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Introduction
Dear Child Survivors,
This month the Claims Conference 
compensation for child survivors is 
of course on all our minds. Please 
be assured any new information we 
receive will immediately be sent to our 
members.  You may be interested to 
know that our child survivor member 
numbers have grown substantially over 
the past year; we now have 256 names 
on our mailing list.
If you know of any child survivors who 
may not have registered their details 
with us please ask them to phone me.  
Call the Jewish Holocaust Centre on 
9528 1985 leaving contact details; I 

will phone back as 
soon as possible. 
Please note: a child 
survivor is someone 
who was born after 
first of January 
1928; all other 
details required will be on the application 
form.
To any child survivors or members of 
their families who are not well at this 
time we send you our sincere wishes for 
a speedy recovery.
Warmest regards

viv.
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Thank you to all child survivors who have contacted me with 
your personal details and questions. Our latest information 
is that the application forms for this one off compensation 
have not been printed as yet. The anticipated date for 
proceeding with all applications is January 2015.
I’ve contacted Jewish Care for the answer to a difficult  
question:
How does a person who has no paperwork to identify 
themselves e.g. Birth Certificate, and who has never 
received any form of compensation, prove they are a child 
survivor?
Jewish Care recommends that a child survivor in this 
situation make an appointment with one of their Program 
Officers tel: 8517 5999. This situation is quite common 
and the program Officer will complete an application form 
on behalf of the child survivor with as many details as they 
can recall, such as: family name, parents’ names, street 
where you lived, the town. Jewish Care will then send in 
the application on your behalf. You will need to bring your 

passport with you at your first interview.
If you are already receiving a restitution payment as a 
pension or have previously received a one-off payment, 
please phone Jewish Care in January 2015 to confirm the 
criteria of eligibility of the Child Survivor Fund, Jewish Care 
will then advise of any further requirements.
We will keep you informed as soon as we have any new 
information.

Claims Conference Update - October 2014

Jewish Children in the Drancy internment camp, 
France 1942. Photo: Memorial de la Shoah
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It started with a word – 
“tribute” - which would not 
have been written more 
than 50 years ago, when I 
first met Regina.  My opinion 
of this lady has changed 
considerably since I married 
her only son, Lucien. 
Lucien was an only child; 
he and his parents were 
Holocaust survivors, 
therefore they were a very 
close-knit family.  Marrying 

Lucien in 1959, I, a laid-back ‘’Aussie’’, felt uncomfortable 
with his European parents and I believe they felt likewise.  
Unfortunately, this feeling never changed through the 
years, but, we did share many joys with them.  Sadly, 
Lucien’s father became ill with motor neuron disease and 
tragically died at the age of 64.
Lucien and his mother were devastated.  As Lucien was 
hidden on the outskirts of Paris for 3 years, from the ages 
of 6 – 9 (with “Tante Evonne and Pepere”) and missed his 
parents terribly during that time, his bond with his parents 
was extremely strong. to such an extent that he suffered a 
breakdown in health when his father passed away.  Lucien 
became even more attached to his mother, and she to him, 
so it was a very difficult time for all of us.
I often wished I had had the opportunity to know the young 
Regina.  Lucien has described her as a young woman who 
was lively, intelligent and very friendly with the people living 
in the apartment block where she resided.  They liked her 
so much, she was warned whenever the Nazis were in the 
area, and was hidden in their apartments.
Her life was made even more difficult during the war when 
Charles (Papa) joined the French army as a volunteer.  The 
French capitulated, and Papa was held prisoner for five, 
long, painful years.  Maman, a small, determined, resilient 
woman had to cope without any family to support her 
through this terrible time.
Regina also recounted how, every month, she walked more 
than 28 kilometres to visit Lucien, through frightening, Nazi-
infested Paris.  Yet, these dangers did not discourage her 
from visiting her son.  But, her visits didn’t last long and 
Lucien was very distraught each time she left him.
I would often wonder why Regina continued these visits, 
upsetting Lucien each time she went there.  I thought to 
myself: “Wouldn’t she have been kinder, to visit him less?”
Unfortunately, Regina at the age of 79 developed 
Alzheimer’s; sadly, she gradually lost her mental capacities 

