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Introduction
Dear Child Survivors,
Welcome to the September edition of 
Connections.
The Claims Conference
The official statement from the Claims 
Conference President detailing the 
newly created Child Survivor Fund is 
enclosed with this Newsletter.
We have been asked to wait until 
all the official details are completed 
and the Fund approved by the 
Claims Conference and Bundestag. 
It is envisioned the plan will become 
operational on 1 January, 2015.   
JewishCare will then provide us with 
the all the details regarding application 

forms and other 
requirements, for 
completing your claim.
We will notify all 
members by email or 
letter as soon as we 
have the information.

Chag Sameach!
We wish “Chag Sameach!“ and well 
over the fast, to all child survivors. May 
the New Year be a truly happy, healthy 
and peaceful year for all.
Warmest regards

viv.
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The Claims Conference has reached a landmark 
agreement with the German Finance Ministry under 
which the organization and the German government will 
together provide assistance to Jewish child survivors of 
the Holocaust.
The Claims Conference negotiating delegation emphasized 
to the German government that the trauma Jewish children 
suffered during the Holocaust has overshadowed the 
rest of their lives. Their experiences included devastating 
separation from parents, witnessing unimaginable 
atrocities, malnutrition and a range of physically abusive 
situations. These early traumas are now resulting in late-
onset physical and psychological problems that only now 
are appearing as concrete symptoms in their old age.
“Child survivors” are defined as Nazi victims born on 
January 1, 1928 or later.  Those who were in concentration 
camps, ghettos or were, for at least six months in Nazi-
occupied territory or 12 months in Axis countries, in hiding 
or living under false identity will be eligible to receive a 

one-time payment of €2,500 euros (approximately $3,280).
The fund is expected to become operational on January 1, 
2015, and details will be made available after approval by 
the German Bundestag and the Claims Conference.
Child Survivor Fund: Frequently Asked Questions
The agreement reached by the Claims Conference in 
negotiations with the German government comes on the 
heels of the first-ever symposium of Jewish Child survivors 

Claims Conference Reaches Landmark Agreement 
with Germany to Assist

Child Survivors of the Holocaust

Jewish Children in the Drancy internment camp, 
France 1942. Photo: Memorial de la Shoah

http://www.claimscon.org/what-we-do/compensation/child-survivor-fund-frequently-asked-questions/
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My birth date is 4.5.1938. 
Two years before the tragedy 
started that struck hundreds 
and thousands of Jewish 
people and also took the lives 
of many good people who tried 
to save as many people as 
possible.
I was one of the people who 
could go into hiding but not 
before my father was rounded 
up during the first “razza” 
(round up) in the centre of 

Amsterdam, July 1942.
It was the day that my father, mother and I were going into 
hiding. My father wanted to tie up some loose ends at the 
office in the centre of Amsterdam. When he wanted to go 
home he fell into the trap of the first round up. 
The people taken were all sent to Auschwitz where my 
father was sent straight to the gas chambers. Why? You 
could ask. Well when he was taken he was wearing his 
suit jacket with the Star of David sewn on it, which was 
compulsory. During the train trip to Auschwitz he gave his 
jacket to a girl who was cold, when he arrived at Auschwitz 
he was punished for not wearing the Star of David.
When my dad did not return from his trip to the office (my 
grandfather and father had a tobacco brokerage) my mum 
and I stayed home for the time being.
When the Dutch Nazi’s came to pick us up from our home 
my mum faked fainting and the “Gentlemen” called a 
Doctor who happened to be our GP. They had thrown my 
mum on to the bed, when our Doctor arrived he understood 

what was happening and told the Nazis my mum was a 
very sick woman and they left.
We then went into hiding first with a family in Amsterdam, 
then The Hague. Unfortunately the entire family had to leave 
their home because the Germans were going to occupy the 
area; we were all shifted to Schevenlingen a seaside village 
of The Hague. It then became too dangerous for my mum 
and I to stay together, the Resistance people advised we 
be parted.  
I was sent to a lovely Dutch Reform family in Heemstede, 
they had no children and told everybody they took me 
because I was a niece from another village, and they were 
a childless couple. 

