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Dear Child Survivors of the Holocaust,  
We trust you and yours are well 
and enjoying the warmer days. Had 
the pleasure of visiting the new 
Melbourne Holocaust Museum 
building last week. (Built on the 
old museum site in Selwyn Street 

Elsternwick)  The interior of the museum, including the 
exhibition space should be completed by May/June next 
year. Please read on to discover the CSH Invitation to a 
preview of the new Museum, we do hope you will join 
us. 

I have had the privilege as executor 
on behalf of the Estate of the late 
Leslie Klemke to make a donation to 
the Melbourne Holocaust Museum. 
These funds will be used exclusively 
for the benefit of the Child Survivors of 
the Holocaust, Melbourne group. Our 
CSH group can look forward to continuing support from 
the Melbourne Holocaust Museum for years to come. 
Wishing you all a Chag Sameah!  

Viv and Lena.

El t i k) Th i t support from

From Lena’s Desk:  ‘Holocaust survivor left on a bench as a baby
fi nds new family at 80’

When Alice Grusová was a baby, her parents left her on 
a train station bench, with no idea of what would become 
of her. 
It was June 1942 and this was the last desperate act by 
Marta and Alexandr Knapp to save their daughter as their 
attempt to escape what was then Czechoslovakia ended 
in disaster. 
The couple had fled Prague, but when their train drew 
into Pardubice, eastern Bohemia, Nazi soldiers boarded in 
search of fleeing Jews. 
Grusová – her married name – never saw her parents 
again. They were arrested and sent to Theresienstadt 
concentration camp, from where they were later deported 
to Auschwitz and murdered. Her brother from her father’s 
previous marriage was also killed there. 
It might have been their infant daughter’s fate too, had it 
not been for their high-stakes gamble. This year, Grusová 
celebrated her 81st birthday – as well as her 60th 
wedding anniversary with husband Miroslav. Living in 
Prague, they have three sons, six grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren. 
This, she had always felt, was the sum total of her family, 
but earlier this year the retired pediatric nurse traveled to 
Israel where she reconnected with her Jewish heritage 
and met her only surviving first cousin – as well as a 
wider family she didn’t know existed. 
“I was most shocked when I found out, when I was 80, 
that I have such a large family,” she said in an emotional 
video call with CNN. 

“I am just sad this didn’t 
come earlier,” added 
Grusová, who has battled 
cancer, hepatitis and a 
spinal surgery. 
The reunion occurred 
thanks to the efforts of a 
curious woman 5,000 miles 
away in South Africa, during 
the initial stages of the 
pandemic. The incredible 
story has now been shared 
by online genealogy site MyHeritage. 
With so much of life on hold, Michalya Schonwald Moss 
delved into her family history on MyHeritage. She had 
always known her family had been decimated in the 
Holocaust, but nothing prepared her for the discovery that 
120 of her relatives were murdered at Auschwitz. 
Yet out of the unimaginable darkness, a tiny and most 
unexpected ray of hope emerged. With the help of 
professional genealogists in both Slovakia and Israel, she 
unearthed the incredible tale of one survivor: Grusová. 
Having been found on the station bench, the one-year-
old girl was initially placed in an orphanage. Grusová, 
who has no memory of her parents, was later moved to 
Theresienstadt. She recalled: “There was a nice woman 
who was taking care of us. I only remember glimpses 
from that time. 
“And then I remember when I got sick with typhoid 

Alice Grusová as a baby.
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and the workers there had to 
protect me from the Germans. 
“I remember they were telling 
me to be silent or the bad 
Germans would come and kill 
us.” 
Incredibly, she survived and 
after the war was reunited with 
her mother’s younger sister 
Edith – or Editka as she calls 
her – who survived Auschwitz 
by being transferred to a labour 
camp. 
Her voice cracking with 
emotion, Grusová recalled her 
aunt, who like many Nazi camp 

survivors had her identity number tattooed on her arm. 
She said: “She was so beautiful, she was slim, she had 
the tattoo. But I didn’t understand that at the time.” 
At first, the pair lived together in Czechoslovakia, but in 
1947 her aunt emigrated to what was then Palestine. For 
reasons that remain unclear, Grusová was left behind and 
put up for adoption. 
“I was six when my aunt left Czechoslovakia and I came 
to my new parents,” she said. “As a child, I was very sad 
that my aunt left. I didn’t understand why she didn’t take 
me with her. 
“I was in contact with her for a while. She got married 
and had a son, whom I last saw in a picture when he 
was two years old.” But the correspondence with Edith 
petered out, and in 1966 “we lost each other,” she said. 
Grusová never knew what happened to her aunt – until 
her son Jan, who speaks English, translated a surprising 
email his parents received from Schonwald Moss in 
2021. He and his wife had spent years trying to trace his 
mother’s cousin, without success. 
But with the help of professional researchers, Schonwald 
Moss had not only uncovered Grusová’s incredible tale 
but had also found that cousin – Edith’s son, Yossi Weiss, 
now 67 and living in the Israeli city of Haifa. 
Weiss and Grusová “met” online last year, alongside 
other members of the newly discovered family tree. 
Weiss had known nothing of his cousin and his own 
life had been blighted by tragedy – having lost both his 
mother and his son to suicide. 
Over the summer, Grusová flew to Israel with her 
husband, their son Jan and his wife Petra to meet Weiss 
and members of his wider family, including Schonwald 
Moss, who had traveled from South Africa for the 
occasion. 
Grusová told CNN: “They wanted to meet me and come 
to visit me, but my cousin has cancer and he can’t travel. 

