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Dear Child Surivors,
We are back and we trust this edition 
of Connections finds you well.
There is so much in the news 
that we would all like to switch 
off; the article on the bike ride to 
commemorate the 80th Anniversary 
of the Kindertransport is one that will 

gladden your heart.
We are fortunate to have the support and friendship of 
Amy Williams in Britain. Amy is writing her PhD thesis on 
the Kindertransport and has shared her thoughts on the 
bike ride with us.
Amy writes:
The bike ride to commemorate the 80th anniversary of the 
Kindertransport was so moving. World Jewish Relief filmed 
parts of it and posted it on social media. Everyone did so 
well, they raised thousands of pounds for the charity too. 
Some of the survivors joined the cyclists at the end. I think 
quite a few second generation went, their posts on social 

media were so emotional. One person 
talked about how their parent had left 
Germany and then how they felt on the 
boat from Holland to Harwich. 
I think this re-enactment of the Kinder’s 
journeys was really interesting for 
several reasons: 

1. It keeps memory alive.
2. It raised funds for World Jewish Relief who were the 

Central British Fund in the 30s who helped the Kinder.
3. Different generations came together to remember.
4. Stories were told.
5. Acknowledges refugees today creating empathy from 

memories of the past.  
6. The bike ride is interesting because this time they are 

journeying to remember, they are not escaping but 
reconnecting with a past.

Viv Parry, Chairperson, CSH

Keynote speaker: Dr Paul Valent, psychiatrist, traumatologist, author and child survivor. 

Panellists will include:
Bernadette Gore (CSH), Bernard Korbman OAM (past Executive Director of the JHC),

Jordana Silverstein (third generation, author and educator) and Viv Parry (MC).

Screenplay writer/film director Justin Olstein will launch his latest short film The Visitor,
a masterful interpretation of the effects of intergenerational trauma.

Bookings open from 1 August.
Please phone the Jewish museum on 8534 3600 or info@jewishmuseum.com.au

Date: Sunday 19 August, 2.30 - 4.30 pm

Venue: Jewish Museum of Australia
26 Alma Road, St Kilda. 

This is a free event and seating will need to be reserved. 

Forum and Film Launch:
The Transfer of Intergenerational Trauma

Amy Williams
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Peter was born in Bratislava, 
Czechoslovakia, in 1937 and 
with his parents, Imre and Jenny 
Gaspar, lived at Havlickova 4, 
Bratislava.
Peter’s father was a mechanical 
engineer, born in Eastern Slovakia 
his education was extensive and 
Imre spoke Hungarian, Slovak and 
German. Peter was an only child 
who like his parents, grew up 
trilingual.
Peter’s mother, Jenny was the 

eldest of six siblings born to a well to do and prominent 
family in Bratislava. Her father, Armin was a well-travelled 
business man who had been to Palestine and New York 
before his untimely death in 1931.
The family’s religion was described as Neolog Jewish, 
something between today’s Liberal and Conservative 
Judaism. Peter does not recall any sign of Judaism in his 
family home either before or after WWII.
The family led an assimilated life, very involved in the 
cultural life of Bratislava as well as Vienna which was only 
a tram ride away.  Both parents were well into sports; 
Jenny fenced, played tennis and swam. Imre did his 
military service in the Slovak Army Mounted Regiment 
and continued riding after the army. He also rowed with 
a Jewish rowing club. Both parents were prolific skiers. 
Peter skied and played ice hockey.

Imre and Jenny honeymooned skiing in Switzerland and 
holidayed in Italy as well as a number of internationally 
known spa resorts in Czechoslovakia.
In 1938, Nazi Germany was invited to take over Slovakia, 
the German Government installed Josef Tiso a Catholic 
priest as president and he immediately proceeded to 
implement their racial and anti-Semitic policies.
In June 1942, forty members of Peter’s family were 
arrested and deported to Auschwitz where they were 
exterminated. Jenny’s sisters Magda, Irene, Herta and 
Olga perished in September, 1942 together with Peter’s 
maternal grandmother, Mathilde.
Paul, Jenny’s youngest sibling was the only family member 
to survive Auschwitz.
Sandor, Peter’s paternal grandfather, was arrested in 
Kosice, eastern Slovakia in June, 1942 and perished in 
Auschwitz as did his wife.
Fortunately Peter and his parents escaped the first wave of 
arrests because they did not live in the centre of Bratislava, 
or indeed in the Jewish quarter; their house was on the 
outskirts of town.  However, following the arrest of their 
close family members they immediately went into hiding.
The family was hidden by Christian friends, domestic staff 
and work colleagues of Peter’s father from the Insurance 
Company where Imre had worked until his dismissal in 
1942 for being Jewish.
In the same year Peter was sent home from pre-school and 
told “Never to return!”. The reason given was because he 
was Jewish. From that time on until 1945 Peter missed 