I was born twice…

held in Berlin on August 27th at Centrum Judaicum. “Lost 
Childhood. Jewish Childhood Survivors” was organized 
by the Claims Conference in cooperation with the World 
Federation of Jewish Child Survivors of the Holocaust and 
Descendents (WFJCSD) and the Center of Organizations 
of Holocaust Survivors in Israel. 
Internationally recognized experts provided a broad picture 
of the special suffering of Jewish children during the 
Holocaust and shed light on the particular situation of child 
survivors today.  Witnesses who survived the Holocaust 
as children shared their experiences and spoke about their 
life after the Holocaust.  An exhibit of the same name 
at Stiftung Neue Synagoge Berlin - Centrum Judaicum 
is being presented In conjunction with the symposium.  
The exhibit – a tribute to the special fate of Jewish child 
survivors of the Holocaust – was created by the Claims 
Conference in cooperation with “Agency for education. 

History, Politics and Media e.V.” and the “Pedagogical 
center of the Fritz Bauer Institut and Jewish Museum in 
Frankfurt.”  The exhibit will travel throughout Germany 
over the course of the coming months and panels can be 
seen at www.jewishchildsurvivors.org
In 2014 the Claims Conference allocated a total of more 
than $302 million to 120 agencies in 44 countries to pay 
for homecare, food programs, medical care, dental work, 
emergency cash assistance and transportation for elderly 
Jewish Nazi victims worldwide, with substantial financial 
support (about $185 million in 2014) from the German 
Government The needs of Holocaust victims are different 
now than they were immediately following the war, but 
no less crucial.  And as Holocaust victims age, the Claims 
Conference support has become even more important in 
helping every Jewish Nazi victim live out his or her years in 
dignity and comfort.

Bep-Gomperts-Gerritse

Bep (in the middle) with her foster war parents, Bep & Jo 
Lugtigheid at the back of their house in a place called 
Heemstede and her mother’s sister, Bertha Kwetser, going 
through the little entrance in to the garden of the place where 
she was staying from April 1944 until liberation. Bertha was in 
the Dutch/Amsterdam underground. She brought her there.

www.jewishchildsurvivors.org
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I arrived there in April 1944 and 
would turn 6 in May and I thought 
as soon as you turned six you could 
go to school. I was dying to learn, 
but schools in the Netherlands start 
in August and finish the following 
June so I had to wait, eventually I 
could go to school but it was only 
very haphazardly.
Winter 1944/45 was very cold and 
people had no food or warmth. The 
Germans squeezed the Dutch for 
everything, and this winter became 
known as the “Hungry Winter”. 
There was virtually nothing, anything 
that was available had to be bought 
with coupons and was very expensive. My foster family 
had very little and because I lived there illegally they did 
not receive coupons for me, so they shared their meager 
rations with me. Many people became very sick and died.
I had a little friend who went to the same school as me. 
He had to pass my house so we went to school together. 
When my foster family was told they would have a German 
pilot staying with them, they had to find a place for me 
to stay. They asked my friend’s mum if I could stay with 
them for a while and she agreed. My friend’s father was 
the manager of the Waterworks of Amsterdam located in 
the dunes of a place called Vogelenzang. The Germans 

had built the V2”s in the dunes, they 
were aimed at London. That part of the 
dunes was full of German soldiers and 
my friend and d I played there often. 
It was frightfully cold, a lot of snow, 
as we had no proper shoes we wore 
clogs, as the snow stuck to our clogs 
we became 10 cm. taller!
On the 4 May 1945 Holland was freed. 
This was my second birth. From then 
on we thought life would go on as 
normal but of course it did not. My 
father was dead and my mother’s 
parents had also been killed. Her father 
(a political prisoner) was killed because 
he was Jewish, as was her mother.

