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A warm welcome to all our Child 
Survivors, to the September edition of 
Connections. I always think this time 
of year lends itself to reflecting on the 
past and recognising how far we have 
come in our own personal journeys.
It is always a pleasure to chat with 
Eva Marks and Eva in turn has written 

a letter to child survivors and shared a poem penned by Eva 
that has a deep and personal meaning for the Mark’s family 
- “White Magnolia”.
Paulette Goldberg has moved!! “One more stage of my 
Life” tells us of Pauline’s decision to come to terms with 
her new boundaries after a serious operation.

Marietta Elliott – Kleerkoper shares news of her exhibition 
“A Perfect Distortion” with photographs and a poem written 
by Marietta, a must see for all child survivors.
Susi Bendel takes us on her family’s journey to freedom 
“Another pebble in time”.
There is plenty to reflect on as we approach this special 
time of year. To all child survivors or their family members 
who may be unwell at this time, we are thinking of you and 
send our sincere wishes for a speedy recovery.
Shana Tova from Viv Parry to all child survivors and grateful 
thanks to Lena Fiszman for her graphic skills in making our 
Connections newsletter look so wonderful.

Viv Parry, Chairperson, CSH

Anthology Launch
Please mark your diaries for Sunday 5 November, 3.00 
- 4.30 pm, when we will be launching the latest child 
survivor anthology “A Point in Time”, your invitation will 
be sent out closer to the date. This event will also be our 
end of year get together!

Kindertransport Event:
An event will be held at the JHC on Thursday 2 November, 
2.30 – 3.30pm to acknowledge the part the Quakers 
(Society of Friends) played in saving the lives of 10,000 
Jewish children. The Victorian Society of Friends will be 
present to meet with Kindertransport child survivors and 
to receive an award recognising the part their members 

worldwide played in 1939/40. 
It is not widely known that the Quakers lobbied the British 
Parliament pleading the case for allowing Jewish children 
to leave Europe. The Quaker communities were also 
active in Austria, Germany, The Netherlands etc. and their 
Society not only assisted with helping the children whilst 
on the train but also fostered Jewish children when they 
arrived in England.  
We are reaching out to Kindertransport child survivors who 
would like to be part of the event to contact me - Viv Parry 
on 0419 819 131. Please let me know if you will be joining 
us. All child survivors are welcome to attend. 
RSVP by 15 October to: Office 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.
org.au. 

Upcoming Events

mailto:admin%40jhc.org.au?subject=
mailto:admin%40jhc.org.au?subject=
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To my dear Childhood 
Survivor friends,
Like all of us, I face 
new challenges in life. 
I recently underwent 
heart surgery which has 
affected how I physically 
live my life. I knew I 
could not live on my own 
at home anymore.
I had questions. If I 
moved somewhere, 
would I lose my 
independence, will I be 

lonely? What will I do all day?  Can I still go out with my 
friends or travel? Will I be able to afford it?
I needed to find a place where I could be safe.
My children have supported my decision to move in to a 
retirement village. As always they encourage me to do 
what is best for me.
It is more than just the physical for me.  I wanted to live in 
a place where I could find balance between my mind and 
spirit. I have meditated every day for many years, and I 
have spent long periods of time learning in India. I learned 
most the value of a happy life. Now for myself.
After my operation I spent 3 weeks in respite at Mark 
Moran, Vaucluse. I liked it so much I sold my house in 

Melbourne and bought a 2 bedroom apartment there. I 
moved in on 3 August this year. 
Immediately I knew I had made the right decision, I worked 
hard together with my late husband Joe, building a life for 
our children. 
One other significant choice I made many years ago was 
to join the Child Survivors Group. I met other people who 
understood and helped me. We will never forget the 
events of our childhood.
We have survived. I have survived. My children and 
grandchildren know my story as will our future generations.
It’s great here in the retirement village I have new friends 
and as always go out with my old friends. There are many 
activities. Shabbat dinners, movies, yoga, aqua aerobics, 
guest speakers.
I can travel, drive, go shopping, and visit my children. My 
only restriction is my health. I have new limitations and 
here there is 24 hour support. My apartment is clean and 
modern. My friends from interstate and overseas can stay 
with me. 
If anyone asked my advice I would say to them it is time to 
look after yourself. We only have one body. I have found 
peace of mind.
Retirement is a new part of life and I am pleased to retire 
happily.
Best wishes to you all.

