evidence, Ursula in the 
Archives Department and Philip by 
collecting eyewitness testimonies. 
Today the Archives and Testimonies 
Departments make up ‘Collections’, 
under the skilful guidance of Jayne 
Josem, the Centre’s Curator and 
Head of Collections. Phillip and 
Ursula were honoured in March, 
when the Centre’s Archives 
Department became known as 

the ‘The Ursula Flicker Archival 
Collection’ and the testimonies 
project as the ‘Phillip Maisel 
Testimonies Project’. 

Together with the Australian Centre 
for Jewish Civilisation, Monash 
University and the USC Shoah 
Foundation, the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre is proud to co-sponsor the 
Second Jan Randa International 
Aftermath Conference in Holocaust 
and Genocide Studies Conference. 
The conference, to be held in 
Melbourne on 5–6 June 2011, will 
focus on the memory of genocide, 
and Holocaust memory in particular. 
We are very excited to have some 
excellent international presenters, 
including Father Patrick Desbois, 
Professor Jan Gross, Professor 
Dovid Katz, Dr Stephen Smith and 
Professor Laura Levitt.

Preparations are well underway for 
March of the Living 2011. This year 
40 Australian adults will participate. 
They will join participants from 
the USA, South Africa, England, 
France and Costa Rica to form 
an international group. They will 
be led by Trevor Roth and Tony 
Schneewiess, who will be joined 
by educators from the United 
States and South Africa. They are 
privileged to have two survivors 
– Henry Buch and Paul Fryberg – 
accompanying them. 

Sometimes I take for granted the 
extraordinary gift with which I have 
been presented – the privilege of 
hearing Holocaust survivors tell 
their stories. Recently I attended a 
function at which Holocaust survivor 

Kitia Altman was the speaker. She 
was to speak for twenty minutes 
and asked me to stop her when her 
allotted time was up. Kitia spoke 
for forty minutes and I would not 
have wanted to stop her. What 
she teaches us is so powerful, and 
the audience was spellbound. Her 
message is not filled with hate or 
despair, but rather with hope – hope 
for the future.

Unlike many of my contemporaries, 
I was blessed with grandparents. 
Mama and Papa Hammerman 
arrived in Australia from Nazi 
Germany on 20 August 1939, 
fortunate to have left when they 
did, and so escaping the fate of 
my extended family – my great 
grandfather who was murdered in 
Theresienstadt and the 40 family 
members who were murdered in 
Auschwitz and by Einsatzgruppen in 
what was then Poland, now Ukraine. 
My beloved grandmother dedicated 
herself to seeking out the family 
after the Shoah, sadly with minimal 
success. 

In 1959 one of her nephews, with 
his wife and two children, arrived 
in Australia from Poland, having 
survived by fleeing to Azerbaijan in 
1941. Last December I attended the 
wedding of their granddaughter. 
The bride was from the family who 
originated in Kalusz, now in the 
Ukraine, and the groom came from 
Kiev, also in the Ukraine. I think 
my grandmother would have been 
pleased. 

Chag Sameach! 

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Pauline 
Rockman OAM

How do you describe 
the indescribable? The 
renowned Holocaust 
scholar Yehuda 

Bauer has coined the term 
‘unprecedentedness’ to analyse and 
try to make sense of the Holocaust. 
We are privileged that Professor 
Bauer has contributed to Centre 
News and I trust that you will find 
his discussion of why he has coined 

this term – and its relevance for what 
is happening in the world today – 
both challenging and illuminating.

Now that the upgraded Jewish 
Holocaust Centre museum has 
been open for just over a year, we 
thought it appropriate to invite 
two academics to reflect on the 
changes. We are privileged to 
have the distinguished overseas 
Holocaust scholar, Dr Gideon Greif, 
present his thoughts on what makes 
a successful Holocaust museum. 
His discussion is complemented by 
that of local academic and Centre 
volunteer, Dr Adam Brown, who 
focuses on the new technology 
that has been incorporated into the 
museum.

In the darkness of the Holocaust, 
there were many shining lights 

– people who at great risk to 
themselves and their families defied 
the authorities to save Jews and 
other victims of the Nazi regime. 
Many of us are familiar with the 
names of Raoul Wallenberg, Oskar 
Shindler and Chiune Sugihara, but 
there are many others who are less 
well known. How many of us had 
heard of Henryk Slawik, the Pole 
who saved thousands of Polish Jews 
and others in Hungary, and who 
was tortured and murdered by the 
Germans? And what about Baroness 
von Neurath and Jan Kostanski who 
may not have saved as many people 
as Henryk Slawik, but whose deeds 
were no less heroic? You will learn 
more about them and their inspiring 
stories in this edition of Centre 
News.

EDITOR’S LETTER

Ruth Mushin
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The Jewish Holocaust 
Centre’s theme for 
2011 is ‘Preserving our 
Collection’. The Centre 

has, since its inception, collected 
artefacts associated with the 
Holocaust including postcards, 
diaries, passports, items of 
clothing, letters, illustrations, 
photographs and memorabilia. 

The process of collecting artefacts 
is quite complex, especially as 
we are committed to keeping the 
items for perpetuity. Herein lies 
the problem confronting us today: 
some artefacts are 70 to 80 years 
old and the ravages of time are 
beginning to take effect, despite 
material being kept in special 
wraps inside special boxes in a 
temperature-controlled, purpose-
built storage room.

To honour our commitment to 
care for these special items we 
are now undertaking a program 
of preservation. ‘Preserving our 
Collection’ was launched at the 
celebratory Founders’ Day dinner 
held at Lincoln of Toorak on 3 
March this year. Fundraising in 
support of the work will follow 
throughout the year. You can read 
more about this program in this 
edition of Centre News.

The Centre commemorated United 
Nations International Holocaust 
Memorial Day on 27 January by 
coordinating a memorial program 
at the City of Glen Eira Town Hall. 
This was an inclusive program 
with many representatives from 
Jewish and non-Jewish groups 
that suffered during the Holocaust, 
together with representatives 
of other communities who 
have suffered at the hands of 
perpetrators of genocides before 
and after the Shoah.

The keynote speaker at the 
Holocaust commemoration was 
the Hon Mark Dreyfus MP, himself 
a second-generation Holocaust 
survivor. Mr Dreyfus noted the 
Commonwealth Government’s 
decision to ensure that the study 

of the Holocaust is incorporated 
in the national secondary school 
history curriculum, but called on 
the government to take action to 
accord formal recognition to this 
day of remembrance as many 
other countries have already done. 
The Jewish Holocaust Centre 
strongly endorses the call by Mark 
Dreyfus. We call on politicians of 
all political persuasions to support 
the formalisation of this important 
day of commemoration, and 
urge the Australian Government 
to apply for membership of 
the Task Force for International 
Cooperation on Holocaust 
Education, Remembrance and 
Research, and by doing so commit 
to education and memorialisation 
of the Holocaust nationally. 

The Jewish Holocaust Centre 
publishes its events in Centre 
News and on our website – 
www.jhc.org.au. As we are often 
dependent on the availability and 
travel arrangements of overseas 
guests, activities may be arranged 
at short notice. Of course we are 
still able to advertise major events 
months in advance, but I urge you 
to check our website regularly for 
additional events.

DIRECTOR’S CUT

Warren 
Fineberg

Abram Goldberg, Holocaust survivor and long-
time guide at the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
and Board member, was made Glen Eira 
‘Citizen of the Year’ at the Council’s Australia 

Day breakfast in January this year. The ceremony was 
attended by over 100 people, among them community 
members, councillors and members of parliament.

Abram was in Lodz at the outbreak of the Second World 
War and was confined to the Lodz Ghetto for four years 
until its liquidation in 1944. Transported to Auschwitz-
Birkenau, he was then sent to Braunschweig Labour 
Camp before being force-marched to Watenstadt. 
Following his liberation, he immigrated to Melbourne.

Abram became a volunteer at the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre a year before its official opening. Since then 
he has served as a guide, introducing thousands of 
students and other visitors to the museum and its 
message of tolerance. He has been a member of the 
Executive of the Centre’s Board since 1989 and has 
held the portfolios of Treasurer and Survivor Volunteer 
Representative. He comes to the Centre every day and 
continues to provide hands-on support to volunteers 
and management. In particular, Abram encourages and 

supports the involvement of aged survivors, as well as 
young volunteers.

Together with his beloved wife, Cesia, Abram has 
provided unstinting and ongoing support to the Centre 
for over 27 years, and to other community organisations 
since his arrival in Melbourne in 1951. He is indeed a 
worthy recipient of the City of Glen Eira’s award and we 
wish him a hearty mazel tov!

Abram Goldberg receives his award from City of Glen Eira Mayor 
Margaret Esakoff

Mazel tov Abram Goldberg, City of Glen Eira 
Citizen of the Year



JHC Centre News 5

A t the beginning of the 
school educational 
program, after hearing 
that the Holocaust was 

the result of racist policies and 
ideology, students are asked: What 
exactly is race? What is it that we 
see that makes us think we are 
seeing someone from a different 
‘race’? ‘Skin colour and facial 
features’ is the immediate answer. 
So, then I ask, ‘How many races 
are in the room?’ It is fascinating to 
hear their replies. They range from 
‘five’ to ‘twenty’ to ‘lots’.

When challenged to name one 
race, the discussion becomes 
even more interesting. ‘Australian, 
Italian, Asian …’ are the common 
answers. This leads to a discussion 
of nationality, citizenship and the 
like, and the students become very 
confused by my question.

Imagine their surprise when I tell 
them that I know how many races 
are in the room, and I knew the 
answer before laying eyes on the 
students; that the answer is the 
same as when I asked the question 
yesterday and will ask it tomorrow, 

and is even the same answer to the 
question ‘how many races inhabit 
the earth’.

The answer of course is ‘one’. 
There is one race here in the 
room, the same one that is on the 
earth, and it is ‘the human race’. 
Many people think that skin colour 
indicates a substantial difference 
between individuals, and that there 
is a definite delineation between 
groups of people. If this is indeed 
the case, we should therefore be 
able to know clearly where one 
race begins and ends. But what 
do we mean by ‘black’, ‘white’, or 
‘yellow’? The reality is that there 
are infinite shades of skin tone and 
subtle differences in facial features, 
even within a so-called ‘race’. Other 
than this, human beings are far 
more alike, even when we consider 
people from what we think are 
different races.

My understanding of race is 
that it is a social construct. It is 
an idea, without a biological or 
physiological basis. Why are 
there different skin colours? A 
fascinating documentary on 
SBS this summer entitled Skin 
Deep explored this question and 
provided absorbing scientific 
explanation. (You can learn more 
about this by visiting the SBS 
website: http:/www.sbs.com.au/
shows/secretsofthehumanbody/
tab-listings/page/i/7/h/Skin-Deep/.) 

Why is this relevant to Holocaust 
education? Part of the mission 

statement of the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre states: ‘We consider the 
finest memorial to all victims of 
racist policies to be an educational 
program which aims to combat 
anti-Semitism, racism and 
prejudice in the community and 
foster understanding between 
people.’ The meaning of terms 
such as ‘racist policies’, ‘racism’ 
and ‘race’ and the question of 
whether there are indeed different 
races are integral to understanding 
the Holocaust. To combat racism 
– which does exist, even if races 
do not – we need to challenge 
students’ preconceived notions 
about ‘race’; to expose them to the 
fallacy of Nazi racial ideology; to 
help them see the immoral belief 
that human value is dependent 
on skin colour and other physical 
attributes; and to show them the 
horror that resulted from such 
an ideology, one that began with 
measuring the ‘ideal’ human nose 
and ended in Auschwitz. We need 
to state proudly that regardless of 
skin colour or facial features, we 
are all human beings deserving of 
mutual respect and understanding. 
We may speak different languages 
and worship differently, but under 
the ‘wrapper’, that is, our skin, we 
are all members of the same group: 
the human race.

If the students and other visitors 
leave having heard these messages 
and begun to think about them, 
then we are on the way to 
achieving our mission.

EDUCATION

Zvi Civins

Preservation workshop at the Jewish Holocaust Centre
Qualified paper conservators, Duncan and Christine 
Rolley, from Artifact Conservation in Kyneton, held a 
‘Preservation Workshop’ for Jewish Holocaust Centre 
staff and volunteers at the Centre last December. This 
informative, all-day workshop covered all aspects 
of collection handling and storage. It began with the 
theory of conservation and gradually moved to practical 
examples, using the Centre’s own collection items.

The workshop  was a wonderful professional 
development opportunity for Centre staff and 
volunteers. It was funded by a National Library of 
Australia Community Heritage Grant, as was the 
Preservation Needs Assessment report. The funding 
included an educational trip to Canberra for the Centre’s 
Curatorial Assistant, Daniel Feldman. The behind-
the-scenes visits to the National Library, the National 
Museum, the National Archives and the National Film 
and Sound Archive proved to be a valuable experience.

 Daniel Feldman (right) receives the National Library of Australia 
Community Heritage Grant
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In December 1948 the 
United Nations adopted 
the Convention on 
the Prevention and 

Punishment of the Crime 
of Genocide. Since then, 
a number of genocides 
have taken place. During 
the last century, many 
millions of civilians and 
unarmed prisoners of 
war were murdered by 
governments and/or 
political parties or their 
agents. Many people will 
agree that this is one of the 

major challenges humanity faces today, though the 
views about what exactly constitutes genocide are varied 
and contradictory. Most of us, however, will agree that 
genocide is the annihilation of groups as such. When the 
term ‘genocide’ was coined by a refugee Polish-Jewish 
lawyer named Raphael Lemkin in New York, probably 
in 1943, it was based on the realisation that Jews and 
Poles were then being murdered by National Socialist 
Germany. The annihilation of the Poles was partial, as the 
Germans wanted to use them as slave labor. The murder 
of the Jews, however, was total – every person defined 
by the Nazis as being Jewish and whom they could 
find – and that is reflected in the Convention which talks 
about the intent to annihilate an ethnic, national, racial 
or religious group, partially or totally. Many would add 
political groups to this list.

