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Dear Child Survivors of the Holocaust,
We do hope you are well and your 
loved ones are managing a little better 
now that we are once again out of 
lockdown. Even though we are apart 
physically we have been thinking 
about you and how resilient our Child 

Survivors are. You have been through so much from your 
earliest years; at the least it must have been some sort of 
preparation for knowing the world isn’t always as perfect 
a place as we hoped or wished for.

Irma Hanner OAM:
One of our own, Irma Hanner has received an OAM for 
her service to the JHC including her devotion to guiding 
(Irma also inspires the Aboriginal men I bring to the JHC) 
Irma we congratulate you and wish you many more years 
in your wonderful role, for all our sakes.

CSH brand new website!
We are delighted to let you know the new CSH website 
is up and running. We acknowledge Jayne Josem, JHC 
Director; Jennifer Maxwell Levitt, JHC Engagement 
Manager; and Robbie Simmons, JHC Digital Media 
Producer, for their support for this important project. 

The WFJCSH&D (USA) asked for a message from each 
CSH group; here is our CSH letter that has gone out 
worldwide today!

Thank you for all the responses from our member 
groups! We will be sending copies of the news from 
all of you once a week in these emails. Below is the 
response from Viv Parry in Australia:
Greetings from the Child Survivors of the Holocaust 
Group, Melbourne, Australia. We are grateful for this 
opportunity to say hello to our global CSH family.
2020 has been a very difficult year for Melbournians; 

we spent many months in strict 
lockdown because of the covid 19 
situation. 
We had a nightly curfew (could 
not leave the house after 8.00 pm 
at night until 5.00 am the next 
morning) as well as no visitors to 
the house, only allowed out for 2 hours a day for 
exercise and shopping and masks to be worn indoors 
as well as outside. It was lonely for so many of our 
CSH separated from family and friends but we got 
through to the other side and now our members await 
the vaccine that will hopefully give us greater freedom 
this year.
We still managed to mail out our CSH ‘Connections’ 
newsletters to keep our members up to date and in 
touch. Having the time in lockdown to focus on areas 
in need of a refresh we are excited to share with you 
all our Child Survivors of the Holocaust Melbourne 
website. Here is the link: https://www.jhc.org.au/child-
survivors-of-the-holocaust/ 
This website created by Jewish Holocaust Centre’s 
Digital Media Producer, Robbie Simmons, with 
content supplied by myself and Lena Fiszman (our 
Vice President). I am particularly pleased and proud 
of the result. You will find all the CSH newsletter 
‘Connections’ editions there (2013 - 2020) as well as 
other interesting sections including ‘In Memorium’, 
where we include our dear departed CSH members. It 
is a sad section but our members are pleased they will 
stay within our group, in perpetuity.
We missed out on the opportunity to have our CSH 
30th Birthday party; we are ever hopeful this long-
awaited reunion to celebrate our group’s milestone 
anniversary will happen at the end of this year. 
On behalf of our 265 Child Survivor members here 
in Melbourne, we send you all a warm hug and want 
you to know we are thinking of you and wishing you a 
happy healthy 2021.
Kind regards,
Viv Parry, President & Lena Fiszman, Vice President
Child Survivors of the Holocaust Group  

Thanks for sharing!

WFNU

World Federation News Update
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 Open Letter to CSH from Dr Tony Weldon, Chairman, Courage to Care
As Chair of B’nai B’rith 
Courage to Care (Vic.) 
since 2005, I have 
always appreciated the 
excellent relationship 
that our organisation 
has established with 
the Jewish Holocaust 