Paulette Szabason – Goldberg

“One More Stage of My Life”
by Paulette Szabason – Goldberg

I was born in Vienna as were my parents and grandparents. 
They were all jewellers and watchmakers and lived 
comfortable, community and culturally involved lives.
After a Nazi was put into our shop in 1938 my parents got 
the message and purchased ship tickets to go to America. 
As no money was able to be taken out of the country, they 
bought household goods and sent them off to America 
where my father’s sister was living.
Unfortunately when war broke out no more boats left and 
the tickets could not be used. 
They decided to flee illegally to Switzerland, my father first. 
He organised a guide on the border and then my mother 
followed with me as a baby, her prayer book, silver Shabbat 
candle sticks, and important personal documents.  
The Swiss had a deadline after which any refugees 
crossing the border were turned back and into the hands 
of the Nazis who immediately shot them. 

We came in after the closing date 
and had it not been for a policeman 
whom my father bribed with a 
few diamonds he smuggled out 
of his shop, who falsified our date 
of entry, we too would not have 
survived. 
I do remember walking in a field, 
a number of people, the noise of 
a motorbike and someone putting 
their hand over my mouth. It was 
a Nazi on the motorbike patrolling 
the border and had there been any 
noise that would have been the end 
of us. 
I remember being put into a cot in a lit up house in the 
middle of all this black and being given a teddy bear…I still 

My Life, My Story... “Another Pebble in Time”

Paulette out and about!
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have him.
As a jeweller, my father legally owned a pistol which he 
had on him.  I never knew the exact date when my father 
fled but the Germans did, I found it in a document from 
their archives a few years ago.
We were placed in a DP camp near where Josef Schmidt 
the famous singer died. We later lived in Zurich for 12 years 
and I had a wonderful childhood. ORT and other refugee 
organisations organised holidays for us children.
Yet, imprinted on my mind is when we were in synagogue 
for the High Holy Days, the crying of people on Yom Kippur 
and hearing dreadful stories from our circle of friends. 
I got to be an extra in an Arthur Rank film THE SEARCH 
which starred Montgomery Clift (whom I got to meet and 
talk to) and Jamila Novotna, met Baron Rothschild and 
apart from a teacher slapping my face and calling me “a 
bloody Jew”, I loved school.
All refugees had to report to the police every six months.  
After the war ended there was pressure on all refugees to 
leave Switzerland if they had relatives elsewhere.
My mother (at that time my parents were divorced) had a 
brother who was living in New Zealand.   She decided to 
get as far away from Europe as possible….and managed 
this by uprooting us and going there in 1949.
I have scanned a picture of my mum and me walking along 
the shores of Lake Zurich. The “Sabina” brochure was 
from the airplane.
We lived in Wellington, New Zealand for three years. 
I attended Wellington East Girls’ High School. The only 
English words I knew were “Can I have some chewing 
gum please”.  Within two years I topped my English class.  
There were not many foreigners in NZ at that time and I 
was treated as rather an exotic specimen.   My mother 
thought that Jewish life there was somewhat limited. 
Although we had a nice flat and she had a good job – again 
we left and arrived in Melbourne in 1952, knowing only 2 

people.
Leave taking from Switzerland for me was the most 
traumatic experience. I recently re-read a note I have that 
a Teacher in Zurich gave me on my last day at school 
with instructions to not open it until I was on the plane. It 
reads: “remember everything can be taken away from you 
except what is in your mind”. Some lollies were enclosed 
with the encouragement to think of my classmates every 
time I ate one.
Time has passed and I am the proud mother of two 
daughters who are a credit to humankind, four naches-
inducing grandchildren, two grand cats and a dog.