But, people will ask, if you want to deal now with 
genocide, why start with the Holocaust, and not with 
Rwanda, Cambodia, Darfur and so on? Was the genocide 
of the Jews which we call the Holocaust in some ways 
different from the other tragedies? Was it not parallel? 
In my view, it was both. I used to call the Holocaust 
‘unique’, but a number of years ago I abandoned the 
term ‘uniqueness’ to describe the genocide of the 
Jews and have instead been using, in fact I coined, a 
very cumbersome word: ‘unprecedentedness’. Why is 
‘uniqueness’ inappropriate? Mainly for two reasons. One, 
that ‘uniqueness’ might imply that the Holocaust is a one-
time event that cannot be repeated; but in that case there 
is hardly any point dealing with it, as there is no danger 
of its recurrence. However that implication is untrue: 
the genocide of the Jews was engineered and executed 
by humans for human reasons, and anything done by 
humans can be repeated – not in exactly the same way, to 
be sure, but in very similar ways. Two, it might also imply 
that it was decreed by some God, or god, or Satan, that 
is, a transcendental force, in which case Hitler and the 
perpetrators generally would have been the executors of 
a divine or satanic will and could not be held responsible, 
as they were not free actors. That indeed is the position 
of some Jewish ultra-orthodox thinkers, and some 
Christian thinkers too. Yet these thinkers do not accept 
the idea of lack of responsibility of the perpetrators and 
argue, rather illogically, I would think, that there is free 
will and humans can choose between good and evil, 
although on the other hand they say that nothing can 

happen without the Almighty’s will. The argument, then, 
that the Holocaust was ‘unique’ because it was caused by 
some transcendental Power leads to absurdity.

I would argue that, obviously, the Holocaust was a 
genocide, and that therefore it not only can, but must, 
be compared with other genocidal events of a similar 
nature or quality. The main parallel between it and other 
genocides lies in the suffering of the victims, which is 
always the same, as there are no gradations of suffering, 
and there are no better murders or better tortures or 
better rapes than others. The suffering of the victims is 
always the same and, from that point of view, there is 
no difference between Jews, Poles, Roma (‘Gypsies’), 
Russians, Darfurians, Tutsi, or anyone else.

The other main parallel, I would suggest, is that 
perpetrators of genocides or mass atrocities will always 
use the best means at their disposal to realise their 
project. In the genocide of the Armenians in World War 
I – which is still being denied by official Turkey - the 
Ottoman Turks used railways, machine-guns, specially 
recruited murder units and a fairly efficient bureaucracy 
which had been developed with the help of French, 
German and Austrian advisers, and a mass army. The 
Germans, in World War II, used railways, special units, 
modern weaponry, an excellent bureaucracy, brilliant 
propaganda, and a very powerful army. They used gas, 
because they had it; the Ottomans did not, because they 
did not have it.

I would argue further that I do not know of any element in 
genocides other than the Holocaust that are not repeated 
in other genocides; but that there are elements in the 
genocide of the Jews that are without a precedent in 
human history, as far as I know. It is clear, though, that 
the Holocaust was a precedent and that these elements 
can be repeated, and in one case they already have been 
repeated. What are these elements?

One, the totality: there is no precedent, it would seem, 
to a state-organised mass murder of members of a 
targeted group, in which every single person identified 
as a member of that group by the perpetrator – not 
self-defined – was sought out, registered, marked, 

On Holocaust and Genocide
Yehuda Bauer

Yehuda Bauer

German soldiers rounding up Jews for forced labour, Krakow,  
Poland, 1940-41 

Source: USHMM, courtesy of Zentrale Stelle der Landesjustizverwaltungen 
(Bundesarchiv- A) Photographer: Carl Strott 
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dispossessed, humiliated, terrorised, concentrated, 
transported and killed. Every single person defined 
as a Jew who was caught, without a single exception. 
So-called half-Jews were left alive when they were 
considered not Jewish. The moment people were 
thought of as being Jewish, they were subjected to the 
above process.

Two, the universality: there is no 
precedent, it would seem, to a 
universally conceived genocide. Thus, 
the Ottomans did not bother about the 
Armenians in Jerusalem, because that 
was not Turkish ethnic territory. Hutu 
power wanted to ‘cleanse’ Rwanda 
of Tutsis, but there were apparently 
no plans to kill all Tutsis everywhere. 
(After the genocide there were Hutu 
attempts to kill Tutsi-related groups in 
Eastern Congo, but not, for instance, 
in Burundi or Uganda.) On the other 
hand, the National Socialist regime in 
Germany intended to deal with the Jews 
everywhere ‘the way we deal with them 
here in Germany’, as Hitler told the Mufti 
of Jerusalem, Hajj Amin el-Husseini, on 
28 November 1941, to quote just one 
clear statement – there were more. This 
genocidal universalism developed in 
stages, of course, and had no known precedent.

Three, the ideology was based not on any pragmatic, 
economic, political, military, or other consideration, 
but on what Marxists would call pure superstructure. 
The Armenian genocide was the answer to political 
defeat in the Balkans, and was the result of the dream 
of a new Turkic empire stretching from the Dardanelles 
to Kazakhstan replacing the old, collapsing one; and 
there was the fear of a Russian invasion supported 
by Armenians that would destroy the Turkish state 
altogether. There was also the intent to replace Armenian 
merchants in the main cities with Turks. These are 
political, military and economic considerations. Take 
any other genocide and you will find such pragmatic 
bases, on which of course ideologies were then built as 
rationalisations. There were no such pragmatic elements 
with the Nazis. German Jews did not control Germany’s 
economy, with due respect to various Marxist writers. 
Only one major industrial establishment, the AEG, the 
major German electrical company, was owned by a 

Jewish family and there was one Jew among some one 
hundred members of the boards of the five major German 
banks. Jews were mostly middle class, lower middle 
class, members of free professions, and craftsmen; the 
rich ones owned a few major consumer stores. But Jews 
were not an organised group in any meaningful sense; 
their countrywide organisation, the Reichsvertretung der 
Deutschen Juden (Reich’s Deputation of German Jews), 
was founded in September 1933, nine months after the 
Nazi accession to power, as a result of Nazi pressure, 
not before. There had in fact never been an organised 
German Jewry before the Nazis. They had no territory 
and had no political, never mind military, power or 
presence. No Jewish individual held a ministerial post in 
Germany before World War I. After the war, only Walther 
Rathenau, the owner of AEG, held a ministerial position 
before he was murdered by right-wing extremists in 1922.

The reasons for the persecution of Jews bore no relation 
to reality, but were of the nature of nightmares: the 
imagined international Jewish conspiracy to control 
the world (a mirror-image of the Nazi desire to do so), 
the supposed corruption of German blood and society 
and culture by the Jews (when in fact the Jews, who 
were loyal German citizens, contributed, as individuals, 
very considerably to German culture), the blood libel 
(the accusation that Jews killed non-Jewish children to 
bake their matzot), and so on. I know of no other case in 
past history where mass murder was committed for no 
apparent pragmatic reason at all. Some historians seem 

to believe that the Jews were murdered 
in order to obtain their property. But that 
is demonstrably wrong: in many cases 
they were murdered after they had been 
deprived of their property, and the fit 
among them could have been used for 
slave labor. The looting was done in the 
process that led to the murder, not the 
other way round.

The non-pragmatic nature of the 
genocide can be shown in, literally, 
hundreds of cases. Thus, Lodz, the 
second largest city in prewar Poland, had 
the last ghetto on former Polish territory, 
because its workshops, run basically as 
slave labor places, produced some 9% 
of the Wehrmacht’s requirements for 
clothing and boots. In early 1944, the 
local Nazi bureaucrats were opposed 
to the liquidation of the ghetto, partly 

because its usefulness for the German Army, and also 
because they themselves had enriched themselves at 
the expense of the Jews. In addition, if the ghetto was 
liquidated they might have to serve in the army – not 
a very inviting prospect. But the ghetto was liquidated 
on Himmler’s orders, explicitly arguing against any 
economic pragmatism. Ideology held sway and no 
economic arguments were admitted. Is that capitalistic? 
Cost-effective? Rational? There is no known precedent for 
a genocide committed because of nightmarish fantasies.

Fourth, the racialist Nazi ideology was something 
utterly revolutionary. Communism, before it became 
the rationalisation for Russian imperialism, wanted to 
replace one social class by another – something we 
have known from past history. Nations have replaced 
nations, empires have replaced empires, and religions 
have superseded other religions. But ‘races’? Never 
before. And, of course, there are no ‘races’. We all are 
descendants of a group of Homo sapiens that roamed 
East Africa some half a million years ago, give or take a 

Raphael Lemkin at his desk.

Latvian policeman at the edge of a mass grave of  
Jewish women and children Liepaja, Latvia. 

Source: USHMM, courtesy of Zentrale Stelle der Landesjustizverwaltungen 
(Bundesarchiv- A) Photographer: Carl Strott 
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couple of hundred thousands of years. Hitler, Einstein, 
you and I, come from the same place. The National 
Socialist revolution was, I would argue, the only really 
revolutionary attempt in the twentieth century, bar 
none, and it was of course without any precedent. A 
new hierarchy was to rule the world – a hierarchy of the 
Nordic peoples of the Aryan race, and presumably their 
Japanese allies (who are not exactly Nordic Aryans, 
which created some ideological problems), with everyone 
else underneath that, and no Jews, because they would 
all have been killed by then. In a distorted way, this was a 
quasi-religious view: there was a God, a Messiah, namely 
the Fuehrer, and a holy people or race, and there was a 
Satan. The satanic Jew was taken from a de-christianised 
Christian antisemitism. And, naturally, Satan had to be 
fought, defeated and killed. Any precedents for that in 
human history? I would suggest – no.

Fifth and finally, the Jews: their culture provides one 
of the background elements to the emergence of what 
is wrongly termed ‘Western Civilisation’. The Nazis 
rebelled against that, against the Enlightenment, as well 
as against Christianity (which is Jewish, they argued; 
they were right on that one). The legacy of the French 
Revolution rests on Athens, Rome and Jerusalem 
(aesthetics, literature, law and order, and the ethics 
of the prophets); Romans and Athenians today speak 
other languages, pray to other gods and write literature 
that has no direct connection to the sources. But the 
Jews were still here, they spoke the same language and 
their traditions, though developed and changed over 
time, whether they were or are religious (a minority) 
or not (a majority), are direct, continuous cultural (not 
necessarily biological) descendants of the original ones. 
Their literature is indecipherable without relating it 
to their ancient texts. A violent, brutal, exterminatory 
attack on the legacy of the French Revolution involved, 
almost necessarily and certainly logically, an attack on 
the only surviving remnant of the original sources from 
which Western Civilisation developed. The ethics of the 
prophets stood in stark contradiction to the ideas behind 
the Nazi revolution – basically, an ideology that said that 
the stronger ‘races’, or peoples, had not only the right but 
the duty to rule the world and do away with the weaker 
ones, even to annihilate them.

The Holocaust, then, was unprecedented, a fact of 
tremendous importance to anyone who wants to fight 
the self-destructive tendencies in human society. It also 
means that it was a precedent and, indeed, in Rwanda – 
my  first point – totality of annihilation, was intended: all 
Rwandan Tutsis were to be killed. I suspect that the most 
important Hutu power ideologue, Ferdinand Nahimana, 

now in jail, may have heard something about the Nazi 
annihilation of the Jews when he studied philosophy and 
history in Europe. I cannot prove it, but it might be worth 
investigating. 

The Jewish specificity and the universal implications 
of the Holocaust are two sides of the same coin. Every 
genocide is specific, so that specificity becomes a 
universal trait. This universal characteristic has to be 
set into a context: we are the only predatory mammals 
that kill each other in large numbers, in mass atrocities 
some of which we label genocides, because they are the 
most extreme form of this, unfortunately, very human 
behaviour. And the most extreme form of genocide, 
to date, was the genocide of the Jews, because of the 
points mentioned above, and perhaps a few others. It 
is that realisation of the unprecedented character of the 
Holocaust, vague as it is, that has made the Holocaust, 
in the eyes of an increasing number of humans and 
their institutions (such as the United Nations), the 
paradigmatic genocide, because it is the most extreme 
form of an illness that afflicts humanity. 

My conclusion would be that the Holocaust stands at 
the centre of any study or consideration of genocide, 
because of its paradigmatic nature; it is also the starting 
point of any serious attempt at preventing such mass 
atrocities. When one starts from the extreme case – 
again, not because the suffering is any different, but 
because of other factors involved – one must become 
committed to an effort to stop or prevent ongoing and 
future genocides, because they are manifestations of 
the same human illness which caused the Holocaust. 
One has to add: mass murder committed by humans 
against humans is not inhuman – I wish it were – but, 
unfortunately, very human indeed. The slogan ‘man’s 
inhumanity to man’ is fatally flawed. Mass murder is an 
aspect of humanity that we have to fight, not something 
external to us. One has to deal with Darfur, Zimbabwe, 
Eastern Congo, Southern Sudan, Burma and a number 
of other places in an increasingly crowded, small, world. 
The only lesson one can draw from the Holocaust is that 
one has to fight genocide.

Yehuda Bauer is Professor Emeritus of Holocaust Studies 
at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem and Academic 
Advisor to Yad Vashem, the Israeli and Jewish Memorial 
Institution to the Holocaust.

Srebrenica massacre memorial gravestones.

Rwandan refugee camp, Zaire, 1994



JHC Centre News 9

We opened the doors of the upgraded Jewish Holocaust Centre’s museum in 
February 2010. A year later we invited two distinguished academics – Dr Adam 
Brown from Deakin University, Melbourne and Dr Gideon Greif, from the Shem Olam 
Institute in Israel and the Foundation for Holocaust Education Projects, Florida, USA, 
– to reflect on the changes and their impact.

The issue of how to keep 
the remembrance of 
historical events relevant to 
contemporary times is not 

a new problem facing those who 
work in museums. Nor is it a new 
issue to be dealt with by Holocaust 
museums in particular. Yet some 
perceive that the challenges facing 
Holocaust remembrance and 
commemoration in the present 
are more considerable, more in 

need of effective response, than ever before. With the 
seventieth anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz only 
a few years away, important questions continue to be 
asked by and of those who seek to perpetuate the memory 
of the Holocaust: how will the history of the Holocaust, 
with so many human atrocities occurring since and 
others still ongoing, maintain its hold on the collective 
consciousness? How can young people in particular be 
motivated to learn about and understand this past, so 
distant and yet so close?

These were the questions grappled with by all those 
involved in the upgrade of the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
(JHC) museum. Visiting the Centre as a volunteer in the 
Testimonies Department, I have been asked the question, 
more than once and by more than one survivor guide: 
‘How do we reach young people?’ It would seem to me 
that the recent changes have provided at least a partial 
response to this question.

