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Dear Child Survivors,
Welcome to the first edition of 
Connections for 2017!
The Child Survivor Portrait 
Exhibition opening date is: 
Date: Sunday 2 April
Time:  2.00pm – 4.00pm.
Venue: Jewish Holocaust 

Museum, 13-15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick.
The portraits will be on display in the auditorium ground 
floor for two weeks. 
Speeches on the day, including Dr Paul Valent, will 
commence at 2.00pm, upstairs in the large auditorium.
There will be an official invitation sent to you all.  Please join 
us for refreshments and bring along your family and friends, 

we intend to have a really great afternoon!
There will be a need for child survivor guides to volunteer 
over the course of the exhibition, please let me know if you 
would like to be part of the roster, 0419 819 131 or viv.
parry@bigpond.com. We hope to inform as many people of 
all ages what it means to be a child survivor of the Holocaust.
The Child Survivor Anthology A POINT IN TIME is 
progressing well and the first volume is scheduled for 
publication / book launch August 2017.  For those who have 
kindly contributed their time, we advise first drafts are in the 
process of being finalised and you will receive a copy for 
your approval/amendment, very soon.
If you would like to be part of the second volume please let 
me know, contact details as above.

Viv Parry, Chairperson, CSH

We have been advised the new JHC website is well 
underway and in the hands of the website designer at this 

time. 
It is hoped the Child Survivor link will be operational in 2017. 

Child Survivor Website Update

Several child survivors have only just decided to make an 
application for this one off non-income tested compensation 
AU$3,000.
Jewish Care consultants are being very helpful with the 
process of filling out the forms etc.
If you are still to make out an application or have tried 
yourself directly and given up because it all seems too 

difficult, please call me 0419 819 131 and I will direct you to 
the right person to speak with at Jewish Care.
How you spend the $3,000 is up to you. The real point 
is finally Child Survivors of the Holocaust have received 
acknowledgement for their loss of childhood and suffering, 
it’s more than 70 years in the making, please take the 
opportunity.

CSH Compensation Claim Update

Today, ceremonies and commemorations around the world 
are being held to remember the Holocaust and its six million 
Jewish victims. Part of one victim’s story has recently come 
to light, even all these decades later.
When Karoline Cohn was born in Frankfurt on July 3, 1929, 
her parents Richard and Else had a necklace pendant made 
with the words “Mazal Tov” and her birthdate on one side, 
and the Hebrew letter Hey, a shortened version of God’s 
name, on the other.
The pendant remained buried for more than 70 years under 
the ruins of a hut at the Sobibor death camp where women 

undressed and had their hair shaved before going to the gas 
chamber. It was discovered during archeological excavations 
at Sobibor in late 2016.

Pendant found at Sobibor Linked to Teenage Owner

mailto:viv.parry%40bigpond.com?subject=
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I was born Bernadette Selecnik, 
in Paris, on the 21st of October 
1937.
My father was Felix (Faivel), born 
in Vilna in 1909, and my mother 
Jeanette (Zelda) nee Tenenbaum 
in Radom in 1910. They had a 
tailoring business.
My mother left Radom around 
1935 to join her sister Fanny who 
was already in Paris. Jeanette 
met my father who had come to 
France from Vilna with his father, 
three sisters and a brother, 
when he was about 14 years 

old. The Selecnik family had settled in Montreuil where 
they established a very successful tailoring business.
I was too young to have any pre- war memories. In my 
early years, I was with my mother at my parents’ French 
friends, the Dorisons. They had a large property/farm near 
Villaines la Gonais in the Sarthe and my father joined his 
regiment.
Then I was sent to live with Maman and Papa Morance and 
their daughter in Conneré, a small village in the Sarthe. I 
went to a Catholic school, Sainte Anne run by Nuns. I must 
have been 4 or 5 years old. I was taught writing, reading 