Susi Bendel

My mother and I walking along the shores 
of Lake Zurich.

The holy days seems extra pertinent 
as we are in spring, a time of year 
for new beginnings, a renewal of 
Planet Earth and, above all, our faith 
in the future and in understanding..
I feel my poem, included with my 
message, sums up my feelings of 
hope, faith and trust. The faith as 
I gazed out at the birch trees near 
my camp in the Soviet gulags. A 

faith that I would one day, despite no indications of its 
ever happening, I would be free and able to live in freedom 

somewhere in this wide world - a place that would take 
me and all survivors away from the hell holes in which we 
were trapped.
Australia and Australians gave me this opportunity to live 
my once seemingly impossible dream.
I am glad more and more youngsters and adults are visiting 
the Jewish Holocaust Centre and learning its messages 
of hope and faith and never forgetting. The Yom Kippur 
message.
I hope you have a good year with your loved ones.

Eva Marks

Shana Tova to all child survivors



VOLUME 5 No. 3, SEPTEMBER 2017                                                                                                                               CONNECTIONS

4

Marietta Elliott-Kleerkoper’s poems and photography

Once our home had no garden

we planted nearly all native 

trees

except for three

they’ve  grown to have a special

meaning  for me

as a child, I was a prisoner

of war

In a Siberian slave labour camp

there were many silver birches

reaching to the sky

I thought I heard them sigh

freedom.

Now when I gaze at the silver birch

which I planted outside

my bedroom window,

I stretch to it my hand

with love and thanks

for being  in this land.

My second tree is a lilac tree

with its heady perfume

it reminds me

of my birthplace in spring

Vienna.

And then the third

my third tree the magnolia

in memory of our daughter

its blooms often blown from the tree

before they have fully opened

so pure and white graceful

yet fragile

like a butterfly at dawn

sensing the oncoming dusk.

Eva Marks

Poem - “White Magnolia”

Marietta Elliott-Kleerkoper’s exhibition of poems and photographs, ‘A Perfect Distortion' may be viewed (any time day or 
night!) at the Olivia Newton-John’s cancer and wellness centre, 3rd floor, Austin Hospital, Studley Road, Heidelberg.
The main inspiration for the photographs was the Darebin Parklands, Alphington, near her home in Fairfield. The photographs, 
however, are predominantly abstract and the ‘distortions’ refer to shadows and reflections created by the vagaries of wind 
and water. 
The photographs are for sale: $250 framed and $150 unframed. For further information, please contact her at mkleer72@
gmail.com or 0419 159 337.

Flotsam M with tree shadow Trunks

mailto:mkleer72%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mkleer72%40gmail.com?subject=


JHC Calendar of Events
Thursday 14 September, 11.15am

JHC Social Club Guest Speaker: Dr Danny Lamm
President, Zionist Federation of Australia

“Israel and the Middle East... Prospects for Peace”
Venue: Jewish Holocaust Centre
Barbara Sacks on 0404 224 498 or

barbaras9@bigpond.com
Office: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Sunday 17 September, 2.00pm
Shostakovich 13 - Babi Yar

75th Anniversary Commemorative Concert
Zelman Symphony Orchestra

Arts Centre Melbourne, Hamer Hall
Book Online: www.artscentremelbourne.com.au

Sunday 17 September, 5.45pm
Public Lecture: Merav Michaeli MK

Rudolph Kastner: My Grandfather’s Story
Venue: Jewish Holocaust Centre

Entry: $10.00 
Online Booking: https://www.trybooking.com/RWLA

Office: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Wednesday 20 September
Erev Rosh Hashanah
MUSEUM CLOSED

Thursday 21 September
Rosh Hashanah

MUSEUM CLOSED

Friday 22 September
Rosh Hashanah

MUSEUM CLOSED

Sunday 24 September, 4.00pm
JHC Film Club

“Defiant Requiem” 2012  88 mins,
USA/UK/Czech Republic

Guest Speaker:  Irma Hanner,
JHC Holocaust Survivor Guide and survivor of 
Theresienstadt (Terezin) Concentration Camp