A significant aspect of the Centre’s renovation to its 
permanent museum has been the extensive application 
of new media technology. The audio-visual stations, or 
Storypods, allow users to navigate between different 
virtual collections of survivor testimonies via a touch-
screen. Individualised images of a table filled with various 
objects, such as a passport, a photo frame, a notebook 
or a medal, are associated with each survivor and these 
can be ‘touched’ by the visitor in order to find out more 
about their significance, both to the survivor and to the 
Holocaust in general. Nonetheless, as in so many other 
areas of society that are shifting further towards the 
‘online,’ the ‘automated,’ or the ‘virtual,’ the employment 
of some of the latest technological innovation at the JHC 
might evoke some raised eyebrows. 

Reports focusing on the perceived problems – some real, 
others invented – of the growing use of social networking 
abound in the mass media, constituting a ‘moral panic’ 
that often leads to the demonisation of young people. 
This may occur at the expense of understanding what the 

implications – positive or negative – of new media actually 
are. Many media theorists have commented on how this 
emphasis on the negative disguises the new media’s 
potential value in enhancing human communication.

The merging of survivor stories with vehicles of the virtual 
world is, perhaps unsurprisingly, going to be approached 
with care and caution – and this is a good thing. In a sense, 
the JHC initiative involves, to some extent, a ‘risk’ – but 
arguably, a necessary risk. When the representation of the 
Holocaust is involved, there are always limitations, but 
there are also possibilities.

Of course, the innovative use of technology at the Centre must 
be considered in its broader context. It is in this way – through 
the technology’s positioning within the museum – that it can 
be particularly effective. Undeniably, the survivor guides who 
continue to meet with students and other visitors, sharing their 
personal stories and those of their families, remain the mainstay 
of the visitor ‘experience’. Some museum volunteers even guide 
visitors ‘around’ the new media stations themselves, establishing 
a complex interaction between survivor, technology and the 
listener/viewer/questioner. 

Also of note are the rejuvenated exhibits, containing numerous 
historical documents, photographs and other artefacts. These 
are complemented by detailed captions which develop (to 
the extent possible with an event such as the Holocaust) a 
‘comprehensive’ picture of the historical process, its precedents, 
and its aftermath. These exhibits can be viewed immediately 
adjacent to, or within metres of, the Storypod stations, therefore 
combining the benefits of interacting with digital platforms 
and visitors’ engagement with more ‘conventional’ media. One 
might, for instance, watch and listen to a survivor speaking about 
the deportation process on the screen before observing the 
museum’s detailed model of the Treblinka death camp, the last 
destination of so many Holocaust victims.

I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to all those who 
give their time to the Centre’s crucial activities, and particularly 
those who have made the upgrade of the museum such a 
resounding success. In my view, the museum’s incorporation of 
interactive new media platforms prepares the Centre well for its 
ongoing roles in perpetuating Holocaust memory and combating 
continued discrimination in all its forms throughout Australia and 
the rest of the world. 

Dr Adam Brown is a Lecturer in Media, Communication and 
Public Relations at Deakin University who wrote his PhD on 
Holocaust representation. He is currently co-authoring the study 
Communication, New Media and Everyday Life, contracted by 
Oxford University Press, while working on research in the areas of 
children’s television, new media in museums, and Holocaust film.

Responding to a challenge for our 
times: technological innovation at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre
Adam Brown
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The teaching process is 
a very complicated one, 
especially when the 
subject is as delicate and 

painful as the Holocaust, and the 
educational challenge of teaching 
this subject is something that has 
preoccupied educators for many 
decades. 

To make learning about the 
Holocaust as clear as possible, we 

need a variety of tools. Museum exhibitions are one of 
the most effective methods, as they speak to our most 
important senses – our eyes and ears. The new museum 
at the Jewish Holocaust Centre in Melbourne includes all 
the necessary ingredients for effective and meaningful 
teaching and learning about the Holocaust. Despite the 
relatively limited space, the museum’s designers have 
created an environment of dignity and respect, both 
to the millions of victims of the Holocaust and to the 
survivors, who are an inseparable part of the museum’s 
history and heritage.

An excellent historical exhibition can ease the difficulty 
of learning about the Holocaust by translating an 
abstract and difficult topic into something which people 
can grasp. It can do this by supplying the tangible 
components – photographs, exhibits, historical remnants 
and other physical displays. Most people need some 
tangible materials to understand a story, especially an 
old one, and for the younger generations the Holocaust is 
almost like prehistory! 

A page from a diary, lists of deportations, orders about 
limitations of food supply to a ghetto, or a child’s toy 
all have a language of their own and are powerful 
messengers of the millions who can no longer speak 
to us. The museum display therefore ensures that our 
murdered brothers and sisters will not be forgotten. 

However, museum exhibits from the Holocaust period 
are not without their problems. As the Germans 
systematically destroyed synagogues, Jewish holy books 
and religious artefacts, libraries and any other signs of 
Jewish cultural heritage, what remains is very limited. 
In addition, important historical items may be lost when 
Holocaust survivors pass away if their descendants 
are not aware of the importance of those items. It is no 

wonder that each remnant from the Holocaust period is 
so precious. 

Most photographs from the Holocaust were taken by 
the Germans – soldiers or members of the SS who took 
photographs in ghettos or camps privately. The official 
policy of the Third Reich was to hide its crimes, so 
photography in camps was strictly forbidden, with the 
exception of films taken to promote Nazi propaganda. 
Consequently, the few pictures that remain are 
historically very significant. Very few photographs were 
taken by Jewish photographers, among them Mendel 
Grossman, Henryk Ross, Zvi Hirsz Kadushin and others, 
as cameras were among the first items confiscated by the 
Nazis.

The fact that the German photographers mostly viewed 
their subjects as Untermenschen, sub-humans, does 
not reduce the historical value of their photographs, but 
needs to be made clear to museum visitors. 

In an effective museum display, photographs, maps and 
posters should be big enough so that they can be viewed 
comfortably. The accompanying texts should also be 
relatively brief as visitors may have little patience to 
read long and potentially boring texts. The detailed story 
should be told instead by the guide or teacher, using 
the exhibits as a basis for discussion. The new museum 
display at the Jewish Holocaust Centre supplies just the 
right amount of explanatory texts, and its design and the 
precision of historical data are simply superb.

The average visit to the museum should not exceed 
three hours, as anything longer is exhausting, and an 
interested group can always return for a second visit. 

The most important factor in educating museum visitors 
is the guiding. Professional, experienced and talented 
guides do not need huge or sophisticated exhibitions 
to present the story of the Holocaust. The best guides 
are clear in their explanations, know the historical facts 
and are patient, attentive and open to different opinions. 
Naturally, guides will emphasise those aspects they 
consider most important and those with which they are 
most familiar. The guide is the mediator between the 
contents of the exhibition and the story, the living bridge 
between the past and the present.

Learning about the Holocaust requires a special 
atmosphere – quiet but not silent; encouraging without 
being overwhelming; and finding a balance between 
dry facts and emotion. The exhibition should succeed 
in attracting visitors, involving them and arousing 
their intellectual curiosity for as long as they are at the 
museum. 

The Centre’s new museum encompasses all the attributes 
I have discussed. It is modern and aesthetically pleasing, 
and provides an inviting environment for learning about 
a difficult subject. Above all, it creates an environment of 
dignity and respect, and is a very clear declaration that 
this is a place of commemoration, remembrance, sorrow 
and meditation. It is not a school or a lecture hall, but a 
place where a story is being told in a clear voice – the 
voice of the memory of the six million Jews murdered by 
the Germans and their collaborators.

Dr Gideon Greif is Chief Historian, Shem Olam Institute, 
Israel, and Senior Historian and Researcher, the 
Foundation for Holocaust Education Projects, Florida, 
USA.

Using the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre 
museum for 
teaching and 
learning about  
the Holocaust
Gideon Greif
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The Jewish 
Holocaust Centre 
(JHC) is about 
to undertake a 

program to preserve the 
thousands of precious 
items collected by 
volunteers over the past 
27 years – the first-hand 
evidence of the atrocities 
committed against the 
Jews during the Holocaust.

When the Centre accepts 
artefacts, their ownership 
is transferred to the Centre 
and implicit in doing this 
is a commitment by the 
Centre to keep them for 
perpetuity. The process 

of collecting artefacts is quite complex: the provenance 
of the item must be verified, details of the provenance 
and associated historical information collected and the 
information added to the Centre’s artefact database when 
the item is stored or put on display. 

Many of these artefacts are now 70 to 80 years old and 
the ravages of time are beginning to have effect, even 
though they are kept in special wraps inside special 
boxes in a temperature-controlled, purpose-built storage 
room. The paper documents from the 1930s and 40s have 
already deteriorated significantly, but can be treated by 
conservators to ensure that they will last for many years 
to come. The Centre has also collected over 1300 survivor 
testimonies and there are challenges involved in digitising 
and preserving these recordings for future 
generations.

To honour the Centre’s commitment to 
care for these special items we are now 
undertaking a program of preservation. In 
2009 the museum consultancy firm Cultural 
Connotations completed a review of the 
Centre’s collection management practices. 
Then in 2010, conservationists from the 
firm Artifact Conservation completed a 
Preservation Needs Assessment. These 
two reports have provided the Centre 
with expert advice to ensure we continue 
to meet museum standards in Collection 
Management. These reviews also make 
recommendations relating to upgrading 
our systems to meet best practice in the 
industry.

Jayne Josem, the Centre’s Curator and 
Head of Collections, is busy compiling 
a list of the most significant items in 

need of conservation. The collection includes postcards, 
diaries, passports, items of clothing, letters, illustrations, 
photographs, memorabilia and so on. 

Let us take Alan Moore’s pencil drawing ‘Woman of 
Belsen’, as an example. Lt Moore was an official Australian 
War Artist during the Second World War and was 
among the armed forces that liberated Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp. He sketched the ‘Woman of Belsen’ 
on 17 April 1945 (later donating it to the JHC). According to 
his notes, the woman in this sketch died a few hours later. 
He wrote: 

It was a death camp, Belsen. They intended for 
people not to come out at all … I had been on all 
fronts … but when I entered Belsen I wanted to get 
out of the army again, I wanted to finish, it affected 
me so much.

As well as drawing, Lt Moore also took many photographs 
at Belsen, which are stored in the Australian War Memorial 
Archive. He said that he took the photos because 
the scenes he witnessed were so far beyond human 
comprehension that he felt obligated to document them 
with photographs lest anyone in the future doubt that his 
drawings were accurate.

Over time the paper on which he drew ‘Woman at Belsen’ 
has yellowed and there are brown spots on the drawing. 
Without conservation treatment to stabilise the paper, 
this independent eyewitness testament to the horrors of 
the camps would have deteriorated further. However, the 
picture has been conserved with funds donated by JHC 
staff and volunteers in honour of the marriage of Abhijit 
Chattaraj and Cathy Maguire.

Our challenge now is to preserve every item in the 
collection, but we must conduct urgent conservation work 
on the most significant and most damaged items. Only 
with this work can each item continue to bear witness to 
future generations and help to confront hate, antisemitism 
and genocide. 

This project can only be undertaken with a major 
commitment of resources. To this end, we have set 
ourselves the goal of raising $500,000. We launched 
the project at the very successful JHC 27th anniversary 
celebratory dinner on 3 March, but we need help to 
continue this important work. For further information, 
please contact JHC Executive Director Warren Fineberg on  
9528 1985 or email WarrenF@jhc.org.au.

Preserving  
our collection 
for posterity

‘Woman of Belsen’

Alan Moore, Australian War Artist, Belsen 1945, photo courtesy Australian War Memorial
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The Jewish Holocaust Centre celebrates 27 years

On 3 March, the Jewish Holocaust Centre held 
a dinner to mark its 27th anniversary. In March 
1984, a group of men and women, most of them 
in their late fifties and early sixties, finalised their 

preparations for the official opening of the Centre. These 
Holocaust survivors had all lost members of their families and 
had witnessed history’s greatest crime, yet their legacy is not 
one of hatred and bitterness. Instead, theirs is a message of 
tolerance, human dignity and, significantly, of the continuity 
and vibrancy of Jewish life. It is due to the vision of these 
survivors – those with us today and those who have passed 
on – that the Jewish Holocaust Centre has become one of 
our community’s outstanding institutions. Last year alone, 
with the opening of the Centre’s superb upgraded museum, 
well over 18,000 students from throughout Victoria – an 
unprecedented number – visited the Centre. Over 5,500 others 
– locals and visitors from interstate and overseas, together 
with a host of dignitaries – also visited the Centre.

The celebratory dinner on 3 March was attended by Holocaust 
survivors and their families and friends, together with 
representatives of Jewish and community organisations. 
Special guests included Rabbi Michael Schudrich, Poland’s 
Chief Rabbi; Margaret Esakoff, Mayor of the City of Glen Eira; 
Helen Shardey, recently-retired former Member of State 
Parliament; and the children of two of the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre’s founders – Nuritt Borsky, daughter of the late Aron 
Sokolowicz, and Nathan Fink, son of the late Mina Fink. 

 (l-r) Phillip Maisel, Rebecca
Forgasz and Rachel Forgasz

(l-r) Marc Janover, Kim Kreuzer, Doov Cohen, Jonathon and Jessica Cohen

Michael Cohen  (l-r) Teresa Croucher, Pauline Rockman OAM,
 Rachel Croucher, Phillip Maisel and 

Debbie Brown

Helen Mahemoff Sebastian Hausleitner

 (l-r) Zvi and Marian Civins and
Rabbi Michael Shudrich

 (l-r) Barbara Sacks, Elly Brooks, Warren Fineberg,
Rose Freilich, Ilana Nissen and Mark Freilich

(l-r) Helen Mahemoff and Genia Janover

Abhijit Chattaraj and



 (l-r) Ephraim Finch, Pauline Rockman OAM, 
Tuvia Lipson and Helen Mahemoff
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The Jewish Holocaust Centre celebrates 27 years

One focus of the function was the launch of the ‘Preserving 
our Collection’ program. Jayne Josem, Curator and Head of 
Collections, spoke about the need to preserve and conserve 
precious artefacts, many of which are now 70 or 80 years old. 
Genia Janover, one of Australia’s foremost Jewish educators, 
then spoke, not as an educator, but as the daughter of 
Holocaust survivors. Genia, born in Munich, Germany after 
the Second World War, shared the story of her late father and 
his diary – the incredible way in which his story unfolded and 
the way in which his diary has been preserved.

Another focus of the evening was the opportunity to recognise 
the remarkable contribution of two Centre stalwarts, Phillip 
Maisel and Ursula Flicker, Holocaust survivors who have 
been instrumental in overseeing the Centre’s archival and 
testimonies’ collections. Those present were treated to video 
interviews with Phillip and Ursula, who were honoured by 
the official naming of the Centre’s archives and testimonies 
collection as ‘The Ursula Flicker Archival Collection’ and ‘The 
Phillip Maisel Testimonies Project’.