Centre. The essential contribution of a number of 
Holocaust survivors to our Programs (both our well-
established Secondary Years and our new Middle Years 
Program) is well recognised and a number of child 
survivors in the past and currently have shared their 
experiences with students. It was in 2000 when this 
Program developed an educational focus and over the 
years since then over 142,000 Victorian students have 
participated in our Programs.
Personally, I am not a Holocaust survivor but both my 
parents and my wife’s parents were refugees from 
Vienna who were fortunate to be among those who 
were able to obtain visas to this lucky country after the 
Anschlüss. However, they all suffered the humiliation 
that the Nazis brought to Austria for Jews with my 
mother being forced to scrub the streets and being 
excluded from University. My four grandparents also left 
Austria but none survived – my paternal grandfather in 
Vichy France, my maternal grandmother in Terezin and 
my maternal grandfather and paternal grandmother in 
Auschwitz with no record of their precise fates. My wife 
Viv’s family were more fortunate with her father having 
been able to obtain visas for their parents, a brother and 
his wife. The story of Viv’s great aunt and her son (Hedy 
& Gabriel Balcone) is included in Volume 1 of the Courage 
to Care Anthologies edited by Julie Meadows. 
However, as a result of my family background I have 
always been very aware of the circumstances of the 
Holocaust and, particularly the good fortune that I 
was born, raised and offered all the advantages of 
this welcoming country.  Gratitude for this has been 
expressed through my commitment to Courage to 

Care whose fundamental message is the importance 
of standing up against prejudice, discrimination, racism 
and bullying. It is the story of the Righteous Among 
the Nations and others like them who, under the most 
dangerous and threatening of circumstances, were not 
willing to be passive bystanders to what was happening 
to their fellow man. I believe that it is only through the 
education of as many as possible of our citizens, and 
particularly the next generation, of the dangers of those 
ugly aspects of humanity that can prevent further similar 
atrocities. As mentioned, a number of Holocaust survivors 
have, over the years, shared their experiences with our 
audiences. With the evolution of our Program, it is those 
survivors who owe their lives to the actions of others 
whom we introduce to students. We make it very clear 
both to volunteers who may be willing to share their 
story and to the schools that we visit that we are not 
primarily an exhibition and program about the Holocaust 
- that this is the purpose and function of the Holocaust 
Centre. Our goal is to introduce the circumstances under 
which non-Jews made their fateful choice to help their 
Jewish neighbour, friend or stranger – to highlight the 
only positive aspect to that tragic period of human history; 
positive, in that it showed the very best aspects of human 
behaviour in direct contrast to the very worst.
With the passing of time, we have made the decision to 
also include custodians of these stories – generally the 
sons or daughters of those who survived as a result of 
the actions of some like the Righteous. We also include 
the children of a small number of those named as 
Righteous to speak of the actions of their parent. 
The very condensed version of these experiences 
forms one segment of our overall 110-minute Program. 
Students are also introduced to a range of other “heroes” 
from those times, including the story of William Cooper 
as well as heroes of other genocides. However, the 
major segment of the Program is a facilitation session 
with a trained volunteer where we aim to move from 
consideration of the past to the world of the student 
today, challenging them to consider their own personal 

Max Arpels-Lezer & Stefanie Seltzer 
WFJCSH&D (USA)

CSH, Halina Robinson
We are sad to let you know of the passing of CSH Halina 
Robinson. Halina moved to Sydney some years ago but 
stayed in touch with our group including flying down 
to Melbourne for a CSH annual reunion.  Halina was a 
prolific writer and her life story was published in three 
separate autobiographies commencing with “a Cork on 

the waves”. On behalf of our CSH Melbourne group 
members we send our sincere condolences to Halina’s 
family.

On behalf of myself, Lena (CSH Vice President) and Mary 
Slade (Committee member), we wish you and yours Chag 
Sameah for Pesach! 
Warm hugs.

Viv Parry, Lena Fiszman &
Mary Slade
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stance in the face of prejudice, discrimination, racism or 
bullying that they may witness. Are they going to be the 
passive bystander or are they, taking the example from 
the brave individuals they have learnt about, going to have 
the “courage to care” and become upstanders in a safe 
manner?
We continue to seek new volunteers in a wide range of 
roles to contribute to this well-regarded Program which 

in 2020, for the second time, received an Excellence 
in Education Award from the Victorian Multicultural 
Commission. If interested please contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Lisa Lewis at volunteer.coordinator@
couragetocare.org.au or at 9533 0955.