and had to be cared 
for in a nursing home, 
where Lucien and 
our family frequently 
visited her.  Regina 
died in 1999.
In 2000, Lucien and 
I travelled to Paris 
to visit his family.   
Whilst there, we 
were very interested 
to revisit the area 
where Lucien was 
hidden as a child – in 
Porte de la Chapelle.  
As we approached 
the courtyard of the complex where he had been hidden, 
we met a lady, Janine, standing near the first block of the 
four blocks of this complex.  Lucien introduced himself, as 
the child who had lived there during the war and was very 
interested to see again where he had been hidden. 
Then we found out more about the actual events of the war 
there.  Pepere had had a special ‘’drinking buddy’’ during this 
time who happened to be a French police buddy working 
under Nazi command.  We were told many families living in 
the complex were extremely upset once when Pepere said 
he was thinking of telling his buddy that a young Jewish 
couple was hiding in one of the units.  He was told that if 
he disclosed the Jewish couple’s whereabouts, he would 
not live to see another day.
Janine also told us many families in the complex were 
aware than Maman, each time she came to visit, brought 
money and what food she could carry.  Lucien and I then 
realised that Pepere had had a big incentive to help look 
after an unhappy young child.

A Tribute to my mother-in-law

Molly & Lucien, 2014.

Lucien and his parents Charles 

and Regina arrive in Melbourne in 

1952. 

Molly, Lucien, Annette (2) and Esther (6 months), 

1964.
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Why did Ascot State 
School stand apart ? Why 
for all those years has it 
commanded such loyalty?
Was it the visionary 
Headmasters, strong 
characters and 
disciplinarians who coxed 
little larrikins into upright 
young citizens?
Was it the teachers creamed 
from other Queensland 
schools who commanded 
our respect and often our 
strong affection?
Was it because it was our 
first school? Like the first 

kiss behind the bicycle shed, never to be recaptured?
Or was it us? The clean slates absorbing all? The fighting 
spirit at Inter School sports; the excellence in the arts and 
scholarship; the unsanctioned dare devil climbs in Crosby 

Road quarry; our labours in the garden beds weeding and 
mucking, creating the dahlias of Anthony Street.
Over the years children from quite different backgrounds 
arrived at Ascot School- some chauffer driven, others with 
barely the seat in their pants and many more somewhere 
in between. The cut lunches in newspaper bags, bread and 
onions, others in tuck boxes laid out in small compartments 
with a larder for morning tea.
Sadly there were children we excluded – ones we decided 
from our dozen years of experience, were not like us. 
Despite the cruelty, we shared a sense of belonging.
After 1945, war scarred children arrived. Ascot stretched its 
boundaries. Mr. Meibusch made a speech on Parade at the 
oval telling of the children of the war and their different ways. 
An appeal to understand. At breaks we bore the taunts and 
proudly showed off our “Chinese Burns” trophies of our 
understanding.  New faces spoke strange English. On our 
threadbare oval we made room for other feet.
Now half a century later we honour the special part Ascot 
School played in our lives.

Sue Cadell.

Ascot State School - Bread and Onions

My tribute to my mother-in-law is that, had she not risked 
her life every month to take money and food, walking in 
tremendous danger through Paris to visit her child, it is 
most unlikely that my dear Lucien would have survived.  
And we would not have had the opportunity to meet, 
marry, have two children, six grandchildren and up to the 
present time, two great-grandchildren to love.

I will always respect her for her great love, courage and 
determination to save her child through bitter, difficult 
years of terror and fear, when she could have looked after 
herself only, visiting very occasionally, or not at all.  So, in 
Aussie parlance, I ‘’dips me lid’’ to her memory.

Molly Nudel

Paulette on arrival in 

Brisbane with her guardians 

Mr & Mrs Kohnke.

Paulette in Ormond Street, Ascot, 

Brisbane.