Helen Mahemoff, Chair of the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
Foundation, proposed the vote of thanks to Genia Janover, 
and Pauline Rockman, the Centre’s President, presented 
certificates to Phillip Maisel and to Rebecca Forgasz, who 
represented her grandmother, Ursula Flicker, who was 
overseas. The evening concluded with the lighting of six 
candles to honour the memory of the victims of the Holocaust.

(l-r) Lusia Haberfeld and Sara Saaroni

(l-r) Alex and Gerry Dafner

 (l-r) Helen Leperere, Ariella Leski,
Phillip Maisel and Sabina Josem

Pauline Rockman OAM

Floris KalmanTom and Nuritt Borsky

 (l-r) Ephraim Finch, Abram Goldberg, 
Helen Shardey and Cesia Goldberg

Phillip Maisel and Kitia Altman Rebecca Forgasz

Jayne Josem
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In October last year 
the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre (JHC) hosted 
an evening to honour 

Henryk Slawik, a Polish 
Gentile who saved 
thousands of Polish Jews 
residing in Hungary 
during the Holocaust. The 

event was jointly sponsored by the embassies of Israel, 
Poland and Hungary.

Born in Szeraka, Poland in 1894, Slawik served as the 
head of the Civic Committee for Relief of Polish Refugees 
in Hungary, an agency of the Polish Government-in-
Exile. His humanity transcended nationality or creed: for 
him, care of abandoned refugees was an all-consuming 
concern. Yad Vashem, which has acknowledged Slawik 
as one of the ‘Righteous Among the 
Nations’, recorded that Slawik rescued 
over 5,000 Jewish refugees living 
in Hungary between 1940 and 1944. 
However, his close friend, Josef Antall 
Snr, placed the number of Jews Slawik 
rescued at approximately 15,000. Slawik 
was imprisoned by the Nazis soon after 
the Nazi take-over of Hungary in March 
1944. He was tortured and transported to 
Mauthausen, where he was murdered.

The evening’s program included the 
documentary Henryk Slawik – the Polish 
Wallenberg, and addresses by Mr Adam 
Warzel of the Australian Institute of 
Polish Affairs, His Excellency, Mr Andrzej 
Jaroszyńsky, Ambassador for the Republic 
of Poland, His Excellency, Mr Yuval Rotem, 
Ambassador for Israel and His Excellency, 
Mr Gábor Csaba, Ambassador for 
Hungary. Professor Jan Pakulski, President 
of the Australian Institute of Polish Affairs, 
proposed the vote of thanks.

The forgotten hero
Adam Warzel
The most appropriate question one can ask about Henryk 
Slawik today is why, until recently, his name has remained 
almost totally forgotten. Like the great Swede, Raoul 
Wallenberg, and the Japanese Vice-Consul to Lithuania, 
Chiune Sugihara, Slawik was one of the most important 
Righteous Among the Nations, but unlike them, he is 
relatively unknown. 

Henryk Slawik was born in 1894 into a peasant family in 
Jastrzebie Zdroj, Upper Silesia, then part of Germany. He 
was a man of steely determination, self-discipline and 
organisational talents, an active member of the moderate 
wing of the Polish Socialist Party and editor of the 
newspaper The Worker’s Gazette.

When the war broke out, Slawik was mobilised into the 
Polish army. After the Soviet Union attacked Poland 
in September 1939, he crossed the border to Hungary. 
Thanks to his fluent command of German, he was spotted 
by Jozef Antall, a senior Hungarian government official 
responsible for organising aid for Polish refugees. Slawik 
was brought to Budapest where he began organising the 
Citizens’ Committee for Helping Polish Refugees. At the 
same time, he was clandestinely helping Poles exiled in 
Hungary to join the Polish Army being formed in France, 
and later in the Middle East. He soon became the delegate 
of the Polish Government-in-Exile for Hungary.

After the Hungarian government introduced racial 
laws, Slawik, in cooperation with Antall, began issuing 
thousands of Polish Jews with false documents 
confirming not only their Polish roots, but also their 
Roman Catholic faith. He also established an orphanage 

for Jewish children, named School for Children of Polish 
Officers, and helped disguise its true nature by having the 
children visited by Catholic Church authorities.

Slawik was arrested by the Gestapo in July 1944. Before 
his arrest he went into hiding, but still managed to assist 
thousands of Polish Jews, and other refugees, to leave 
Hungary. Despite organising his family’s safe transit to 
Switzerland, he remained in Budapest to continue helping 
others. A month before his arrest, the Gestapo arrested 
his wife, Jadwiga, who was sent to Ravensbruck but 
survived.

During interrogation, Slawik showed rare valour and 
toughness, revealing nothing about his cooperation 
with his colleague and friend, Jozef Antall. Slawik was 
transported to Mauthausen concentration camp where he 
was executed during the second half of 1944. He remains, 
like Wallenberg, a hero without a grave.

Henryk Slawik –  
the Polish Wallenberg

(l-r) Adam Warzel, His Excellency Andrzej Jaroszyński, His Excellency Yuval Rotem,  
His Excellency Gábor Csaba and Warren Fineberg.

Henryk Slawik 
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Let me now go back to the original question – why has 
Henryk Slawik remained largely unknown until very 
recently? In my view there are a number of possible 
explanations:

Firstly, Slawik was an official of the London-based Polish 
Government-in-Exile. In post-war communist Poland, 
functionaries like Slawik were considered enemies of 
the state and their names were blacklisted. As a socialist 
from a moderate wing of the party, this in itself made him 
anathema to the post-war communist authorities.

Secondly, Slawik’s activities were conducted in a third 
country, Hungary. Like Poland, Hungary was also part 
of the Soviet bloc, so any attempt to uncover his deeds 
would naturally hit not one, but two walls.

The approach of the Polish communist authorities to the 
tragedy of the Shoah also tended to minimise it by making 
it part of general Polish suffering, a kind of ‘polonisation’ 
of the Holocaust. Consequently, the references made to 
six million Poles who perished during the war did not 
include the fact that half of this number – three million 
– were Jews. Auschwitz was a symbol of Polish, rather 
than Jewish, suffering, even though 90% of Poland’s 
pre-war Jewish population was murdered. No distinction 
was made between concentration camps, in which many 
Christian Poles were incarcerated, and death camps, 
used primarily for the annihilation of Jews. It is therefore 
little wonder that the collective memory controlled by the 
communist authorities left little place for revering people 
who devoted their lives to rescuing Jews. 

Last but not least, is the international scene. Following 
the Six Day War of 1967, relations between Israel and 
the Soviet-bloc countries that supported the Arabs 
deteriorated markedly. Poland and others broke off 
diplomatic relations with Israel which were not fully 
restored until the winds of freedom swept Central Europe 
in 1989. As a consequence, contacts between historians of 
both countries were difficult and sporadic.

In this context it is not difficult to see that history was not 
only unkind to Henryk Slawik during his life, but also after 
his death.

Henryk Slawik’s name was saved from oblivion by the late 
Henryk Zvi Zimmerman and Grzegorz Lubczyk. Lubczyk 
served as Poland’s ambassador to Hungary between 1997 
and 2001, where he developed a strong interest in Slawik, 
and Zimmerman was one of Slawik’s closest associates 
in Hungary. Zimmerman escaped from Hungary shortly 
before Slawik‘s arrest, settled in Palestine and later 
became a Member of the Knesset. It was Zimmermann 
who nominated Slawik to Yad Vashem as a Righteous 
Among the Nations, which was conferred in 1992. 

Henryk Slawik: 
defying the silence of 
the masses
Yuval Rotem
More than 70 years ago, the brutal atrocities that man 
inflicted upon his fellow man in the last century reached 
their apex in the cruel murder of six million Jews by the 
Nazi regime. The bitter irony is that the world saw, in 
plain view, the violence and destruction that Hitler was 
planning to inflict upon the Jews, and yet remained silent. 

Rabbi Joachim Prince declared: ‘When I was the Rabbi of 
the Jewish community in Berlin under the Nazi regime, 
I learned many things. The most important thing that I 
learned is that bigotry and hatred are not the most urgent 
problem. The most urgent, the most disgraceful, the most 
shameful and the most tragic problem is silence.’

Silence allows those who abuse their power to continue to 
do so knowing that they will not be challenged. Unlike so 
many others, Henryk Slawik, a non-Jew, defied the silence 
of the masses and stood up for what was right and just. 
Today we pay tribute to his courage and salute his vision. 
He was truly a unique individual, whose legacy should be 
recognised and his powerful message embraced.

At a time when he could have done nothing, Henryk 
Slawik extended his hand to a humiliated and vulnerable 
people, using his position to provide thousands of 
refugees with false papers, in order to grant them new 
lives. His actions deserve to be commemorated – as Yad 
Vashem has done – precisely because it was at that time 
in history when voices needed to be heard the most. 

Henryk Slawik’s message, that the convenience of 
silence is as evil as the greatest crime, is clear. However, 
the world still faces the same sort of battles that were 
fought decades ago. There are still voices that call for the 
destruction of our communities, large and small. Today, 
a leader of a nation denies the Holocaust, and calls for 
the destruction of the Jewish state, a mere seventy years 
after the beginning of Second World War. Today, he is 
welcomed by Heads of State in Europe, and is given a 
platform at the United Nations General Assembly in New 
York, yet again, from which to launch his verbal assault 
upon us all. 

Today, the threats may be different, but their meaning is 
horribly familiar. And the importance of taking a stand is 
just as relevant today as it was when Henryk Slawik took 
upon himself the ultimate selflessness. His many acts of 
courage should never be forgotten. Nor should we forget 
the importance of speaking up for what is right. In this era 
of new threats, we cannot afford the luxury of inaction, 
indifference and silence. Now, more than ever, we must 
remember Henryk Slawik’s example. 

We can all fulfil his legacy by following vigorously the 
ideal of the great philosopher and statesman, Edmund 
Burke, who over 200 years ago warned: ‘All that is 
necessary for evil to triumph is for good men to do 
nothing.’

(l-r) Małgorzata Warzel, The Hon Michael Danby MP, Cesia Goldberg, 
Professor Jan Pakulski, Julia Warzel.
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While the Jerusalem-based Yad Vashem 
applies specific criteria to accord the 
titular honour of Chassidei Umot Ha’olam 
(Righteous Among the Nations) to Gentiles 

who risked their lives to saves Jews during the Holocaust, 
there were countless other non-Jews, as many Holocaust 
survivors will affirm, whose acts of self-sacrifice were 
responsible for saving Jewish lives.

Moshe Fiszman, a survivor guide at the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre, attributes his survival, and that of many other 
inmates of the Vaihingen am Enz (Wiesengrund) 
concentration camp in Germany, to a young woman, 
Baroness Irmgard von Neurath. Of the four camps in which 
he was incarcerated during the Shoah, including Auschwitz, 
where he spent a brief period, Mr Fiszman deems Vaihingen 
to have been indisputably the most brutal. 

Baroness von Neurath died in 1965, aged 67, her 
courage never having been formally acknowledged. 
However, given Moshe Fiszman’s close association 
with the Jewish Holocaust Centre, the Centre decided 
to do so posthumously, and wrote to her daughter, Mrs 
Wendelgard von Staden, who still lives in Vaihingen.  
The letter read: 

‘The Jewish Holocaust Centre in Melbourne, Australia 
wishes to place on record its gratitude and indebtedness 
to your late mother, Baroness Irmgard von Neurath, 
whose courage and compassion proved instrumental in 
saving lives of Jews incarcerated in the Vaihingen am 
Enz (Wiesengrund) concentration camp during the Nazi-
perpetrated Holocaust.

We have been told of the care and humanity which your 
mother showed during that dark period of history by a 

Holocaust survivor, Mr Moshe Fiszman, who has served 
as a volunteer guide at our Centre and Holocaust Museum 
for several years. The brave, selfless and defiant actions 
of your mother ameliorated, in large measure, the pain, 
degradation, humiliation and suffering experienced by Mr 
Fiszman and many others at the hands of vindictive and 
merciless jailors. 

While the memories of starvation, brutality, ruthlessness, 
disease and the deaths of scores of people on a daily 
basis remain with Mr Fiszman, his indebtedness to your 
mother, which he shares with many others who may 
not have survived but for her, has endured, despite the 
passage of time …’

In acknowledgement of Baroness Irmgard von Neurath’s 
selfless acts of courage, the Centre presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Mrs von Staden. The text 
of the Certificate acknowledged Baroness von Neurath’s 
selfless acts of courage in protecting Jewish prisoners 
in the Vaihingen am Enz (Wiesengrund) concentration 
camp, thereby endangering her own safety.

In her response, Mrs von Staden wrote: ‘It is 
with great emotion that I read your letter … and 
opened the envelope with the framed Certificate of 
Recognition dedicated to my late mother. I wish I could 
tell her about the Jewish Holocaust Centre at the other 
end of the world – and of Mr Fiszman who, after so many 
years, still remembers her ... ’ It was gratifying to hear 
from Mrs von Staden that the grounds of the Vaihingen 
am Enz concentration camp have been turned into a 
memorial with documents carefully preserved in the 
archives. Students and other visitors are shown where 
the barracks once stood and are informed about what 
happened at the camp.

There is a rabbinical concept of mesirat nefesh, loosely 
translated as the mitzvah of self-sacrifice. Baroness 
Irmgard von Neurath was living proof of one who fulfilled 
that mitzvah.

JHC acknowledges Baroness von 
Neurath’s selfless acts of courage

Baroness von Neurath

Mrs Wendelgard von Staden
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The Jewish Holocaust Centre hosted visiting 
scholar Dr Geoff Megargee in September 2010. 
Dr Megargee is an applied research scholar at 
the Centre for Advanced Holocaust Studies at 

the Washington-based United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. He is also the Editor-in-Chief of the acclaimed 
seven-volume Encyclopedia of Camps and Ghettos 1933-
1945, which provides the first comprehensive survey of 
all known Nazi camps and ghettos. The encyclopedia has 
received the 2009 National Jewish Book Award, the 2010 
Judaica Reference Award from the Association of Jewish 
Libraries, the Library Journal’s Best of Reference 2009, 
and was designated a Choice magazine 2010 Outstanding 
Academic Title. Dr Megargee is also the author of several 
books, including Inside Hitler’s High Command and 
Barbarossa 1941: Hitler’s War of Annihilation.