My Story... My Life - Peter Gaspar 

WFJCSH & their Descendants Conference

Donations
Thank you sincerely to those CSH who generously donated 
to the CSH group. On behalf of all our members, we are 
truly grateful. Special thanks to Eleyan Hoffman and her 
grandson who offered to frame the CSH patchwork wall 

panel on display at the Jewish Holocaust Centre. The JHC 
experts are currently exploring the best way to clean and 

preserve the panel before we can have it framed.

CSH Website
The Holocaust Centre advises that the upgrade of the 
JHC website is coming together and we should know in 
the next few months when the site will be operational, 
including our own child survivor web pages.  For the first 

time school children, researchers or members of the public 
who wish to know about the Melbourne Child Survivor 
Group, will be able to access information through the JHC 
website.

Peter Gaspar as a 
child

Registration for the 2018 Conference in West Palm Beach 
is now open. The conference will be held at the West 
Palm Beach Marriott Hotel. Friday, November 9 through 
Monday, November 12, 2018. The conference begins 
with a welcome Shabbat dinner Friday evening and will 

conclude just before lunchtime on Monday.
Click Here for more information on how to register.
We are once again looking forward to a special family 
reunion.
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out on any form of education and had no contact with 
children of his age.
After three years in hiding in Bratislava and nearby in the 
village of Cataj, the family was eventually arrested.
Peter and his mother were interned at Terezin concentration 
camp and remained there for six months until the Holocaust 
ended.  
Imre was forced to work as a slave labourer in 
Sachsenhausen and from there was sent on a Death March 
to Lubeck, 289 km away. It was the winter of 1944/45 and 
incredibly Peter’s father survived.
The stress and hardship of years in hiding as well as 
starvation, fear, sickness and loneliness in the concentration 
camps, left Peter’s parents forever damaged.
Peter attributes his family’s survival to the number of 
people, particularly the rescuers, who aided them in hiding 
from 1942 to the end of 1944 – he is convinced the family 
would not have survived in the concentration camps for 
that length of time.
The Gaspar family arrived in Australia in 1949. Peter learned 
English very quickly, so much so that by 1956 he was 
tutoring Australian born high school students in English 

Expression. His enthusiastic participation in football, tennis 
and athletics helped him to be quickly integrated into the 
school communities he attended.
Peter graduated with a Bachelor of Commerce Degree 
(Melbourne).
In 1964, Peter married Lesley who arrived in Australia from 
South Africa in 1956.
After the war, Peter and his parents maintained contact 
with their rescuers and in 2006 Peter took his children and 
grandchild to Bratislava to meet the courageous people 
who enabled his family to survive. It was a very emotional 
reunion. 
Sadly, Imre died in 1983 and Jenny passed away in 1996.
Peter and Lesley have two children, Tim and Michaela and 
five grandchildren.
Twenty years ago Michaela moved to Israel where she 
married Selwyn who had made Aliyah from the UK eight 
years before. They have three children, Raphy, Noa and 
Shai.
Tim lives in Melbourne with his wife Heidi and their two 
sons, Max and Jesse. 

Peter with his wife Lesley and their 
daughter Michaela and their grandchildren 
Raphy, Noah and Shai.

Peter with his wife Lesley and their son 
Tim and their granchildren Max and 
Jesse.

We make choices every waking hour – in the street, the 
supermarket, restaurants at home.
Hundreds of choices are made every day, and most of 
them with no consequences of any lasting significance to 
us, let alone others
We are not even aware of making most of such choices.
But at other times, in other places and other times, the 
choices people made, were forced to make, had serious 
consequences. 
Even among the perpetrators during the Holocaust there 
were choices to be made, - to “follow orders” was a 
choice many made. 
For many it was a confirmation of their religious or racial 
beliefs on the widely prevailing anti-Semitism - swaying 

them to support the Nazis, or to oppose them.
And in what form to support or oppose?
How far should they go, to sacrifice, to endanger, 
themselves and their family? 
What will it take to secure themselves, advance their 
career, their prospects for promotion?
What will be the consequences with their neighbours and 
friends?
Or to just stand by and watch, not get involved, stay safe.
Refuse to see, hear, read, what is going on around them.
Apathy, the mindset of simply not caring for the plight of 
others, was possibly the most prevalent sentiment of the 
bystanders.
The victims of the Nazi also had choices to make. 