Paulette with her brother Jojo.
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We congratulate Peter Marks and his son Nick Marks 
(son and grandson of Eva and Stan Marks) for Peter’s play 
“Requiem for Dalinka” with music by Nick.
Concentration camp Dalinka holds only four surviving 
prisoners; a quartet of Klezmer musicians who have been 
spared so that they might provide entertainment for the 
SS soldiers. Desperate to stay alive, they plot to overthrow 
the Nazis. Will the allies arrive in time? Or will the “Final 
Solution” be implemented before there’s any chance of 
escape?
Dates:  2-22 November
Address:  Gasworks Theatre
  21 Graham Street, Albert Park. 
Bookings:  9699 3253 or www.gasworks.org.au

*****

Dr Paul Valent will be speaking to JHC guides and 
volunteers as part of their Professional Development 
program and child survivors are welcome to attend.
Date:  Sunday 9 November, 2.00pm – 4.00pm
Address: Jewish Holocaust Centre
  13-15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick
Topic:  “Child Survivors: Adults living with   
  Childhood trauma”.

*****

For those who missed the earlier season of our Lena 
Fiszman starring with Jack Felman and Allen Brostek in 
“Your Driving Me Crazy!”- we are delighted to announce 
a return season of their sellout show - for one week only.
Dates:  9 December – 14 December,
  Nightly 8.00 pm and one matinee on
  Sunday 14 December, 2.00 p.m.
Address: Little Chapel Street, Prahran
Bookings: 8290 7000 or
  www.chapeloffchapel.com.au 

Condolences:
To the Gezundheit family on the passing away of Barbara 
Gezundheit.

Personal Notices

We welcome Child Survivor / Holocaust-related articles, 
comments or questions.
If you would like to contribute your story for “My Life... My 
Story” section, please note that it can be no longer than 600 

words.  Articles for “Aftermath/Tales from my suitcase” - 
between 600 to 1,000 words, gratefully accepted.
Send to: viv.parry@bigpond.com or 0419 819 131.

Have your say

Dear Viv
I would love you to put in Connections a story by my 
Australian great friend Sue Cadell. Sue and my other 
school friends really looked after me when I first came 
to Australia and I have kept in touch with them all these 
years.  They were my “back bone” and made me what I 
am today.

Paulette Goldberg.

I first met Paulette when she arrived at Ascot State 
School after WW2. Our teacher asked five loquacious 
girls in the class to spend some recess time helping Pau-
lette with her English. I was one of the five. This was no 
chore, we all liked Paulette.
I don’t know if we can clam any credit for Paulette’s quick 
grasp of English, I rather suspect we had a very bright 
and motivated classmate. Happily Paulette is still in touch 
with some of us in Queensland either visiting here or 
entertaining us in her home.

Sue Cadell.
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JHC Calendar of Events

Sunday 9 November, 2.00pm

JHC Guides Book Club

Guest Speaker: Dr Paul Valent

‘Child Survivors: Adults Living

with Childhood Trauma’

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 9 November, 7.30pm

Kristallnacht:

The Betty and Shmuel

Rosenkranz Oration 2014

Key Note Speaker: Shmuel Ben-Shmuel,

Israeli Ambassador to Australia

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Monday 10 November, 12.00pm

JIFF Film Screening & Lecture

Because I was a Painter (2013) 104 mins

Speaker: Jayne Josem,

JHC Curator & Head of Collections

Venue: Classic Cinema

7 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick

Bookings: http://www.jiff.com.au/films/painter/

Thursday 20 November, 11.15am

JHC Social Club: Dr Dvir Abramovitch

'Old Poisons in New Bottles:

The New anti-Semitism and

the war against Israel'

Enquiries: 0404 224 498 or barbaras9@

bigpond.com

Sunday 23 November, 1.30pm

The Memorial Museum of

Hungarian Speaking Jewry presents

Cultural Heritage and

Continuity of Hungarian Jewry

Speakers: Prof Andro Marcus,

Mr Istvan Vilagos,

Dr Aniko Ball and Mrs Nagy Margit

Chazan: David Wittenberg

Violinist: Dr John Gunzburg

Entry: $10.00/$8.00 (Students/Pensioners)

Enquiries: Edith Preston on 9578 7309

Wednesday 26 November, 7.30pm

Guest Speakers:

Michael Cohen, Alex Skovron &

Ephraim Finch

“Stories I've Been Told —

A Remarkable Evening of Storytelling”

Entry: $10.00

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Thursday 27 November, 7.00pm

JHC Film Club: "Sarah's Key" (2011) 

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 7 December, 5.00pm

Launch of exhibition

'Facing the Past'

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au
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