Dr Megargee delivered two lectures at the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre. At the first lecture he spoke about the 
Nazi camp and ghetto system, outlining the research 

undertaken at the Centre for Advanced Holocaust Studies. 
The Centre is undertaking a comprehensive examination 
of the size, scope and interconnectedness of the camp 
system. Its research to date has revealed that the size of 
the Nazi concentration camp universe was much larger 
than scholars had previously believed. Dr Megargee 
stated: ‘This project will provide the public and historians 
with a much more detailed understanding of the scale 
of the Nazis’ systematic attempt to exterminate Europe’s 
Jews, as well as their persecution of other groups for 
racial and political reasons.’

Dr Megargee also spoke – during his second lecture – 
about the crimes of the German military, about former 
German generals’ memories, and how the psychological 
theories of memory and cognitive dissonance can help us 
interpret them. Both sessions were extremely interesting 
and provided new insights into the Holocaust.

Acclaimed 
Holocaust 
researcher visits 
Melbourne

Dr Geoff Megargee

Eva Marks receives the Austrian 
Holocaust Memorial Award

In October 2010, Eva Marks received the Austrian 
Government’s prestigious Holocaust Memorial 
Award, the first given to a woman and the first to an 
Australian. The award was presented by the Austrian 

Ambassador, the Hon Dr Hannes Porias.

Eva was a child when the Nazis annexed Austria in 1938. 
She fled with her mother and grandmother to Latvia, 
but after the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 
1941, they were transported to Siberia. She spent the 
next six years in Soviet gulags, first in Siberia and later 
in Kazakhstan. She was liberated in 1947 and came to 
Australia, where she built a new life in Melbourne with her 
husband, Stan.

Eva was an active and valued volunteer at the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre for 17 years. She worked both as a guide 
and as assistant curator of the museum. She was also 
treasurer of the Friends of the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
and a founding member of the Melbourne branch of the 
World Federation of Child Survivors of the Holocaust. She 
has appeared regularly on television and radio and has 

lectured about her experiences during the Holocaust, both 
in Austria and the Soviet Union.

This prestigious Austrian Government award is well 
deserved. Congratulations Eva!

Eva Marks receives her award from the Hon Dr Hannes Porias.
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‘We had no names anymore; we were 
not names, we were numbers.’
Jewish Holocaust Centre survivor guide, Danka Schnall.

Over 160 visitors 
packed the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre 
(JHC) Smorgon 

Auditorium on 13 October 
2010 for the opening of the 
exhibition Marked that ran 
until December 2010.

The exhibition features 22 
powerful photographs of 11 
survivors and their tattoos, 
taken by Andrew Harris. An 
essay containing an overview 
of the history of the tattoo 
process was provided by 

Israeli academic, Dr Gideon Greif, who has conducted 
extensive research into death camps.

Rosie Meltzer, a member of the JHC Friends group, 
introduced the speakers. Dr Helen Szoke, Commissioner, 
Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
Commission, spoke about how organisations such as the 
Commission grew out of the horrors of the Holocaust, 
aiming to enshrine the concept of human rights into law. 
She related stories of the struggle for indigenous human 
rights in recent times in Australia and of the importance of 
vigilance in our community.

Three survivors then gave 
powerful testimony about 
receiving their tattoos and 
living with them. Willy Lermer 
dramatically recounted his 
experience of arriving at 
Auschwitz, going through 
selection, being taken to a 
shower where he thought 
he might be gassed, and his 
relief when water came out 
of the showerheads. He then 
received his tattoo. Danka 
Schnall took us through 
her Holocaust experience, 
including how she lost her 

father early in the war and then how her mother smuggled 
her out of the ghetto to be cared for by their former 
housekeeper. ‘What did I do wrong?’ she asked as her 
mother sent her away, not realising that her mother was 
trying to save her. It was the last time she saw her mother 
who was murdered at Belzec extermination camp shortly 
after. Danka told the audience that she wants her tattoo 
number on her tombstone, it is such an important part 
of her life. John Chaskiel spoke briefly but powerfully as 

he recalled the impact his tattoo had on him. He said that 
when people asked him what it was he used to say it was 
his girlfriend’s phone number!

Jayne Josem, JHC’s Curator and Head of Collections, 
explained that the exhibition came about because the 
moment when survivors show visitors their tattoos is so 
powerful that students often remark that ‘this made it 
real’. The Holocaust itself can be such an overwhelming 
topic that seeing this tangible marker brings it home to 
them. Jayne thanked oral historian, Eileen Wright, who 
came up with the idea for the exhibition after interviewing 
the Centre’s survivor guides and hearing their amazing 
recollections of receiving the tattoos. She produced a 
soundtrack for the exhibition, featuring these audio clips, 
with audio engineer, Dean Stranieri. 

Most praise went to 
photographer, Andrew Harris, 
who initially came to the 
JHC as a photojournalist 
to write a story for a travel 
magazine, but then offered 
his photographic services 
to the Centre. He was given 
this project and worked on 
it for over two years. His 
dedication and patience 
has been exemplary and 
his photographs reveal the 
empathy he had for the 
survivors.

Jayne Josem reflected that the power of the exhibition 
comes from the eleven survivor guides who agreed to be 
photographed: Danka Schnall, Tuvia Lipson, Kitia Altman, 
Willy Lermer, Lulek Bron, Stephanie Heller, Fred Steiner, 
George Ginzburg, Jack Fogel, Lusia Haberfield and John 
Chaskiel. These survivors devote their time freely each 
week to reminding us that despite the fact that they were 
branded like cattle, it was the Nazis who were in fact 
inhuman. Their tattoos are not badges of shame, but 
badges that shame the Nazis.

Danka Schnall

EVENTS

Marked: Holocaust survivors 
and their tattoos

Helen Szoke

(l-r) Sue Wright, Eileen Wright, Jayne Josem, Rosie Meltzer

Fred and Mariette Steiner



In November 2010 the Jewish Holocaust Centre held the 
well-attended Betty and Shmuel Rosenkranz Oration 
at the Centre, co-sponsored with the Australia/Israel 
Jewish Affairs Council (AIJAC). The Oration is held 

annually to honour Shmuel and his late wife, Betty, for 
their outstanding contribution to the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre and to the wider Jewish community generally.

This year’s Oration was delivered by the Director of the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum, Dr Piotr Cywiński, who 
addressed the topic ‘Kristallnacht and Remembrance: The 
Role of the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum’.

Dr Cywiński, 38, was born in Warsaw. He was the 
secretary of the International Auschwitz Council between 
2000 and 2006, when he was appointed director of 
the State Museum of Auschwitz-Birkenau. In 2008 he 
was named Ambassador of the International Year of 
Intercultural Dialogue. Last year, the late Polish President, 
Lech Kaczynski, awarded him the Knight’s Cross of the 
Poland Reborn.

Holocaust survivor guide, George Ginzburg, opened 
the evening, recounting his harrowing memories of 
Kristallnacht. He was followed by Mr Rosenkranz, who 
spoke about his involvement in Jewish communal life 
and the inordinate support he received from his late wife, 
Betty.

Dr Cywiński then delivered the Oration, during which he 
stressed the critical role of the Auschwitz-Birkenau State 
Museum, a monument to the deliberate genocide of the 
Jews by the Nazi regime and to the deaths of countless 
others. The Museum not only provides irrefutable 
evidence of one of the greatest crimes ever perpetrated 
against humanity, but it also commemorates the strength 
of the human spirit which, in appalling conditions of 
adversity, resisted the efforts of the Nazi regime to 
suppress freedom and commit genocide. However, like 
our Jewish Holocaust Centre in Melbourne, its role goes 
beyond memorialisation and fulfils an important function 
as an educational and research institution.
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The 2010 Betty and Shmuel 
Rosenkranz Oration

Shmuel Rozenkranz (centre) with his family,  
(l-r) Judy, Leon and Terri Goldman

(l-r) Pauline Rockman OAM, Piotr Cywiński, Colin Rubinstein

Don’t miss the chance to become a

Partner in Remembrance
through the Jewish Holocaust Centre Foundation to ensure the ongoing success of JHC.

Three levels are available, payable over five years. 
All donations are fully tax deductible

 Gold Partner $18,000
 Silver Partner $10,000 
 Bronze Partner $5,000

Each ‘Partner in Remembrance’ will be acknowledged.

Further details are available from Helen Mahemoff, Chair of the Foundation

t: 9822 8080 or 0417 323 595



In November 2010, the Jewish Holocaust Centre hosted 
an evening with internationally acclaimed film director, 
producer and scriptwriter, Yoram Gross.

Yoram Gross, who has won many prizes at film 
festivals around the world, is known foremost for his 
adaptation of children’s books to animation. These include 

Dot and the Kangaroo, 
Blinky Bill and Skippy. 
However, he also has a 
rich personal history and 
uses film and television to 
share his life experiences. 
Yoram was born in Krakow, 
Poland. His family was 
part of Oskar Shindler’s 
well-known list, but chose 
instead to risk escaping 
from the Nazi regime, 
moving hiding places 
over seventy times. 
These experiences have 
influenced his film-making, 
which is imbued with 

messages of loyalty, peaceful resolve and the triumph of 
good over evil.

Entering the film industry in Krakow in 1947, Yoram Gross 
moved to Israel in 1950 and became an independent film 
producer and director. In 1968 he and his wife, Sandra, 
migrated to Australia with their young family, and have 
since lived in Sydney.

Although best know for his children’s films, Yoram Gross 
has made experimental films and films based on the 
Holocaust. At the evening at the JHC, he showed some of 
these powerful short films, interspersed with commentary 
about how he came to make them. One of the highlights 
was the screening of Autumn in Krakow, a poignant short 
film about his hometown, based on the poetry of his late 
brother, Nathan.
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In October 2010, a panel discussion organised by 
Jewish Aid Australia and the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
(JHC) on ‘Perspectives on Refugees’ was held at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre. Moshe Fiszman, Holocaust  

survivor and JHC guide, shared his experiences as a 
refugee after the Holocaust. The audience then heard from 
Alpha Lisimba about his experience as a contemporary 
refugee, a survivor of genocide in Darfur and a recently 
arrived refugee in Australia. Dr Paul Bartrop, Head 
of History at Bialik College, spoke about Australia’s 
policies regarding refugees pre- and post- Holocaust, 
while Melanie Landau spoke about the Jewish roots of 
compassion for refugees.

This was a sombre but valuable opportunity to reflect 
upon the refugee experience within the Jewish context 
as compared to the Darfur experience. It left the audience 
with a deeper understanding of the trauma associated with 
being a refugee, whether from Europe’s DP camps in 1948 
or from Darfur today. 

‘Refugees’, ‘asylum seekers’ and ‘boat people’ are terms 
with which most Australians are familiar. Many Australians 
may not realise, however, that in the Jewish community 
we have many individuals whose experiences as refugees 
are very similar to those of today’s refugees.

EVENTS

Perspective on refugees: the Jewish and 
Darfur experience

(l-r) Standing: Lisa Buchner, Gary Samowitz; seated: Moshe Fiszman, 
Alpha Lisimba, Paul Bartrop, Melanie Landau

An evening with 
Yoram Gross and 
his films

(l-r) Sandra Gross, Pauline Rockman OAM, Warren Fineberg  
and Yoram Gross

Naava Lederman and  
Andrew Harris 
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Over 300 people attended the commemoration 
of International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, organised by the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre at the City of Glen Eira Town Hall. The 

audience included representatives of non-government 
organisations, Jewish community organisations, Federal, 
State and local government, and diplomats representing 
the governments of Japan, Germany and Poland.

International Holocaust Remembrance Day, which occurs 
on 27 January, is the first universal commemoration in 
memory of the victims of the Holocaust. It was designated 
by a United Nations General Assembly Resolution on 1 
November 2005. Sixty-six years ago, on 27 January 1945, 
Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest 
Nazi death camp. The UN resolution urges member-
nations to honour the memory of Holocaust victims, and 
encourages the development of educational programs 
about Holocaust history to help prevent future acts of 
genocide. It rejects any denial of the Holocaust and 
condemns all manifestations of religious intolerance, 
incitement, harassment or violence against persons or 
communities based on ethnic origin or religious belief. It 
also calls for actively preserving the Holocaust sites, as 
well as promoting Holocaust remembrance and education.

The Hon Mark Dreyfus QC MP, Federal Member for 
Isaacs, Cabinet Secretary and Parliamentary Secretary 
for Climate Change and Energy Efficiency, presented the 
keynote address at the function. His German-born great-

grandparents perished 
in the Holocaust and 
his father, George, is a 
Holocaust survivor. 

Mr Dreyfus spoke about 
the importance of bearing 
witness and remembering 
as the generation who 
lived through the Holocaust 
grows smaller every year. 
Bearing witness, he said, 
requires us to learn as 
much as we can from our 
parents and grandparents 
and the few Holocaust 
survivors who remain, and 

to remember those terrible events. It is only by bearing 
witness and remembering that we can identify the actions 
and the conduct against which we must fight. He noted the 
Government’s incorporation of the study of the Holocaust 
in the new national secondary school history curriculum, 
but called on Australia to give formal recognition to this 
day of remembrance as other countries have done.

 ‘Our ideals and aspirations commit us to fighting against 
oppression, to preventing genocide, to providing refuge to 
people in need. We committed to these aims in founding 
the United Nations, in joining the Refugee Convention and 
the Genocide Convention in the years immediately after 
the Holocaust. We would further those commitments by 
doing more to remember the Holocaust. We do further 
those commitments, on this International Holocaust 
Memorial Day, by saying, together, “Never again”,’ he 
said.

The evening concluded with the lighting of six candles 
to commemorate the victims of the Holocaust and of 
other genocides. Candles were lit by Lusia Haberfeld, 
a Holocaust survivor and survivor guide at the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre; The Hon Dr George Luk-Kozika, the 
Polish Consul-General; Zac Chester of Access Inc, an 
organisation helping to integrate people with disabilities 
into the Jewish community; Michael Barnett, president 
of Aleph Melbourne, a social and support Jewish 
organisation for gays and lesbians; Peter Jasonides, 
representing the Federation of Pontian Associations of 
Australia; and Andrew Kostanski, the son of the late Jan 
Kostanski, a Polish Gentile honoured by Yad Vashem 
as Righteous Among the Nations, together with Babikir 
Abdalla, representing the Darfur community.