Choices People Make
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An 80-year-old refugee 
who arrived in Britain from 
Nazi Europe as a toddler is 
taking part in a cycle ride to 
mark the rescue of 10,000 
children.
Paul Alexander will retrace 
the first journey of the 
Kindertransport rescue for 
the 80th anniversary.
The rescue was organised 
after the anti-Jewish 
violence of Kristallnacht in 

Germany in November 1938.
An evacuation of mostly Jewish 
children to Britain saw the first 
arrivals in Harwich, Essex, in 
December 1938.
The effort continued until war 
broke out nine months later.
Most of the cyclists will be 
descendants of people rescued 
by the Kindertransport, but Mr 
Alexander experienced it firsthand.
He was 19 months old when his mother handed him to a British 
volunteer nurse, arriving in England six weeks before the 

Kindertransport child refugee
who fled Nazis retrace journey

Resist or comply with orders?
How to resist,- passive, armed, spiritual, alone or join a 
group?
Run or stay? 
Which way to run, East or West?
Split the family so that at least someone has a better 
chance to survive,  or stay together?
Or, maybe, even collaborate?
A few chose not to be bystanders to the horrors being 
perpetrated around them to humans,- just like them.
Their choice was to stand up against the Nazi regime.
Why?
For such people the choice to help and protect the 
persecuted was simply an affirmation of who they are and 
what they stood for.
Empathy, the ability to put oneself in another’s shoes, 
was certainly a large component of the choice making 
process of those who decided to be upstanders against 
the prevailing regime rather than spectators to what was 
being done to their neighbours and fellow citizens.
Amongst some, regrettably too few, there was moral 
outrage against what was being done to other humans. 
For some the choice to help and protect the persecuted, 
the hunted, was simply an affirmation of who they were, 
what they stood for and sometimes their religious beliefs. 
Realization of their potential ability to help the victims of 
persecution was also an activating force for those who 
did not agree with the Nazi policies, specifically the racial 
cleansing of the undesirable elements of Hitler’s Germany, 
and more specifically the genocide of the Jewish population 
of Europe.
For many the choice to help the persecuted, hunted and 
oppressed was instinctive and instantaneous -  most times 
there was no opportunity or time to consider one’s options 

or consult with the family or other like-minded supporters 
of Hitler’s opposition.
Looking for rewards for their actions, in this life, or hereafter, 
was mostly not a consideration amongst many rescuers of 
the Jewish people, and others,- even when saving lives 
here and now endangered their whole family, possibly also 
the neighbours, - often with no reward possible at the time 
and unlikely in the future.
Those were the prospects of the rescuers of my family; - 
the act itself was their reward.
When, after the war, I offered our rescuers the possibility of 
a rewarding recognition by Yad Vashem as “The Righteous 
Among Nations” for their bravery and compassion, they 
were not even interested to hear the details before they 
rejected the offer.
Also, continuing Anti-Semitism, particularly in Eastern 
Europe, and more so in small villages, no doubt played 
a part in our rescuers decision not to consider the Yad 
Vashem honours- although this is my interpretation of their 
choice and was never discussed.
The validity of an idea, and ism, Nazism, Communism, 
Ageism, Sexism, - is not how loudly and often it is 
proclaimed, the number f supporters, the current stature, 
wealth, or power of oratory of the proponents, but is it 
right, is it logical, is it reasonable.

Choices
The choices people make define them– to themselves and 
to others.
How we choose to act, react or not act in situations that 
confront us. 
We will live by the choices we make, - we will sleep with 
our conscience, - or it will keep us awake.

Peter Gaspar, Child Holocaust Survivor

Paul Alexander, 80, and 
his grandson Daniel, 
14, are taking part in a 
commemorative cycle ride 
from Berlin to London.

Paul Alexander, was 
reunited with his 
parents aged four or 
five.
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outbreak of the war.
Mr Alexander said he had no recollection of the journey, 
and his first memories were of being in the London 
Underground during bombing. 
His father was released from Buchenwald detention 
camp on condition that he left the country, and his mother 
managed to escape to Britain days before the outbreak of 
war.
Mr Alexander said the three of them were reunited when 
he was aged four or five, but he knew he was one of the 
lucky ones.
He said more than half of children on the Kindertransport 
did not see their parents again.
“I was saved from the Holocaust, sent to a lovely country 
where I grew up integrated into British life and I’m a 
lucky guy,” he said.
Mr Alexander qualified as a solicitor in London aged 24 
and moved to Israel, where he still lives, in the 1970s after 
meeting his wife.
On Sunday a group of 42 cyclists will retrace the route of 

the first journey from Berlin and the Hook of Holland, taking 
a ferry to Harwich before arriving at London Liverpool 
Street on 22 June.