Dr. Tony Weldon OAM, FRACP
Chairman  B’nai B’rith Courage to Care (Vic.) Inc.

From Lena’s Desk
Dear Child Survivors,
I wanted to share with you a fascinating article that was
recently published by Ha’aretz newspaper about the new
Child Survivors exhibition at Yad Vashem.
Don’t Let the Smiles of These Children Survivors of
the Holocaust Mislead You
A new online photography exhibition at Yad Vashem
examines the lives of Jewish children right after the
Holocaust
Smiles, games, dances; hikes and fun. The photographs
on display in “My Lost Childhood,” the new exhibition on
the Yad Vashem website, present an aspect of the post-
Holocaust renaissance that is full of life.
About 1.5 million children were murdered in the
Holocaust, but tens of thousands survived in camps,
forests, monasteries, Christian homes, various hiding
places, and in the streets. Some children were found still
alive in the concentration camps after the war.
“Children and teenagers experienced the Holocaust in
all its brutality: in ghettos, in camps, in hiding, wandering
from place to place, and on the death marches. They
were the victims of abuse, humiliation, forced labor,
starvation, neglect, and in some cases, even medical
experimentation. Most of them lost their loved ones and
were robbed of their childhood,” Yad Vashem writes in
the text accompanying the exhibition.
After the war, some of these children were brought
to children’s shelters established in Poland, Hungary,
Holland, Germany and France. Some of them were
privately operated, others were established by
movements and organizations. The exhibit tells the
stories of seven of these homes established across
Europe in the immediate aftermath of the Holocaust.
The people who received the children in the shelters
were often not much older, usually aged 17 to 25.
Many were former counsellors and members of the
pioneer youth movements. Their inexperience in formal
childcare was compensated by the fact that they too
were Holocaust survivors, and could empathize with the
children. These children’s shelters were the last stop
before most of them immigrated to Palestine, or to other

destinations.
These children did not go to kindergarten or school, didn’t
get to play, to be spoiled by their families, or live in a safe,
secure environment. For many of these children, the 
photos on display in the exhibition are their only childhood 
pictures. The smiling faces can be misleading. Behind 
them are terrible stories. 
Many were orphaned, and had become “adults in 
children’s bodies,” as they themselves testified.
“Those who survived under assumed identities and 
thanks to the kindness of strangers lived in perpetual 
terror of their Jewish identity being discovered, of being 
informed on, and of being caught and taken away along 
with their rescuers,” Yad Vashem explains.  They lived 
in the fear that the people concealing them would tire of 
them or become too frightened to keep them; they had to 
change their habits, relinquish their parents, their names, 
their religion and sometimes their mother tongue. “In 
order to survive, they learned to be silent, to suppress 
their feelings and to trust no one,” the website says.
Renee Kochman (Renia Baff), who lived at a children’s 
home in Blankenese, Hamburg, wrote after the 
Holocaust: “I emerged from the death camps after 
enduring the most terrible experience ever recorded in 
history, damaged in body and spirit. After indescribable 
losses – my family, my childhood and my friends – I was 
overwhelmed with emotional and physical pain. The 

At a children’s home in Otwock, Poland. Yad Vashem 
archive.
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Children with caretakers in Zabrze, Poland, hav-
ing a swim. Yad Vashem archive.

Children from the Zabrze children’s home, exercising while on 
vacation. Yad Vashem archive.

Shooting bows and arrows at the Lag B’Omer festivities 
at a children’s home in Hungary. Yad Vashem archive.

Children in a Blankenese children’s home have an outing 
on the Elba. Yad Vashem archive. 