In 1952 my mother remarried which became a “hellish” 
adventure, the man left her and she was on her own 
again. In 1962 I married Herman (Gomperts) and have 
three children and four grandchildren. In 1979 my family 
migrated to Australia where I became a member of the 
Child Survivor group and for years have been a volunteer 
at the Jewish Holocaust museum.
I am now in contact with my school friend again, a really 
nice experience and I have learned many new stories 
about those times we shared.

Bep-Gomperts-Gerritse

Bep and her mother, Jeanette Gerritse-
Kwetser. The picture was taken after 
the war by a professional photographer, 
named Boris Kowadlo who was a refugee 
from Poland, together with his brother 
Max.

Maurice Roller (Weiss) born 
1904 Stryj, Poland.
Married Sonia Zeikel, born 
1906 Mykietynce, Poland, 3 
sons: Bernard, Albert, Louis.
1929 Maurice and Sonia 
immigrated to Paris.
1940 Maurice joined French 
Forces against Germany.
Sonia alone in Paris with 
Bernard, Albert. 1940 Gave 
birth to Louis.
1940 Family left Paris, 
Maurice joined the Forces 
Francais d’Intereurs, 
Sonia joined the French 

Underground and in 1942 the children were sent to various 
farms.
1944 Maurice and Bernard joined the French Army. Bernard 
the youngest soldier admitted was awarded a medal for his 
achievements; Maurice was promoted to Staff Sergeant 

and highly decorated for his service. (Medals donated to the 
JHC Melbourne)
Louis continues… I was born in February 1940. I remember 
being constantly hungry and frightened and in constant fear 
of our keepers as well as fear of the Nazis. Without Albert 
(6 years older) to look after me I certainly would not have 
survived. For some period, our diet consisted of acorns 
supplemented by whatever else might be available, the 
Germans had taken most of the food.
I was only vaguely aware that I had parents but from time to 
time we would get visits from Bernard (12 years older) and I 
guess he was a father figure for me.  I don’t remember this 
because I was only 2½ at the time when in 1942 the French 
police under instruction from the Gestapo got all the Jews 
of Paris to gather at the Veledrome d’hiver. My mother, 
Albert and I were part of that. Fortunately a policeman (who 
knew my parents through the underground) recognized my 
mother and allowed us to escape. After that we were sent 
away to various parts of France.
Again I would like to emphasize that without Albert I would 
have been lost.

My Story... My Life, The Roller Family

Albert, Sonia, Maurice, 
Bernard, Louis Roller Paris 
late 1946.
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Quite some time after the war 
(late ‘45 early ‘46) friends of our 
parents took us back to Paris 
and we were reunited with our 
parents. That in its self was 
pretty strange as I did not really 
know these people.
I had one day of school in Paris 
and my over-riding memory is 
that the school mistress had 
a huge pair of scissors on her 
desk and told us if we uttered 
one word she would cut out our 
tongues. I believed her! When 
I got home that day my father 
said I did not have to go back as 

we would be leaving France soon.
The trip to Marseille by train was an adventure and then 
on to our ship “The Monkay“ eventually to Sydney via a 
12-week stay in Saigon where Albert contracted malaria. 
From Sydney, we travelled by train to Melbourne and I 
remember being terrified because my father had taken the 
cushion of the train seat to put on the train floor for me to 
sleep on. I was terrified the Gestapo would come and kill 
us for doing that.
We arrived safely in Melbourne and our uncle Isadore Roller 
(father’s older brother who had come to Australia in 1933) 
met us and took us to his guest house in Hepburn Springs. 
My father and Bernard went back to Melbourne to seek 
accommodation and work as tailors and pressers while 
Sonia (our mother) Albert and I stayed at the guest house 

for the next 12 weeks. The food was amazing compared to 
what we had been used to.
I have had a most fortunate life, in that with the help 
of my parents I have overcome my first 6 years of Nazi 
occupation, privation and starvation. I have a wonderful 
wife, an older brother Albert, (Bernard passed away in 
2004 aged 77), 4 wonderful children and step-children, 
including 7 grandchildren and step-grandchildren.  Albert 
celebrates his 80th birthday in September 2014 (a record 
for Roller males).
Australia has been kind to my family and me, and I have 
encountered little anti-Semitism directed towards me. 
I have had a successful career as an academic and I am 
well known and respected in   Australian Pharmacy.  What 
more could one ask for?