and Catechism.
I seldom saw my mother and 
I knew that my father was a 
prisoner of war in Germany. I 
felt just the same as all the other 
children of the village. Life went 
on, bombardments, Germans in 
the village it was the war, and I 
was a French child with a father 
prisoner of war.
At no time was I aware that I was 
in danger. I did not know that 
I was Jewish, nor what being 
Jewish was. I was a very good 
Catholic. I even tried to convert my cousins after the war.
One day, my mother came to visit me with a man in 
uniform, I was about 7 years old, and told me that this man 
was my father!
Back to Paris, to our apartment 17 Rue de Trevise in the 
9eme.  I could see the Folies Bergeres from my bedroom 
window (but I had to wait til I was 55 years old to see a 
show there!).
The war was over! My parents restarted their tailoring 
business and I went to school. Life was very happy, full of 
new aunts and cousins.
My parents became worried with the Russians and Berlin 

A Yad Vashem database of Nazi deportation and 
transport lists, funded by the Claims Conference, enabled 
researchers to identify the owner of the pendant as Karoline 
Cohn. Because the pendant had the word “Frankfurt” 
under its date, researchers looked through the records of 
deportations from that city and found that the birthday on 
the pendant was that of Karoline Cohn from Frankfurt.
Karoline’s family was put on a transport to the Minsk 
Ghetto on November 11, 1941. The ghetto was liquidated 
in September, 1943 and its 2,000 remaining Jews were 
sent to Sobibor. It is not known whether Karoline survived 
the ghetto and dropped her pendant on her way to the 
gas chamber, or whether it was brought to the camp by 
someone else.
This story has captured public interest largely because 
Karoline’s pendant is identical to one that belonged to 
Anne Frank, except for the date. Read about it in the New 
York Times. Yad Vashem has asked family members to 
come forward in hopes of discovering Karoline’s full story, 
and whether there was any connection between the two 
families.
The Claims Conference also funded the filming of the 

Sobibor excavation, which in 2014 led to the discovery of 
the camp’s gas chambers.
January 27 is designated as a day to remember the six 
million Jews killed, but the number is too large to have 
the same emotional impact as the story of one teenage 
girl. Instead of thinking about six million victims, Karoline’s 
pendant reminds us that each victim was an individual, 
with his or her own story.
The Claims Conference is proud to support a project that 
has brought us the memory of Karoline Cohn, a young girl 
who suffered an unimaginable death. When her loving 
parents had the pendant made for her, they never could 
have imagined the fate that awaited their daughter, but 
linking this find to the recorded information about its 
owner it has enabled us to remember Karoline’s name and 
preserve her story. 
Using a database of deportation records funded by the 
Claims Conference, Yad Vashem believes it has identified 
the teenage owner of this pendant, which was recently 
discovered in an excavation of the site of the Sobibor death 
camp.

Photo: Yoram Haimi, Israel Antiquities Authority

My parents and I in 
Paris on 12 May 1940.

My student card in 
Paris.

My Story... My Life...  Bernadette Polak“ 



Dear Friends,
If you survived under false papers in France, your survival 
may well be due to the resistance work of a young Jewish 
teenager, named Adolfo Kaminsky, who saved over 
14,000 Jewish lives by forging papers.     
Jennifer Marz, an Associate Producer at 60 Minutes (CBS) 
is looking for people who obtained false papers from Adolfo 
Kaminsky.  You may not know who forged your papers, 
but Adolfo, now 91 and living in Paris, would recognize his 
work. 
Here’s a link to a NY Times piece and video on the 
remarkable wartime activities of Kaminsky, and below is 
a short summary.
‘If I Sleep for an Hour, 30 People Will Die’ https://www.
nytimes.com/2016/10/02/opinion/sunday/if-i-sleep-for-an-
hour-30-people-will-die.html?_r=0  [Please see below]
“Adolfo Kaminsky was a French forger who worked for the 
resistance in Paris during WW II.  He made false papers for 
Jews that allowed them to escape prison and death.  As a 
teenager he took a job with a clothes dyer and it was there 
that he learned chemistry and how to remove impossible 
stains from clothing.  When the war started this skill made 
him an expert forger because he could remove ink from 
papers.  His resistance cell would get tips on who was 
about to be arrested and create papers for them.  The 
group focused on the most urgent cases: children who 
were about to be sent to Drancy. Many of these children 
became Hidden Children.
There was a middleman who delivered the papers that 
Adolfo created to the families and children - his name was 