International 
Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 
commemorated 
on 27 January 2011

Babikir Abdalla and Andrew Kostanski lighting a candle with  
(l-r) Peter Jasonides, Michael Barnett, Zac Chester and  

the Hon Dr George Luk-Kozika in the background

The Hon Mark Dreyfus MP 

Lusia Haberfeld



The career of my English 
language 
Helen Leperere

The year was 1939. My first year, and 
only year, in high school. Until then 
German had been compulsory, but my 
Polish school introduced English as 

another choice of foreign language.

My older sister, Bronia, was about to begin 
her final year of matriculation when the war 
broke out. For all those years she had been 
studying German. She was a very good scholar, 
but somehow her teacher was not happy 
and complained to our parents that she used 
Yiddish expressions instead of German. My parents were 
surprised. When our grandfather used to visit us and we 
were supposed to speak Yiddish, Bronia spoke German to 
him. My poor Bronia! 

So, my parents decided 
that I should try English. 
My English teacher was 
very pleased with me and 
told my parents that I had a 
good accent and was making 
progress. My parents were 
proud.

Well, the good Lord invented 
wars and sure enough war 
broke out. Curfews were 
imposed and listening to 
radios was forbidden. After 
the first few weeks, word 

spread that the Queen Mother, then the Queen of England, 
was to make a speech on the radio.

My father started quietly to invite all the neighbors in the 
building to come to our place. ‘My daughter will translate; 
she is very good at English,’ he said. One by one they 
came in quietly. Blinds down, lights dimmed, everybody 
around the radio. Of course I was given the place of honor 
and all eyes were on me.

Why, oh why didn’t the floor swallow me then, for I could 
not understand a word? Not one word! Could it be that the 
Queen made a mistake and spoke in Chinese instead of 
English? It must have been so!

Our radio – my father’s pride – was like a cabinet with a 
magic eye on the side. Suddenly the eye started to flicker 
and Father commenced to fiddle with the knobs. Mother 
got angry with him: ‘You are distracting the child. How can 
she understand anything if you fiddle around?’ But this 
‘child’ with perfect marks in school did not understand a 
thing when it came to the ‘real McCoy’.

Finally, at last, glory! Oh, what glory! I caught one 
word, two words, three words: ‘Women have courage!’ 
Breathlessly I translated as fast as I could. My poor father 
looked sadly at me through his glasses and asked: ‘Didn’t 
she say that the war will be over soon? Very soon?’ ‘Yes, 
yes,’ I answered. ‘She mentioned this at the beginning of 
her speech.’

‘Let us have a glass of chai,’ Mother said with a sigh. For 
all you English-speaking people chai means tea. And it 
was only drunk in glasses in civilised Poland.

Not long ago, here in Melbourne, I took a taxi and politely 
said to the driver: ‘It is a nice day.’ He grinned at me and 
said: ‘Yeah’, he said. ‘Where are you from lady?’ What a 
chutzpah! Should I have told him about my ‘perfect accent’ 
then, in the year of 1939?

Helen’s parents, Sara and Kalman Zylbergerg

Helen Leperere
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BOOK REVIEW

‘I woke this morning to the song 
of war and the smell of tears. The 
war must have been going on for 
a long time: my pillow was wet, 
very, very wet.’ 
Thus begins the novel The Time of Light by Gunnar 
Kopperud.

F ramed by the nine-day Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict of 1994 between Armenia and Azerbaijan, 
this story is skilfully woven from historical 
narration and tales – tales of war and tales of 

women – as two men talk. Markus, a former German 
soldier devastated by the outbreak of this new war, 
seeks atonement from an Armenian priest for his part 
in the Nazi invasion of Russia. Captured at the Battle 
of Stalingrad, Markus never returned to Germany, but 
tried instead to work out his destiny in the country and 
among the people he feels he has violated. His two 
boyhood friends who fought with him and survived the 
battle follow different paths, but Markus turns his back 
on everything, including his wife and son, who ultimately 
sets out in search of his vanished father. Lucid about the 
savagery of war, harrowing in its evocation of emotion, 
the novel has much to tell us in the wake of the Rwandan 
and Kosovan tragedies. 

Over the nine days of the vicious modern conflict, Markus 
tells his story. He tells of how he and his two friends, 
Manfred and Dieter, were transformed into machines of 

war in the name of an ideology. The idealistic gung-ho 
Dieter and the gentle, musically inclined Manfred, seem 
to be used almost as a metaphor for the extremes of 
the ‘German soul’. Juxtaposed against their stories are 
those of three German girls who are their home-front 
counterparts. 

Markus Wagner went to Russia with the German 6th 
Army under General Paulus in 1941. He behaved as 
invading soldiers often do – killing, pillaging and raping. 
Markus’ memories of his past life, upbringing in a decent 
German family, engagement to a beautiful Jewish girl 
and the mixed feelings with which he joins the army 
at the outbreak of war, show how war degrades the 
individual and eradicates human feeling. Of the two 
boyhood friends who survived Stalingrad with him, one 
goes east to Siberia to build bridges, while the other 
returns home. Their stories also form part of the novel 
that weaves past and present, myth and philosophy into 
a searing story that is a chilling indictment of the horrors 
of war.

This book is a powerful and lyrical meditation on war and 
the pity of war.

Gunnar Kopperud was born in 1946 and studied theatre in 
Strasbourg and at RADA in London. He also has a Masters 
degree in Philosophy from the University of Oslo. He has 
worked as journalist for Associated Press and the leading 
Norwegian daily paper, Dagbladet. He has spent the last 
few years mainly in Africa, winning acclaim as a fearless 
and insightful reporter. He lives in Norway.

The time of light
by Gunnar Kopperud
Published by Bloomsbury, 2001 

Reviewed by Bernard Korbman OAM

Aftermath: The Politics of Memory
The 2nd Dr Jan Randa Conference in Holocaust and Genocide Studies

5–6 June 2011
Monash University, Melbourne

Memory is contested in all of the nations that have 
experienced genocide. This interdisciplinary conference 
explores the politics of genocide remembrance and its 
impact on society. It is organised by the Australian Centre 
for Jewish Civilisation, Monash University, Caulfield 
Campus, Melbourne in association with the USC Shoah 
Foundation and the Jewish Holocaust Centre. 

The conference has an excellent panel of international 
and Australian keynote speakers including Jan T Gross, 
Father Patrick Desbois, Dovid Katz, Stephen Smith, Laura 
Levitt, Na’ama Sheffi, Dawn Casey and Raimond Gaita.

For information on conference registration and other 
general enquiries, please contact Helen Midler, 
Conference Administrator, at Helen.Midler@monash.edu
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This letter was written to survivor guide Moshe Fiszman 
after a student visited the Centre recently.

Dear Moshe,

My name is Corey, and I felt you deserved a proper thank 
you for your efforts. Last Friday, I along with others 
from my school attended the Jewish Holocaust Centre 
Museum (I was the one who kept asking questions) and 
listened to the amazing story that you told us.

Having looked at Holocaust and World War II history 
many a time over the years, and being very well versed in 
it, I felt I was completely prepared for anything that you 
may choose to mention or confront us with, but I was to 
be proved wrong. I found that only half way through your 
talk tears had began to come to me, something which is 
somewhat rare. Later, I was to find out from a tour guide 
that you had only begun talking about your experiences 
you endured at the hands of the malefic Third Reich only 
two years ago, something that I doubt I myself would 
ever be able to do after suffering through such injustices.

I find it truly remarkable that individuals such as yourself 
walk this planet, reliving the terrors of the past, day in 
and day out, all in the name of creating awareness of the 
effects of brainwashing an entire people into believing 
and embracing racism and anti-Semitic attitudes. 
Such attitudes have plagued this world throughout 
the centuries and their corruption of pure human spirit 
should always be avoided at any cost.

As someone with Jewish ancestry, I could not help 
but feel all the more sickened by hearing the story of 
someone who had, first hand, experienced the greatest 
atrocity of the 20th century. The fact that you have been 
afflicted with so much, but stood before us composed, 
calmly talking about the malice you have been pushed 
through, is a sign of something that I feel applies to all 
Jewish survivors of the Holocaust, and I feel there is one 
quote by Leo Tolstoy that can sum it all up:

 What is the Jew? What kind of unique creature is this 
 whom all the rulers of all the nations of the world 
 have disgraced and crushed and expelled and 
 destroyed; persecuted, burned and drowned, and 
 who, despite their anger and their fury, continues to 
 live and to flourish. What is this Jew whom they have 

 never succeeded in enticing with all the enticements 
 in the world, whose oppressors and persecutors only 
 suggested that he deny (and disown) his religion and 
 cast aside the faithfulness of his ancestors? The Jew 
 – is the symbol of eternity. He is the one who for so 
 long had guarded the prophetic message and 
 transmitted it to all mankind. A people such as 
 this can never disappear. The Jew is eternal. He is the 
 embodiment of eternity.

You, in my opinion, are an embodiment of that eternity. 
Of that iron will to survive, prosper and fight through the 
darkest of days in the hope of once more showering the 
abyss with light. I will never truly understand such a mark 
on history, nor will I truly understand what type of pain it 
would cause, nor can I understand what would drive one 
man, indeed, one people to inflict such barbaric acts on 
their own kind. So I will not pretend that I can understand 
your pain; I have only your own and history’s testimony. 
Having battled through so much, you have earned my 
deepest respect for the way in which you defended 
your nation as best you could and the way in which you 
persisted against impossible odds, holding your faith 
close every step of the way. You have also earned my 
condolences for all you have lost, and all you cannot 
regain. I know full well you will continue with helping 
to make this world aware of the genocide of millions of 
innocents at the hands of a deranged psychopath, and 
will continue to stand as a pillar of liberty and freedom 
in this life, revered and respected by all those who would 
listen.

Know that you have influenced my life, and how I should 
choose to resist without end even when the odds are 
against me, if my cause is pure and my heart devoted. 
Perhaps in the form of a metaphor, this quote will suffice 
as to how your resilience has altered my own. ‘Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil; for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.’(Psalm 23:4) Your example of freedom 
and resilience I shall adopt as my own, using them as my 
shield and sword in the name of combating those who 
would try to make me stumble in life.

Yours sincerely

Corey

A student reflects on his 
visit to JHC

Miriam Maisel passed way on 4 September 2003. At 
the commemoration held in 2004, Miriam’s husband, 
Phillip Maisel, pledged a generous donation to co-
sponsor the research and writing of a book on the 
history of the Jewish Holocaust Centre. The book was 
commissioned as a joint project between the Centre and 
Deakin University. Pam Maclean and fellow academics 

Donna Frieze, Michele Langfield, Andrea Witcomb, Linda 
Young and Bill Anderson are now nearing completion 
of this project. Their research work has also resulted in 
a number of research papers presented at international 
conferences.

We eagerly await the launch of this important 
contribution to our Centre.

History of the Jewish Holocaust Centre in print 
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In September 2010 Mr. Tony Lupton, then the State 
Labor Member for Prahran, announced that the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre (JHC) had received a Victoria 175 History 
Grant as part of the celebrations to mark 175 years since 
the founding of Melbourne. These grants aimed to support 
community organisations that seek to preserve, publish 
and commemorate the origins of the founding stories of 
Victoria. 

The grant will be used to find, catalogue and preserve a 
collection of items relating to the founding and history 
of the JHC, including the original Yiddish minutes, early 
documents and photos.

According to the Centre’s Curator and Head of Collections, 
Jayne Josem: ‘We have an outstanding and significant 
collection of Holocaust-era material. However, we have not 
really focused on properly documenting the tremendous 
history of the Centre itself. From humble beginnings it has 
become an important educational institution and the story 
of the survivors who established it needs to be recorded.’ 

If you have any items of significance relating to the 
establishment of the JHC, please contact Jayne Josem or 
Claude Fromm on 9528 1985.

Do you have any items relating to the origins of 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre?

The vision and determination of renowned sculptor 
Andrew Steiner brought an extraordinary exhibition of 
Holocaust art and artefacts to Adelaide from June until 
August 2010. A child survivor of the Holocaust,  
Mr Steiner’s motivation was to educate Adelaide’s  
young people about the events that took place during  
his childhood. 

The exhibition Remember the Holocaust was held at the 
Adelaide Migration Museum and was accompanied by an 
education program of lectures, workshops, discussions 
and seminars. Mr Steiner devised, financed and curated 

the exhibition. Our Jewish Holocaust Centre in Melbourne 
loaned Mr Steiner some items for the exhibition, 
including an original prisoner’s uniform from a German 
concentration camp.

The first of its kind to be held in Adelaide, the exhibition 
attracted many visitors and the extensive education 
program was well attended. Its success has driven Andrew 
Steiner to call for the establishment of a Holocaust 
museum in Adelaide.

Adelaide Holocaust survivor and sculptor curates 
Remember the Holocaust: Art and the Holocaust

A Stolperstein in 
memory of  
Mark Ginzburg

Last year, a plaque – 
known as a Stolperstein 
– was placed outside 
the home of Jewish 

Holocaust Centre survivor guide 
George Ginzburg’s former family 
home in Berlin. The plaque 
acknowledges that George’s 
father, Mark Ginzburg, was 
deported to Auschwitz, where he 
was murdered.

Stolperstein is the German word 
meaning ‘stumbling block’ or 
‘obstacle’. The artist Gunter 

Demnig has given this word a new meaning – a small 
brass cobblestone-sized memorial for a single victim of 
Nazism, set in the pavement in front of the building in 
which that person lived. These memorials commemorate 
individuals – survivors as well as those who perished – 
who were deported by the Nazis to prisons, concentration 

camps and extermination camps. They also memorialise 
individuals who responded to persecution by committing 
suicide. Stolpersteine have been erected for the many 
groups who were victims of Nazi persecution, among 
them Jews, Sinti and Romani (gypsies), homosexuals, 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, members of the Communist Party 
and the Resistance, and people with disabilities.

Demnig began making his Stolpersteine in 1993, and they 
can now be found throughout Germany, as well as in 
Austria, The Netherlands and Hungary.

Unveiling the Stolperstein in memory of Mark Ginzburg

Mark Ginzburg
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Club JHC members and volunteers at the Royal Botanic Gardens

26

E
very alternate Thursday a group of retired Jewish 
Holocaust Centre guides and volunteers meets 
at the Kadimah for a day of stimulating activities, 
outings and friendship. 2010 was an eventful 

year for the group and during the last quarter of the year 
we had some wonderful speakers. Freydi Mrocki spoke 
about the Yiddish language. We were captivated by her 
enthusiasm and love of Yiddish and thrilled to listen to 
some of the songs from her new album. Professor Leah 
Garret from the Australian Centre for Jewish Civilization at 
Monash University spoke about her scholarly research into 
Wagner’s life and his relationships with important Jewish 
artists of his day, and Dr Dvir Abramovitch, Director of the 
Melbourne University Centre for Jewish History and 

Culture,  spoke about Israeli politics. All these talks were 
enjoyed by everyone and all resulted in lively discussion.