The cyclists are aiming to raise more than £100,000 to 
support World Jewish Relief’s work with people living in 
poverty around the globe.

The first destination for many new arrivals 
was Dovercourt Bay holiday camp, near 
Harwich, where they enjoyed their first meal. 

Paul Alexander’s father Alfons spent 
time in the Buchenwald Nazi detention 
camp.

The first destination for many new 
arrivals was Dovercourt Bay holiday 
camp, near Harwich, where they 
enjoyed their first meal. 

Sunday 15 July, 2.00pm
Book launch of

L’Chaim - the exceptional life of Chaim Sztajer
by Malka Zylbersztajn

to be launched by
Professor Andrew Markus

Venue: Jewish Holocaust Centre

Sunday 15 July, 7.30pm
Public Lecture by

Professor Atina Grossmann
Remapping Survival: Jewish Refugees and Lost 

Memories of Displacement, Trauma,
and Rescue on the Margins of the Holocaust

Entry: $10.00
Venue: Jewish Holocaust Centre

Thursday 19 July, 11.00am
JHC Social Club

Leah Kaminsky
Bearing Witness through Fiction

Enquiries: Barbara Sacks on 0404 224 498 or
barbaras9@bigpond.com

Venue: Jewish Holocaust Centre

Thursday 19 July, 2.30pm
Child Survivor of the Holocaust Forum & Film Launch

The Transfer of Intergenerational Trauma
Venue: Jewish Museum of Australia

26 Alma Road, St Kilda. 

Thursday 26 July, 1.00 - 3.00pm
Registered recipients of German compensation

can have their ‘Life Certificates’ endorsed officially at 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre

To book an appointment,
please phone Tosca on (03) 9528 1985.
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To all child survivors, their loved ones and friends, we wish 
you continuing health and happiness. To any of our CSH 
who are unwell at this time, please know we are thinking 

of you and send our caring thoughts for a speedy return to 
good health.
Viv.

Well Wishes

Book Launch: 'L’Chaim  - the exceptional life of Chaim Sztajer'

Sunday 15 July

Book launch of L’Chaim  - the exceptional life of Chaim Sztajer
By Malka Zylbersztajn

To be launched by Professor Andrew Markus, Pratt Foundation Research Chair of Jewish 
Civilisation, Fellow of the Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia.

Time: 2.00pm

L’Chaim: the Exceptional Life of Chaim Sztajer is a moving chronicle told with poignancy by loving daughter Malka 
Zylbersztajn. Chaim’s story begins pre-war Czestochowa, Poland where poverty and antisemitism are an everyday struggle 
surpassed only by the strength and love of Chaim’s tight-knit religious family. Malka reveals Chaim’s horrific experiences 
of his world  destroyed by the Holocaust, and the unimaginable horrors of the Treblinka death camp. The story continues 
beyond World War II, as Chaim rebuilds his life; first in Israel, and then Australia. 

L’Chaim… is a testament not only of survival in the face of unspeakable horror and adversity, but a life able to start again 
and thrive

Public Lecture: Professor Atina Grossmann

Thursday 15 July

PROFESSOR ATINA GROSSMANN
Professor of History in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences (Cooper Union, NYC)
Remapping Survival: Jewish Refugees and Lost Memories of Displacement, Trauma, and 
Rescue on the Margins of the Holocaust

Time: 7.30pm

Atina Grossmann is Professor of History in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Cooper Union in New York 
City. Atina has published many scholarly books including, Jews, Germans, and Allies: Close Encounters in Occupied 
Germany (2007, and translated into German, 2012).

Professor Grossmann’s current research focuses on Remapping Survival: Jewish Refugees and Lost Memories of 
Displacement, Trauma, and Rescue in the Soviet Union, Iran, and India, as well as the entanglements of family memoir 
and historical scholarship. 

This lecture will address a transnational Holocaust story that remarkably – despite several decades of intensive scholarly 
and public attention to the history and memory of the Shoah – has remained essentially untold, marginalised in both 
historiography and commemoration.