Marc Hamon and his codename was “Penguin.”  The cell 
they worked for was called “La Sixième” and they worked 
out of a studio on Rue des Saint-Peres.  In the summer of 
1944 there was an especially urgent order for papers for 
300 children who were about to be rounded up.  Kaminsky 
had three days to make those papers.”
If this jogs your memory, and you think your false papers 
may have been created by Adolfo Kaminsky, please contact 
Jenny Marz as below: Jenny Marz I Associate Producer I 
60 Minutes, 555 West 57th Street NY, NY 10019. W: 212 
975 3289 I C: 929 280 5008, MarzJ@cbsnews.com.

Rachelle Goldstein, Co-Director,

Hidden Child Foundation/ADL, New York, NY

and on Christmas Eve 1951 we 
left Paris for Genoa to board the 
‘Neptunia’ bound for Melbourne 
where my mother had relatives. 
Five days after landing I started 
school at MacRobertsons Girls 
High School, joined Habonim, 
learnt a little about being 
Jewish. After matriculating, I 
went to Pharmacy College and 
after becoming a Pharmacist 
decided to go back to see Paris, 
find where I was during the 
war, meeting old school friend 

and relatives. I spent some time in Israel on a Kibbutz, met 
more relatives!
I thought it was time to come back to Melbourne, after a 

year, and I met my future 
husband Robert, on the 
voyage back. We married 
in 1963 and have two 
daughters, Nicole born in 
1966 and Danielle born in 
1968. My daughter Nicole 
has three children Dillon 
(1997) Jay (2000) and 
Stephanie (2002).Danielle 
has 2 children Andrew 
(1997) and Madeleine 
(1999)
I was very lucky to have so 
many people caring for me at such a bad time for so many 
people. The Dorisons, their children and grandchildren are 
still part of our family today, we write and visit.
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My parents and I after 
the war.

On the farm.

Adolfo Kaminsky

Documents forged by Adolfo Kaminsky, including 
his own (lower right – “Julien Keller”). Photo: 
Adolfo Kaminsky.

mailto:/2016/10/02/opinion/sunday/if-i-sleep-for-an-hour-30-people-will-die.html?subject=
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I was born Iska Jablonska in 
September 1936, to Stefan 
and Fela, timber millers in 
Sieradz, Poland.
My sister Tosia was born 
three years earlier in 1933, 
the year Hitler started to 
take power in Germany. Not 
auspicious dates in Europe 
for Jewish children to born.
When I was 3 years old the 
war began. We went to 
Warsaw, hoping to “get lost 
in a big city” but German 
bureaucracy was very 
organised and we were soon 
held in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

From there we were transferred to the Otwock Ghetto.
After my 4th birthday my father took me for a walk and said 
to me “Now that you are 4 and no longer a child, I will teach 
you how to survive. Never forget who you are and never, 
never tell anybody. Always look people in the eye so they 
won’t know you are frightened. If you are in trouble, just tell 
the squirrels, they will always find me and I’ll make sure you 
are alright”. My father managed to smuggle us out of the 
Ghetto.
Tosia and I lived in hiding for more than a year, moving 
about, changing identities and learning to go to Church.
In December 1941 the Gestapo began operating near our 
latest hiding place.
One of my cousins, Izia, aged 16 grabbed me (aged 5) and 
my sister (aged 8) and took us to where our father was. 
Three other relatives hiding nearby were shot.
Having dyed our hair blond, Father took us to the Sisters of 
Immaculate Conception Convent in Warsaw, directly across 
the road from the SS headquarters.
The Abbess, Sister Wanda Garczynska took in and saved a 
number of Jewish girls.
3 June, 1943 – a never to be forgotten day. My Father who 
saved so many lives was caught by the SS.
Sister Wanda worried that Father might give away our 
whereabouts if tortured, sent us away.
Eventually after hiding in Zoliburtz Convent and Szymanow 
Convent, we finished up in an orphanage in Wrzosow.
Later still we lived in a School for Blind Children in Laski, 
where we pretended to be blind.
The fighting was coming closer and we were sent away 
again and found shelter in an old age facility. Tosia helped 
with the cleaning and gardening and I helped with the lighter 