Kinderheim [children’s home] in Blankenese restored 
part of my lost childhood to me. It became my home. My 
teachers and the other girls I met became my friends and 
my family.”
Prominent among the children’s homes seen in the 
exhibition is the one in Zakopane, Poland, run by Lena 
Kuchler, who later became famous thanks to her book 
“My 100 Children.” Also interesting is the story of 
Yeshayahu Drucker, a member of the chaplaincy in 
the Polish army, who collected Jewish children from 
Christians and brought them to a children’s home in 
Zabrze as a one-man “children’s redemption project.”
The story of the youth village in Hungary, established 
by the Bnei Akiva religious Zionist youth movement, is 

an exception. The children who stayed there enjoyed an 
estate with a swimming pool, an artificial lake and even a 
private island. 
“This exhibition sheds light on what Jewish children had 
to endure in order to survive and then rebuild their lives,” 
states Dana Porath, Director of the Digital Department in 
Yad Vashem’s Communications Division. “But above all, 
it tells the story of the resilience of these children”.
Click here for the exhibition, which was posted on the 
Yad Vashem website to mark International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on January 27.

Ofer Aderet
Ha’aretz
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Eva Marks Obituary

A zest for life in the face of adversity
Eva Marks July 1, 1932-January 27, 
2020
Shakespeare asked, “What’s in a 
name?” With hers a derivation from 
the Hebrew name meaning “life”, 
“living one” or “full of life”, our 
Eva will always be remembered as 
absolutely that. A creative, vibrant 
Viennese woman, Eva Marks’ 
indomitable spirit touched all who 

knew and loved her.
Having endured unthinkable human atrocity as a child, 
she spent much of her adult life fulfilling what she felt an 
obligation, to serve the community that had given her a 
new and rewarding life.
Born to Austrian parents Erna and Robert Maas in Vienna 
in 1932, Eva’s early years as cosseted only child were 
ended abruptly at six when the Nazis entered Austria 
in 1938. She followed mother and grandmother to 
Latvia, travelling half the journey alone on a swastika-
covered biplane. When the Germans invaded Russia, 
Eva was transported with her mother, grandmother and 
stepfather for six weeks in a locked cattle train to the 
dreaded gulags - first Siberia, then Kazakhstan, where she 
remained as slave labour from the age of nine to 15.
During these years Eva’s incredible fighting spirit and 
formidable will to survive was fortified. Her transition 
from Viennese dumpling to fair dinkum Aussie was 
marked dramatically by this horrific yet formative time and 
was the making of the remarkable woman Eva became. 
Her continued transformation into craftsperson, author, 
volunteer and public speaker only further serves to 
illustrate Eva’s “fullness of life”, despite the trauma that 
cruelly cut her childhood short.
Eva’s appendix was removed at 11 (so as to retain her 
for slave labour) tied to a table with no anaesthetic 
administered. She was rescued from a cesspool, 
survived scarlet fever. She witnessed the unimaginable, 
unspeakable.
Along with mother, grandmother and stepfather, Eva 
survived the Holocaust. More than 60 other members 
of her family perished. Liberated in 1947, Eva returned 
to Vienna, completing matriculation before sailing to 
Australia aged 17 on invitation of her father who had 
settled in Melbourne and owned St Kilda’s Victory 
restaurant.
Eva met Stan Marks, a reporter and journalist, at her 