Entry: $10.00
Venue: Jewish Holocaust Centre

Enquiries: 9528 1985 or admin@jhc.org.au

Friday 29 September
Erev Yom Kippur

MUSEUM CLOSED

Wednesday 4 October
Erev Sukkot

MUSEUM OPEN 10.00AM - 2.00PM

Thursday 5 October
Sukkot

MUSEUM CLOSED

Friday 6 October
Sukkot

MUSEUM CLOSED
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In this morning’s crisp heat
shadows

prove elusive - how to freeze
the moment

as branches shift
in their pendulum sway

how to judge
a perfect distortion

cast by the sun’s
angle of light

and there’s my own
dark overshadow

Marietta Elliott-Kleerkoper

Poem - “A Perfect Distortion”

mailto:barbaras9%40bigpond.com?subject=
mailto:admin%40jhc.org.au?subject=
http://www.artscentremelbourne.com.au
https://www.trybooking.com/RWLA
mailto:admin%40jhc.org.au?subject=
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JHC Social Club: Dr Danny Lamm
Guest Speaker

DR DANNY LAMM
President, Zionist Federation of Australia

"Israel and The Middle East... Prospects for Peace"

Thursday 14 September 2017

Time: 11.15am

Dr Danny Lamm has served as the President of the Zionist Federation of Australia since 2014. Under Dr Lamm’s 
leadership, the Zionist Federation of Australia has further developed its capacity and effectiveness in hasbarah, leadership 
development, engagement with general communal leaders and in the provision of a range of activities and services to 
connect people from the Jewish community more strongly with Israel.

JHC Film Club: "Defiant Requieum"
Sunday 24 September, 4.00pm

"Defiant Requiem" (2012) 85 mins, USA/UK/Czech Republic. Directed by Dough Shultz.

Guest Speaker: Irma Hanner, JHC Holocaust survivor of the Theresienstadt Concentration 
Camp

Defiant Requiem, a feature-length documentary film highlights the most dramatic example of 
intellectual and artistic courage in the Theresienstadt (Terezín) Concentration Camp during World War 
Two: the remarkable story of Rafael Schächter, a brilliant, young Czech conductor who was arrested 
and sent to Terezín in 1941. He demonstrated moral leadership under the most brutal circumstances, 

determined to sustain courage and hope for his fellow prisoners by enriching their souls through great music.

Public Lecture: Merav Michaeli MK
Guest Speaker

MERAV MICHAEL MK
Knesset Member & Journalist

'Rudolph Kastner: My Grandfather’s Story'

Thursday 17 September 2017

Time: 5.45pm

Merav Michaeli is the granddaughter of Dr Israel (Rudolf) Kastner, controversial Jewish Hungarian journalist and lawyer 
who lobbied in Budapest and elsewhere to save the lives of Jews from their deaths during the Holocaust. Merav will talk 
about her grandfather and his Holocaust story. Merav Michaeli is an Israeli Knesset Member, former journalist, TV and radio 
personality. She is in Australia as a guest of Ameinu and Habonim Dror.

The ABC iView link below allows child survivors who 
missed the documentary Silent Witnesses, shown 
recently on the ABC TV Compass program, to have an 
opportunity to watch the program.
http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/compass/
RN1611H027S00
Silent Witnesses shows how child survivors have used 

their traumatic childhood experiences to help other children 
to deal with bullying as well as educate non Jewish school 
children on the true story of what happened to child 
survivors during the Holocaust.
Filmed by documentary maker Judy Menczel who lives in 
Sydney, the Melbourne child survivor group is represented 

by Dr Paul Valent and Viv Parry.

ABC Compass program – Silent Witnesses

http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/compass/RN1611H027S00
http://iview.abc.net.au/programs/compass/RN1611H027S00