chores.
That is where our mother 
found us. She eventually 
took us to a farm where 
she was hiding.
Later still we were hiding 
in a loft in Piastow. One 
morning early in 1945 when 
we left our hiding place to 
forage for food, we heard 
Russian being spoken.
We saw scruffy Russian 
soldiers. Mother sank to 
her knees and started to 
cry, before grabbing the 
leg of the nearest soldiers. I asked “Why are you crying 
Mamusia - are they bad men?” Mama hugged me and said 
“No darling, I’m crying because I’m so happy!”
Mother gathered up other hidden children and we went 
back home to Sieradz to wait to see who else was alive and 
had returned.
One of my mother’s brothers, Natan, came home from 
the concentration camp, her other three siblings and their 
spouses and children were gone.
When war broke out my mother was the third eldest of 
her grandmother’s 83 grandchildren. After Liberation there 
were only 9 left… not very good odds.
We stayed in Sieradz some months hoping that someone 
else might return. After the Kielce Pogrom, close to our 
home, Mother was frightened to stay any longer.
Fela and her brother Natan paid what would now be called 

“people smugglers” to take us to Germany. We laid under 
parcels in a delivery truck for the journey because we 

My Story... My Life...  Judy Kolt“ 

Judy's father Stefan, with 
his daughters and Father 
Ussas, on the last day they 
were together in June 
1943.

Judy playing the accordion at 
the Berlin DP camp at the age 

of 11. 

Tosia and Judy in the Berlin DP camp at 
Schlachtensee. They are standing in front of 
their grandmother’s bedspread, one of the 
few things their mother Fela had taken from 
her old home.
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JHC Calendar of Events

Thursday 2 March, 7.30pm - 9.00pm
Public Lecture - Tali Nates 

“Holocaust Remembrance and Education:
The Complexities and Challenges of Facing

the Past in South Africa”
Jewish Holocaust Centre

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 5 March, 7.00pm
Friends of the JHC

Special Film Preview of “Denial” (2016)
Classic Cinema, Gordon Street, Elsternwick

$25 per person. 
Tickets: Rosi Meltzer 0414 328272 OR

Sue Lewis 0408 324277
Office: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 5 March, 12.00p - 4.00pm
Cracow Memorial Service
Jewish Holocaust Centre

Office: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Thursday 9 March, 11.15am
JHC Social Club

Nivy Balachandran, Regional Coordinator, 
Australia-Pacific, United Religions Initiative

“Confronting Bigotry”
Jewish Holocaust Centre

0404 224 498 or admin@jhc.org.au
Office: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Monday 13 March
Labour Day holiday

OFFICE CLOSED
MUSEUM OPEN 12.00pm - 4.00pm

Thursday 16 March, 12.30pm - 2.00pm
Guest Speaker: Monica Krawczyk, CEO

Foundation for the Preservation
of Jewish Heritage (FODZ)
Jewish Holocaust Centre

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 26 March, 2.30pm - 3.30pm
Book Launch for the Late Max Zilberman

Guest Speaker: Sue Hampel OAM, 
Co-President of the JHC
Jewish Holocaust Centre

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 26 March, 4.00pm - 6.30pm
JHC Film Club

“Shores of Light” (2015) 52 mins
Guest Speaker: Moshe Fiszman

Jewish Holocaust Centre
Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

needed to get to an UNRRA camp in order to leave Europe.
In fact it took us until 1952 to gain permits. On that day we 
got permits for both the USA and Australia. What to do?
Mother tossed a coin and Australia came up!
We arrived in Australia on the “SS Napoli” on the 29 
September, 1952. On day before my 16th birthday and that 
feisty little woman, Fela Jablonska, my mother, started 
building a new life for us.
I met my husband-to-be, Hymie Kolt, at the end of 1957 

and in January 1958 we were married at the Melbourne 
Hebrew Congregation Synagogue in Toorak Road, Toorak.
We were blessed with three wonderful children, Steven, 
Gregory and Katrina. They in turn brought us equally 
wonderful children-in-law!
Between them they gave us six very special grandchildren.
And so the memory of Stefan and Fela lives on.