Louis Roller

Louis, Bernard and Albert somewhere in France 1945/46.Bernard and Maurice 
prior to demobilisation, 
Paris, 1946.

Notices:
Please find enclosed a flyer for the “Richard Rozen“ 
event to be held on Sunday 19 October, 2.00pm  at the 
JHC. Please ring the Rozens to book your seat.
The Child Survivors Group ‘Time Capsule’ DVD is now 
available. To order your copy please contact Phillip Maisel 
on 9528 1985 or Testimonies@jhc.org.au.

Congratulations:
Albert Roller is celebrating his 80th Birthday. We wish 
him a hearty Mazel Tov and congratulations on his 
“Roller” recording breaking achievement (first Roller male 
to reach this grand age).
Best wishes:
We send Eva Marks our best wishes and encouragement 
for her recovery ongoing.

Personal Notices

We welcome Child Survivor / Holocaust-related articles, 
comments or questions.
If you would like to contribute your story for “My Life... My 
Story” section, please note that it can be no longer than 600 

words.  Articles for “Aftermath/Tales from my suitcase” - 
between 600 to 1,000 words, gratefully accepted.
Send to: viv.parry@bigpond.com or 0419 819 131.

Have your say
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!  !
ÔMY NAME IS RICHARD ROZENÕ 

A solo performance piece written and performed in San Francisco by !
MALCOLM  WHITE  

 The screening of a play depicting RichardÕs story as a child survivor of the Holocaust !
Presented with the support of the Jewish Holocaust Centre !
SUNDAY 19th OCTOBER, 2014     1:30 for 2:00 pm start !

 Venue:  Jewish Holocaust Centre !
 13-15 Selwyn Street, Elsternwick !

RSVP:  12th October      Rysia & Richard 
Tel:        9592 8068 
email:  rozenr@bigpond.com 

!!
Donations to the Jewish Holocaust Centre would be welcome  (tax-deductible) 
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JHC Calendar of Events

Sunday 14 September, 11.00am

The Mezzuzah Project -

Zdunska Wola before 1939

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 14 September, 2.00pm

Bialystoker Yizkor Commemoration

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 14 September, 10.30am or 2.30pm

March of the Living - 

North Carlton Jewish Walking Tour

(2.5 hours)

Cost: $65 per person

Bookings: www.motl.com.au

Enquiries: 0438 427 412

Tuesday 16 September, 6.00pm

Thessaloniki Association “The White Tower”

The Jews of Thessaloniki

Queens Hall, Victorian Parliament

Bookings: 9464 5694 or 

events@thessaloniki.org.au

Thursday 18 September

JHC Social Club: Raphael Aron

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 21 September, 10.30am or 2.30pm

March of the Living - 

North Carlton Jewish Walking Tour (2.5 

hours)

Cost: $65 per person

Bookings: www.motl.com.au

Enquiries: 0438 427 412

Wednesday 24 September, 10.00am - 1.00pm

Erev Rosh Hashanah

Thursday 25 & Friday 26 September

Rosh Hashanah

MUSEUM CLOSED

Sunday 28 September, 4.00pm

Hosted by JCCV &

Australian Forum of Russian Speaking Jewry

Babi Yar Commemoration

Bookings: 9272 5579 or david@jccv.org.au

Thursday 2 October, 7.00pm

JHC Film Club: Six Million and One (2011)

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 19 October, 1.30pm

Film Screening

My Name is Richard Rozen

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au
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