We enjoyed our visit to the beautiful National 
Rhododendron Gardens in the Dandenong Ranges and 
lunch at the Cuckoo Restaurant. Our year ended with a 
wonderful outing to Melbourne’s beautiful Royal Botanic 
Gardens where we had lunch at The Terrace restaurant. 
After lunch we sat in the sun and watched the ducks being 
fed. A good time was had by all.

This year we are planning some great outings and speakers, 
and we welcome new members. We shall continue to 
meet on every alternate Thursday. If you would like further 
information about the group, please call Barbara Sacks on 
0404 224 498 or Max Wald on 0418 142 866.

Club JHC Barbara Sacks and Max Wald

Freydi Mrocki(l-r) Ann Eisenbud and Doreen Amster (l-r) Clara Weiss, Pearl Recht  
and Pesia Helfenbaum 
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Teacher and performer par excellence, Helen 
Gottstein, presented her dramatisation of Four 
Faces of Israel at two performances held at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre. This was one of the 

many functions organised by the Friends of the Holocaust 
Centre in 2010 – a year during which over $50,000 was 
raised to support a host of projects at the Centre, among 
them staff professional development and the education 
program.

Fundraising activities such as Helen Gottstein’s superb 
presentations, and film evenings to see Eat, Pray, Love 
and Sarah’s Key, have been well attended and most 
enjoyable, affording opportunities not only to support 
the Centre but also to socialise. By the same token, an 
afternoon tea function at the home of Sue and Phil Lewis, 
and several other activities, have allowed the Friends 
of the Centre and others to get together and enjoy each 
other’s company while at the same time supporting the 
Centre.

At the time of writing, we are organising a breakfast 
with actor Evelyn Krape as a prelude to her forthcoming 
performance of The Many Faces of Eve, to take place 
later this year at the Jewish Holocaust Centre. Equally 
important, our popular art auction, currently being 
organised by Goldie Birch, Vice-President of the Friends, 
and her team, will take place later this year.

Melbourne has several fine Jewish authors. Three of 
them, Howard Goldenberg, Leah Kaminski and Harry Lew 
– all medical practitioners – will present some of their 
work at an evening of readings during the year, to be held 
under the auspices of the Friends.

A fundraising raffle was organised by the Friends of the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre during the course of the year 
and we congratulate the following winners: D Ungar, 
C Klooger, A Reid, M Joel, H Jacobs, B Sacks, N Goodvach, 
T Lowenstein, R Rothfield, M Steiner and R. Leivenson.

If you would like to become a member of the Friends of 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre or to join our committee, 
please contact Friends’ president, Elly Brooks, on 
0409 002 485.

Evelyn Krape is an award-winning 
actress, who was a foundation 
member of the Australian Performing 
Group at the Pram Factory.
She has worked extensively for 
the 11th Hour, MTC, Playbox and 
independently creating shows for 
the theatre. Her roles in TV and film 
include the series Australia You’re 
Standing In It and Greeks On The Roof, 
Babe, and The Sound Of One Hand 
Clapping.

Help support the activities of the Centre by becoming a Friend
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e FRIENdS OF THE JEWISH HOLOCAuST CENTRE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM (2010—2011)

Title _____ First Name ________________________________  Surname ______________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________  postcode __________

Daytime Contact Number __________________________ Mobile __________________________

E-mail ___________________________________________

          Cheque payable to: Friends of the Jewish Holocaust Centre

Credit Card:            Visa            Mastercard            Diners            Amex

Card No:    

Expiry Date: ________ /________

Cardholder Name: _________________________________________________________

Signature: ________________________________________________________________ 

        $25 Single            $45 Family            $15 Single Concession $ ________________

        Tick here for Young Friends (under 35) $ ________________

DONATION (All donations over $2 are tax deductible) $ ________________

                                                                                                            TOTAL AMOuNT $ ________________

Please send payment to:

Friends of the Jewish  
Holocaust Centre  

13-15 Selwyn Street,  
Elsternwick 3185      

Telephone: 9528 1985 
Fax: 9528 3758

Email: friends@jhc.org.au 
Website: www.jhc.org.au

PAYMENT dETAILS

FRIENdS ANNuAL MEMBERSHIP

FRIENDS Friends of the 
Jewish Holocaust 
Centre: another 
active year  Elly Brooks
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Lulek and Mary Bron at the ‘Marked’ exhibition launch

Henryka and Claude Fromm at  
the ‘Marked’ exhibition launch

(l-r) Daphna Carmi, Annetta Able, Stephanie Heller and Naomi Heller at the ‘Marked’ exhibition launch

Ruth and Jack Vogel at the ‘Marked’ exhibition launch

State Government politicians and their staff at the Centre: (l-r) The Hon Graham Watt MP, The Hon Clem Newton-Brown MP, The Hon David Southwick MP, 
The Hon Michael Gidley MP, Bridget Brady and The Hon Bill Sykes MP, with Abram Goldberg (front) and Pauline Rockman OAM (far right)
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Malaysian visitors, medical students, Nawazi Mohd 
(l) and Farhan Mohd (r), and Professor Zainur Rashid 

Zainuddin, with Michael Cohen

Speakers and organisers at the Child Survivors Forum held at the Centre  
(l-r) Dr Barry Jones AO, Viv Parry, Dr Howard Goldenberg, Dr Bill Anderson,  

Dr Rachael Kohn, Dr Gila Leder and Henri Korn

(l-r) Pauline Opat, Izi and Eti Marmur 
at the Henryk Slawik Symposium

New Jewish Holocaust Centre museum guides at their graduation ceremony, with Zvi Civins (far left) and Dr Bill Anderson (far right) 
(l-r): Ariella Leski, Eva Rutman, Anat Nadler, Marcia Silverman, Nellie Goodvach, Pearl Buchanek, Phil Rozen, Charlie Goldberg, Sue Unger, Viv 

Spiegel, Dena Lester and Ziva Fain. (Not present: Frances Ser, Norman Hodge, Richard Michaels.)  

James Richardson and Ruth Mushin at the 
Henryk Slawik Symposium

(l-r) Jayne Josem, Tony Lupton (former State Member  
for Prahran) and Elly Brooks
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Franz Goldstein was born into 
a traditional Jewish family in 
Wiesbaden, Germany on 28 
April 1920. He was the son 
of a respected engineer, Dr 
Phil Georg Goldstein, and 
Margarete Goldstein Lasker. 
He had a younger sister, 
Barbara.

When the Nazis came to 
power in Germany in 1933, 
they implemented harsh 
discriminatory laws against 
the Jews. In 1936, Franz 
was forced to leave his 
secondary school and in 1937 

the Jewish Youth Movement known as ‘The Ring’, which 
Franz headed in Wiesbaden, was forced by the Gestapo 
to dissolve. As Franz was unable to pursue his dream of 
studying law, he entered the retail firm L S Mayer as a 
merchant apprentice. 

A few days after the tragic 
event of Kristallnacht in 
November 1938, Franz 
and his Jewish co-workers 
were rounded up by the 
Gestapo and taken into 
custody, solely on the 
basis of their Jewish 
background. Soon after, 
they were sent to the 
Buchenwald concentration 
camp. In his diary, Franz 
describes in detail the 
scarce food rations, filthy 
living conditions and 
sadistic treatment by SS 
officials.

Franz thought his chances 
of survival would be better 
if he volunteered for the 
Service-troop, where his 
role was to march and direct other inmates to different 
locations within the camp. To survive in Buchenwald, 
prisoners had to purchase food in order to have enough 
food to stay alive. Food prices were so expensive that 
Franz described how co-operative societies were formed, 
in which inmates pooled their resources in order to 
purchase food to supplement their meagre rations. Also in 
his diary, Franz depicts the physical structure of the camp 
in detailed sketches. He describes the long barbed wire 
fence surrounding the camp and the constant surveillance 
by SS officers from multiple guard towers. He makes it 
clear that there was no possibility of escape. 

In February 1939, three months after his imprisonment, 
Franz was released from Buchenwald. His release was 
made possible not only because he had papers to 
immigrate to England, but because his parents also paid 
large sums of money to the Nazi government to ensure 
that he and Barbara could leave. They were also helped by 
English friends, Dr and Mrs Kahn, and an English farmer 
called Patterson who guaranteed Franz a job. In April 1939, 
Franz left Germany to begin his new life in England. 

After working on the farm for a short period, Franz decided 
to join the British Army to help his new country with the 
war effort. When he entered the army, he changed his 
name to Frank Peter Golding, so that if he were captured 
as a prisoner of war, he would not endanger his family 
who remained in Germany. Frank served in the British 
Army for seven years as a member of the 8th Hussars 
Regiment. He was also involved in the army’s War Crimes 
Investigation Branch. During this time, Frank earned 
four medals, as well as a citation from Field Marshal 
Montgomery. 

As the situation for Jews in Germany worsened, Margarete 
wrote to Frank about the new discriminatory laws and 
told her son that she and her husband were waiting for 
permits to immigrate to Chile. However, despite paying 
the Nazi government large sums of money and purchasing 
the equipment to establish a chemical laboratory in Chile, 
the government of Chile cancelled their visas, leaving Dr 
and Mrs Goldstein with no place to flee. Forced to sell 
their assets at deflated prices, they were slowly stripped 
of everything they owned. In November 1942, Dr and Mrs 

Goldstein were transported 
to Theresienstadt. Dr 
Goldstein was later taken 
to Auschwitz where he was 
murdered. Soon after, Mrs 
Goldstein was also sent 
to Auschwitz where it is 
believed that she too was 
murdered. Frank’s maternal 
grandmother, Elise Lasker, 
died in Theresienstadt. 

After the war, Frank returned 
to Germany, where he 
learned about the fate of his 
family. Determined to move 
on, he decided to enter an 
agricultural college to pursue 
his dream of owning a farm. 
During this time Frank met 
his future wife, Joyce. They 
were married in London on 6 
August 1949. 

In 1950, Frank and Joyce migrated to Victoria, Australia, 
where Frank found work on a farm. He and Joyce had 
three children – sons Paul and Peter and daughter Lee. 
After years of hard work on the land, Frank embarked 
on a new career running a milk bar and newsagency. 
Sadly, in March 1975 at the age of 54, Frank passed away 
from a heart attack. His legacy lives on today through 
his unforgettable life story and the family members who 
survive him. 

Sarah Saad is a university student from San Diego, 
California who visited Melbourne during her summer 
break and volunteered at the Jewish Holocaust Centre.

Frank Peter Golding 
(Franz Goldstein) 
Sarah Saad

STORIES FROM THE COLLECTION

Frank Peter Golding

Extract from Golding’s diary
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3 Copy of diary titled 
 Deportation from
 Baden-Baden, Theo
 Rosenthal’s record of 
 his family’s exile from 
 Nazi Germany to France 
 from 1940 to 1944. 
 Introduction by donor 
 included.

 Donor: Mr Robert 
 Westheimer

COLLECTIONS

New acquisitions
Claude Fromm

The Jewish Holocaust Centre (JHC) Collection is a vital 
repository of Holocaust-era material. Artefacts and 
documents are carefully catalogued and stored in a state-
of-the-art temperature-controlled facility to ensure their 

preservation for future generations. The JHC invites 
members of the public who have precious items relating 
to the Holocaust to consider donating them to our 
collection for safekeeping.

In December 2010, the International 
Institute for Holocaust Research at Yad 
Vashem announced the establishment 
of a new academic Chair, the Chair 
for the Study of Resistance during the 
Holocaust. The Chair was endowed to 
honour William Cooper, the Aboriginal 
activist who led a delegation of the 
Australian Aboriginal League in 
Melbourne to denounce the persecution 
of Jews in Nazi Germany in December 
1938, several weeks after the infamous 
Kristallnacht pogrom. The protest is 
believed to be the only private protest 
against the Germans at that time.

The Chair, established with the 
support of the Australia Israel Cultural 
Exchange, will enable researchers to 
study resistance against Nazi Germany 

and its collaborators during the 
Holocaust.

Fifteen of William Cooper’s 
descendants, including his grandson, 
Uncle ‘Boydie’ Turner and his great 
grandson, Kevin Russell, were in 
Jerusalem for the event to mark 
the inauguration of the Chair. The 
Australian Foreign Minister, the Hon 
Kevin Rudd MP and the Israeli Minister 
for Education, Gideon Sa’ar MK, also 
attended.

The Jewish Holocaust Centre is 
immensely proud that we began the 
journey of honouring William Cooper 
almost a decade ago, following our 
discovery of his story. We are heartened 
to see that his courageous stand has 
received the respect it deserves.

William Cooper honoured by Yad Vashem

The following are additions to the Centre’s collection 
from August to December 2010:

1 Series of items belonging 
 to donor’s late cousin Lisa 
 Scheuer who passed 
 away in Cologne, Germany 
 in 2003. The items pertain 
 to the time when Lisa was 
 interned in the Freiburg 
 aircraft factory during the  
 Second World War. Many 
 are items that Lisa made 
 herself. 
 They include a canvas 
 bag, two knives, a pencil, a 
 toothbrush and containers.

 Donor: The Arnott Family

2 Member’s Identity Card 
 No 1534 of the Selfaid 
 of the Jewish Former 
 Concentration Camp 
 Inmates Upper Austria, 
 an organisation 
 established to assist 
 former concentration 
 camp inmates. The 
 identity card belonged 
 to the donor’s late father 
 Rubin Suraski.

 Donor: Mrs. Theresa Gani
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Beyond 
Kitia Altman

The Astronaut, who walked on the moon,

said he was touched by God

and his life was changed.

I, who walked in Hell,

by whom was I touched?

The Astronaut, who walked on the moon,

was humbled when he saw the Earth is 

but a speck in the Universe.

I, who walked in Hell,

was terrified when I saw

the awesome power of a Man.

When the Astronaut walked on the Moon,

millions of people were disbelieving.

When he came to Earth 

he was feted and glorified.

When I came back to earth

I was numbed and isolated – and disbelieved.

The Astronaut and I,

we both witnessed the incomprehensible,

we both stepped into the Beyond.

I’ll tell you the story 

of my Beyond,

so you can know that too.

When I came to the place,

where, some say, God died,

I was a prisoner already,

locked up to dream my nightmares,

waking only to find

they were not nightmares.

People I loved were taken away from me.