Judy (nee Jablonska) Kolt, Child Survivor

http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
http://admin@jhc.org.au
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Thursday 9 March, 11.15am
Nivy Balachandran, Regional Coordinator, Australia-Pacific, United Religions Initiative
“Confronting Bigotry” 

Nivy Balachandran is a Juris Doctor (Monash), Master of Arts (UniMelb) and a Bachelor of Arts, (RMIT). 
She is a recognized leader in interfaith and intercultural affairs, and has represented Australia at interfaith 
conferences in France, South Korea, New Zealand, the Philippines, Malaysia, India and Pakistan. Nivy 

designs and delivers programs to adults and youth on education about the world’s worldviews, conflict transformation, 
and cross cultural communication. She began her career as a Victorian government graduate policy officer, working across 
various departments and portfolios before resigning to pursue a postgraduate law degree and a career in international 
interfaith and peace building.

  Special Film Screening: "Denial" (2016)
Sunday 5 March, 7.00pm
Friends of the JHC present a special preview screening of
“Denial” (2016) 

Starring Rachel Weisz, Tom Wilkinson & Timothy Spall.
Directed by Mick Jackson
Based on the acclaimed book “History on Trial: My Day in Court with a Holocaust Denier,” DENIAL 
recounts Deborah E. Lipstadt’s (Academy Award winner Rachel Weisz) legal battle for historical truth 
against David Irving (Cannes Award winner Timothy Spall), who accused her of libel when she declared 

him a Holocaust denier. In the English legal system in Defamation, the burden of proof is on the accused, therefore it was 
up to Lipstadt and her legal team to prove the essential truth that the Holocaust occurred. Also starring two-time Academy 
Award nominee Tom Wilkinson, the film is directed by Emmy Award winner Mick Jackson (“Temple Grandin”) and adapted 
for the screen by BAFTA and Academy Award nominated writer David Hare (THE READER). All proceeds go to the JHC.

Sunday 26 March, 4.00pm
"Shores of Life” (2015) 52 mins
Directed by Yael Katzir
Guest Speaker: Moshe Fiszman, Survivor Guide

This is the poignant untold story of warmth and compassion after a terrible war. Thousands of Jewish 
survivors arrived in Southern Italy after WWII, on their way to the land of Israel. To their surprise they 

were welcomed by the poor local Italians. At this time of psychological and physical healing, hundreds of children were 
born. The film follows the story of three Israeli women who were born then, in Santa-Maria-di-Leuca (1946). They decide 
to discover the footprints left by their parents. The film weaves rare historical footage with unique current testimonials 
capturing a ray of light after great darkness.

Lecture: Tali Nates
Thursday 2 March, 7.30pm
Tali Nates, Founder and Director, Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide Centre
“Holocaust Remembrance and Education: the Complexities and Challenges of Facing the Past in 
South Africa”

Tali Nates is the founder and director of the Johannesburg Holocaust & Genocide
Centre. She has lectured internationally on Holocaust and genocide education. Tali has contributed to a 

number of books, the latest of which is God, Faith & Identity from the Ashes: Reflections of Children and Grandchildren 
of Holocaust Survivors. In 2010 Tali was chosen as one of the top 100 newsworthy and noteworthy women in South 
Africa and was awarded the KIA Community Service Award in 2015 for serving the Jewish community with remarkable 
distinction. Tali has led numerous Holocaust and genocide study tours to Eastern Europe and Rwanda.

  JHC Social Club: Nivy Balachandran

  JHC Film Club: “Shores of Light” (2015)