father’s restaurant on her second night in Melbourne. 
It was love at first sight. In London’s St Pauls Cathedral 
Whispering Gallery Stan proposed. His question carried 
around the dome to where Eva stood opposite. Her 
answer returned immediately: “Yes 1 will!” Eva wed 
aged 19.
Eva came from a line of strong, creative women. Her 
first five years were spent surrounded by gatherings of 
creatives and with toys made by family. Eva’s lifelong 
love of making and sharing craft had its beginnings in her 
attempt to reclaim a childhood cruelly snatched away. 
Newlywed in London, she returned to those foundations, 
fashioning creatures for a Mayfair toyshop. Her favourite 
toy personality was a donkey, stubborn and smart - just 
like her. Eva Marks.
Eva travelled extensively with Stan in his journalistic 
pursuits. Daughter Lee was born in Montreal in 1952, 
Peter three years later back in Melbourne. Eva taught 
soft toy making at CAE, donating her creations to the 
children’s hospital. When classes ceased, her dedicated 
needlewomen visited her home monthly for a working 
luncheon to continue their creative commitment. She 
worked as craft editor for New Idea among other 
publications. She exhibited her tactile wall hangings and 
created beautiful pottery pieces.
Eva’s love of language was extensive. Self-taught in 
English, she read a page of the dictionary each day, 
beating Stan at Scrabble every time. Her fondness 
for arts was palpable, finding inspiration, comfort and 
delight in music and film. A gregarious, lively woman 
with an infectious sense of humour spoken in an exotic 
Viennese accent, she made friends wherever she went. 
She presented homemade European cakes religiously to 
visitors. Her dinner parties became renowned, and her 
laughter too, shaking even the chair she sat in.
At only 45, Eva’s life was again racked with trauma. 
Daughter Lee died unexpectedly at 25. She and Stan 
adopted Lee’s daughter, becoming Caitlin’s legal parents. 
Eva has credited her creativity, friendships and humour 
with guiding her through her profound grief.
Her interests turned to educating the public on the 
horrors of war and discrimination, to foster understanding 
and peace. Eva became a volunteer guide at the Jewish 
Museum. She truly found her voice, and kindred, when 
going on to volunteer with the  Holocaust Centre. She 
then held the  role of deputy curator with pride there 
for 17 years. Heavily involved in many of the centre’s 
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exhibitions and projects, she also addressed thousands 
in her talks including to schools, churches, Probus, U3A 
and Rotary. She instigated a time capsule and created 
a poignant wall hanging with a fellow volunteer that 
remains on view at the centre today.
Eva was a founder member of the Child Survivors of 
the Holocaust with others including Dr Paul Valent, 
who became like a brother to her in their friendship. ln 
2002, Makor Library published A Patchwork Life, Eva’s 
autobiography, a moving account of her experience 
of life as a survivor of the Holocaust, reaching an 
audience of thousands. Also chosen as one of only 11 
inspirational women world  wide, Eva featured in artist 
Lynette Wallworth’s acclaimed installation Evolution of 
Fearlessness.
Eva received many awards including as first female and 
Australian recipient of the Austrian Service Abroad for her 
outstanding contribution to Holocaust commemoration, 
leadership in life and unwavering optimism in the face 
of overwhelming hardship. Former prime minister Julia 
Gillard’s congratulatory letter extolled Eva as “a long-time 
torch-bearer for the victims and survivors of World War 
11”.

Eva died on January 27, 2020, the 75th anniversary of 
the liberation of Auschwitz. Eva has finally herself been 
liberated from the trauma she carried with her. The 
song played to her as she passed was Blue Danube - 
the  theme tune not only of her favourite film, Kubrick’s 
Space Odyssey, but also her birthplace. Eva died as she 
lived - with true fighting spirit, surrounded by the love she 
created in her family, and with her toys.
All in Eva’s life who remain remember her with deep 
admiration and joy for her strength and tenacity, 
creativity, humour and zest for life in the face of adversity 
and beyond. Her family - husband Stan, daughter Lee 
(dec.), son Peter, half  brother Henry, grandchildren Claire, 
Alistair, Nicholas and great-grandson Aubrey - have and 
will continue to carry these traits with them to the next 
generations ensuring her legacy will always live on.
Eva lived with a compelling passion and sense of humour, 
despite everything. “We make plans,” she liked to joke, 
“and God laughs!” She also said regularly: “ln life there is 
no dress rehearsal, just the one act. Best make the most 
of it!”
Eva Marks truly did.

Written by Caitlin Marks with Stan and Peter Marks.