Grief and despair were buried deeply

so I could go on living.

I was hardened – yet I still had feelings.

And I thought, nothing more can happen to me

except death. 

By the time I walked my clogged feet

in the mud of Hell

I prayed for death to hasten her coming. 

I saw mothers pushing their children away,

I saw strange women gathering them in their arms

and together walking to death.

I saw men with horror in their eyes

when they burned the corpses,

knowing their turn would come soon. 

The Astronaut, who walked on the moon,

said there was no sound and no smell there.

I, who walked in Hell,

heard whimpering and shrieks,

and silence that split your eardrums;

I smelled decayed bodies around me, and burning 
flesh,

and I thought I’ll never smell a flower again. 

I saw people who took bread from the mouths of 
the dead,

who counted crumbs – and shared them.

I’ve seen shapes of what were once human beings

rocking in a lunatic rhythm;

and those same shapes

whispering words of comfort and hope.

I shivered from cold

and someone blew into my hands

the faint breath of life.

I had a number on my arm,

yet there was someone who knew my name.

I saw the naked face of evil … 

I, who walked in Hell,

have been touched by Humanity,

and my life was changed.
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A note from Bavaria
Hannah Miska

In my last Centre News letter I said my connection 
with the Centre would continue. Oddly enough, I did 
not even have to do anything actively to make this 
happen: a few weeks ago, out of the blue, I received 

a phone call from someone I had not met whose name is 
Sabine Zürn. She explained that on a holiday in Australia 
in December 2009 she came across the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre by chance. At the Centre she met Willy Lermer, who 
later sent her the September 2010 edition of Centre News, 
which included my ‘Letter from Bavaria’. As a result she 
found my name in the telephone book and rang me.

But why? Sabine Zürn is chief editor at a large German 
publishing house which has just published a most 
interesting book about the Third Reich written by Hermann 
Vinke, entitled Wunden, die nie ganz verheilten: Das Dritte 
Reich in der Erinnerung von Zeitzeugen (Wounds that 
never fully healed: The Third Reich in the memories of 
witnesses). Sabine has a great interest in the Holocaust, 
and was very impressed with the Jewish Holocaust 
Centre’s museum. So, back in Germany, she was curious 

to find out more details 
about the Centre – its 
history, people, museum 
and programs. She has 
also offered to facilitate 
the publication of my 
book about Melbourne 
Holocaust survivors, 
and has given me many 
useful contacts.

We met not long after the 
phone call and our three 

hours together in a Munich café just flew. Sabine told me 
that two months before her Australian holiday she had 
learned about the Dachau Remembrance Book, a project 
involving the collection of the biographies of former 
Dachau concentration camp prisoners. So, when she met 
Willy Lermer, a survivor of Dachau, it was clear to her 
that she had to write his biography for that project. I am 
writing this before the launch of the project on 22 March at 
the Dachau concentration camp memorial, but I plan to be 
there and promise to tell you all about it in the next edition 
of Centre News.

Hannah Miska arrived in Melbourne in 2003. She 
visited the Jewish Holocaust Centre at the end of 2006 
and immediately decided to become a volunteer. She 
undertook a variety of tasks, including writing the stories 
of survivor guides. She returned to Germany in 2010.

 Sabine Zürn (left) and Hannah Miska in Munich

Henri Korn receives the Maly Kohn 
Professional Development Scholarship

Henri Korn was awarded the 
Maly Kohn Scholarship in 
December 2010. The award 
was presented by Maly Kohn’s 

daughter, Dr Miriam Weisz, and Jewish 
Holocaust Centre (JHC) President Pauline 
Rockman OAM. 

Henri arrived at the Centre punctually 
for the award ceremony, but was 
called away urgently to guide a group 
of students through the museum. 
As a result, he almost missed the 
presentation! Henri’s dedication is no 
surprise to those who know and work 
with him, and would have made Maly 
Kohn proud.

Maly Kohn’s family established the 
annual scholarship for JHC staff or volunteers to honour 
Maly and her commitment to Holocaust education. Maly was 

a skilled and sensitive survivor guide 
who was passionate about wanting 
guides to improve their knowledge of 
the Holocaust, and also to become more 
proficient in their educational delivery. 

Henri, a child survivor, is a JHC guide 
and Board member, and President of the 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust. Since 
taking over the presidency of the Child 
Survivors, Henri has worked tirelessly to 
keep the memory of child survivors alive. 
The Maly Kohn scholarship will enable 
him to attend the World Federation of 
Child Survivors conference in Warsaw in 
August.

If you would like information about the 
Maly Kohn scholarship, please contact Zvi Civins on 9528 
1985 or email ZviC@jhc.org.au.

(l-r) Dr Miriam Weisz, Pauline Rockman OAM  
and Henri Korn

Willy Lermer and Sabine Zürn at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre
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OBITUARIES

One of the most difficult 
things for Jewish people 
to accept is the fact that 
during the Holocaust most 
of the world turned a blind 
eye. However, a very small 
number of people stood 
up, stuck their necks out 
and helped, and in doing 
so, risked their lives. These 
people are the flickers of 
light, the beacons of hope 
that shone during humanity’s 
darkest hours.

Jan Kostanski, and his mother, Wladyslawa, were two 
such shining lights whose story is included in the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre museum. When World War II broke out 
Jan and Wladyslawa were in Warsaw and had befriended 
their neighbours, a Jewish family, the Wierzbickis. When 
the Nazis implemented their policy of cramming the Jews 
into a small ghetto and building a wall around it, Jan and 
his mother were suddenly separated from their Jewish 
friends. 

The Warsaw Ghetto wall literally divided their apartment 
house in two, with the Kostanskis on one side and the 
Wierzbickis on the other. Instead of obeying the Nazi 
orders to have nothing more to do with the Jews, Jan and 
Wladyslawa maintained contact and began smuggling 
much-needed food and medicine into the impoverished 
ghetto. It started small, but developed into a larger-scale 
effort.

The Kostanskis did this at great risk, for the punishment 
for helping Jews was imprisonment and even death. 
When the Nazis changed their policy from ghettoisation of 
Jews to mass murder, Wladyslawa and Jan managed to 
smuggle a few members of the Wierzbicki family out of the 
ghetto, just prior to the mass deportation of Warsaw Jews 
and the ghetto uprising. They hid the family and another 
friend until the liberation of Warsaw, putting their families 
as well as themselves at great risk.

Jan Kostanski’s story is told in his moving autobiography, 
Janek: a gentile in the Warsaw Ghetto. It is not just a story 
of courage, but also a love story, for Wladyslawa married 
the Jewish man she saved, and Jan married his daughter.

When I think of Janek, I think of a teenage boy, for I came 
to know him through his book and through the photos of 
him taken during the war, when researching material for 
an exhibition on Resistance in 2003. The courage exhibited 
by Jan, following the lead of his mother, was the exception 
rather than the rule. Jan and Wladyslawa were honoured 
in 1984 by Yad Vashem as Righteous Among the Nations 
and were presented with medals for their courageous and 
selfless actions.

The Jewish community joins with the Kostanski family 
in mourning Jan’s death. Good Samaritans are few and 
far between, and it is sad to lose such an outstanding 
individual. Jan was a man whose actions spoke louder 
than words. He reached a hand out to the imprisoned and 
impoverished Jewish community of Warsaw, he risked his 
life to help them, and he helped shelter a group of Jews, 
saving them from certain death. His actions will not be 
forgotten and his story lives on in our museum. Today 
we celebrate the life of Jan Kostanski and we mourn the 
fact that there is one less truly good person in the world. 
People lead by example and I trust that his legacy lives on 
in his many descendants.

This is an edited version of the address given by Jayne 
Josem at Jan Kostanski’s funeral.

Jan Kostanski:  
a shining light 
Jayne Josem

Vale Leon Freilich
The Jewish Holocaust Centre is saddened by the 
passing of Leon Freilich in October 2010. 

When World War II broke out, Leon escaped from 
Poland and went to Russia. After being imprisoned 
for an illegal border crossing, he was released in 
1941 and joined the Polish Army in 1943. He fought in 
the Ukraine and Poland.

As a member of the Federation of Polish Jews, he 
was involved in the Jewish Holocaust Centre from 
its beginnings. He remained an active volunteer for 
many years and, among other things, coordinated 
the mail-out of Centre News.

If you are a Holocaust survivor, or care for a Holocaust 
survivor, you may be interested to learn that the 
Claims Conference provides funding to Jewish Care 
to support services for Holocaust survivors in our 
community. This funding enables Jewish Care to provide 
in-home services such as home care and personal 
care, as well as access to subsidised services such as 

therapies, counselling, medical equipment, minor home 
modifications, meals and transport. Jewish Care also 
offers a vast range of socialisation activities. Some 
emergency aid funding may also be available.

For further information about Jewish Care’s services for 
Holocaust survivors, please contact the Intake Team on 
8517 5777.

Jewish Care services for Holocaust survivors

Jan Kostanski
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1 May 

Yom Hashoah Commemoration at the Robert 
Blackwood Hall, Monash University

2 May 

‘Medical Discoveries in the Ghettos’, a public 
Lecture by Dr George Weisz at the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre

8 May 

Yom Hashoah Commemoration to be held by the 
Katzetler Farband at the Carlton General Cemetery

June (date to be confirmed) 

Betty and Shmuel Rosenkranz Oration at the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre

Jewish Holocaust Centre Calendar of Events

Please phone the Centre on 9528 1985 or check the website www.jhc.org.au for details of these events.

Wedding Anniversary

Bar Mitzvah

Marriage

Birthdays

To Dael and Roger Lewis  
on their 40th wedding anniversary

To Juanita and Joseph Bekinschtein  
on the bar mitzvah of their grandson Jordan Cohen

To Abhijit Chatteraj on his marriage to Cathy Maguire

To Franka Fiszman on her 90th birthday

To Henry Cukierman on his 90th birthday

To Jack Unikowski on his 85th birthday

To Max Wald on his 70th birthday

To Shirley Ernest on her special birthday

To the Liffman family on the death of Doris Liffman

To Natalie Krasnostein on the death of her mother  
Zsuzsi Hartman

To Ursula Flicker OAM on the death of her husband Felix

To Don Marejn on the death of his wife Sonia

To Abram and Cesia Goldberg on the death  
of their sister and sister-in-law Malka Zelmanowicz

To Irene Rose on the death of her husband Max

To Maria Censor on the birth of her great granddaughter 
Bella Maria 

To Elaine and Sidney Davidoff on the birth of their 
granddaughter Ariella

To Elaine and Sidney Davidoff on the birth of their 
granddaughter Amaya Sara

To Sue and Phil Lewis on the birth of their granddaughter 
Sophia CeCe

To Sue and Phil Lewis on the birth of their granddaughter 
Ciara Marielle Mushka

To Halina Zylberman on the birth of her great granddaughter 
Mahli Adina

To Halina Zylberman on the birth of her great granddaughter 
Blake Cutler

To Helen and Jeffrey Mahemoff AO on the birth of their 
granddaughter Ebony Grace

To Maria Lewitt on the birth of her great granddaughter 
Minnie Hazel Rose

To Marian and Zvi Civins on the birth of their 
granddaughter Jemima

To Sonia and Jenny Wajsenberg on the birth of  
their great granddaughter and granddaughter Alexia

To Susan Fajnkind on the birth of her grandson  
Sammy Zev

To David and Ella Prince on the birth of their great grandson 
Max Samuel

Births

Engagements

To Pearl and John Buchanek on the engagement of  
their son Daniel to Michelle Abromwich

To Mary and Robert Gingold on the engagement of  
their daughter Naomi to Zev Foreman

To Anita and Johnny Baker on the engagement of  
their son Nadav to Nicola Caras 

MAZEL TOV
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In October 2010, Nikki 
Horovitz and Leora 
Givoni arranged a visit 
to the Jewish Holocaust 

Centre for 40 of their friends 
– young women in their 
thirties and forties. 

Michael Cohen, the 
Jewish Holocaust Centre’s 
Community Relations 
Coordinator, spoke to the 
group about the Centre’s 

education program, focusing on school groups that visit, 
what they see and learn, and the impact the visit has 
on them. Helen Mahemoff, Chairperson of the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre Foundation, presented an overview of 
the Centre – its history, programs, and the new museum. 
Five survivor guides then showed the group through the 
museum.

The group, many of whom had never visited the Centre, 
was very appreciative of their personalised tour. The 
Centre is happy to organise similar visits for other groups. 
Please contact Michael Cohen, Community Relations 
Coordinator on 9528 1985.

4 September – 16 October

Tsvia Aran Shapir Bereshit

A collection of stoneware and fibreglass sculptures explore an 
abstract reality beyond the boundaries of daily life. 

Jewish walks through marvellous Melbourne
Sundays 10:15am. Bookings essential  
15 May East Melbourne (Shul) Walk
19 June Chinatown Walk
24 July Melbourne City Centre 
Public programs and events
Please check website www.jewish museum.com.au for details.

Events are at the Jewish Museum unless otherwise stated. If 
‘bookings essential’, phone the Museum on 8534 3600. Please 
check website www.jewish museum.com.au for details. 

Exhibitions 
Current, until 11 March 2012

Mameloshn – How Yiddish Made a Home in Melbourne 
The vibrant, tumultuous, cultural and linguistic community built 
in Melbourne by Yiddish-speaking migrants.

10 April – 8 May 

Liberty Victoria & Amnesty International People Smugglers: 
‘Friend or Foe’
A project examining the impact on Australian society of people 
smugglers and their human cargo.

29 May – 10 July

Helen Schamroth Tracing
A haunting installation evoking the loss of family, and the 
difficulties of tracing personal heritage post-World War II.

17 July – 28 August

Emmanuel Santos curates A Tribute: Lex Mrocki 
An tribute exhibition in memory of community photographer 
Lex Mrocki.

What’s on at the Jewish Museum of Australia

(l-r) Leora Givoni, Nicky Friedman, Naomi Fink, Danielle Davies, Amanda Fried, Sharen Fink, Emma Robenstone.

(l-r) Leora Givoni and Nikki Horovitz  

A personalised tour of the Jewish 
Holocaust Centre museum
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AdVERTISING
If you would like to advertise  
in this section, please contact

Tosca Birnbaum

Phone: 03 9528-1985

Email: admin@jhc.org.au
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With Compliments

KATZ SILVER LAWYERS
Suite 1, 71 Kooyong Road,  

Caulfield North  3161 
Ph: 8508 8300   Fax: 8508 8399

Conveyancing, Wills & Estate Leases,  
Litigation and Business Law
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