“I was scared of the long 
journey at my age,” she 
said. “Now I am so pleased 
I went. I am just sad this 
didn’t come earlier. 
“If it wasn’t for Covid, I 
would have never found out 
I have such a big family.” 
Grusová – who speaks 
neither Hebrew nor English 
– communicated with her 
new-found relatives via an 
interpreter. Together they 
visited her late aunt’s grave, 
the Theresienstadt museum 
and the World Holocaust Remembrance Center at Yad 
Vashem, where she recorded her personal testimony and 
was also filmed for an Israeli news channel. 
Simmy Allen, head of international media at Yad Vashem, 
was there at the time. He told CNN that it was a “very 
emotional gathering,” adding: “The idea that the family 
was uniting and different sides of the family were really 
discovering their roots and coming to Yad Vashem to 
solidify that, so that their ancestors have a place that will 
remember them in perpetuity.” 
Grusová said: “My family increased in size a lot. And 
Michalya keeps finding more and more relatives.” 
Weiss told CNN he had known little about his mother’s 
earlier life and was unable to explain why she left his 
cousin behind when she moved to what was then 
Palestine. 
“From the little bit she told me I knew she worked in a 
factory and she came back to the city after the war and 
she was lucky to survive,” he said. “I knew she was 
married before and her husband was killed on the Russian 
front but I didn’t know the chapter of finding Alice.” 
Of their reunion, he said: “I made sure I had private time 
with Alice. 
“We opened up the issue of my mother coming to Israel 
and Alice staying behind and agreed that things were 
complicated.” 
The question will forever remain unanswered, though 
Weiss has tried to make sense of it. “My mother was a 
Holocaust survivor coming back from the camps at the 
age of 25 and had just lost her husband. Alice was five. 
My mother couldn’t provide her home, school, food and 
everything,” he said. 
Perhaps she thought her niece would have been better 
off with adoptive parents, he added. 
“It hurts me on a personal level because sometimes I 
fantasize about ‘what if,’” he said. 
Grusová felt similarly: “Of course I thought about what 

Grusová’s parents 

with her half-brother 

René. All three 

were murdered at 

Auschwitz.

Courtesy Alice Grusová 

Grusová as a child, with 

her mother’s younger 

sister Edith, who survived 

being sent to Auschwitz.

Courtesy Alice Grusová 
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my life would have been. 
As a child, I was very sad 
that my aunt left. I didn’t 
understand why she didn’t 
take me with her.” 
“My cousin tried to 
explain,” she added. 
“She was young, her life 
was saved by a miracle. 
I am not blaming her for 
anything.” 
Of the reunion with 
Grusová, Weiss said: “She 
wanted very much to see 
my mother’s grave. It was 

very important to her and part of the closure.” 
Being at Yad Vashem with Grusová when she recorded 
her testimony was particularly poignant, he said. “It was 
very emotional and not easy for anyone.” 
Schonwald Moss agreed. “It was one of the most 
extraordinary, intimate, emotionally healing experiences 
of my life,” she told CNN. 
The family is now in talks with Steven Spielberg’s USC 

Shoah Foundation, which plans to record Alice’s video 
testimony in the new year. 
“To discover that one family member had survived 
that we never knew about, and that she was still alive 
and living in Prague, was as if we had found a living 
ghost. And then to discover her story was especially 
heartbreaking,” said Schonwald Moss. 
“By having her anew in our lives, she’s taught us what 
living looks like. Every day is a repair for our family. And 
thanks to Alice and the sparkle in her eyes and the love 
she emanates, we have become a family again.” 
Roi Mandel, MyHeritage’s director of research, welcomed 
the outcome for Grusová and her family. “Alice’s story 
is the story of many who survived the war and assumed 
they were left alone in the world, not knowing that there 
was another branch that survived,” he said. 
“Decades of disconnection as a result of the Iron Curtain 
that was raised over Eastern Europe, have come to an 
end thanks to the technology that makes it possible to 
connect pieces of a puzzle that it seemed would never 
come together.” 

By Lianne Kolirin and Ivana Kottasová

CNN 

First cousins Alice Grusová 

and Yossi Weiss had an 

emotional reunion in Israel 

over the summer.

Michalya Schonwald Moss 

Greetings from the Jewish Holocaust Centre, Museum Director & CEO

Dear Child Survivors,
With the end of year approaching 
we reflect on all that has happened 
over the last 12 months. For the 
Melbourne Holocaust Museum 
(MHM) it has been a big year – 
finishing the building, moving in and 
now installing our exhibitions so that 

we can open to the public around May-June next year.
Throughout the whole rebuilding we have never stopped 
educating students, ensuring each group gets to meet 
a Holocaust survivor. Our wonderful survivor speakers 
have always included many child survivors, and their 
recollections are so powerful and gratefully received by 
the students.
The MHM will be hosting events – big and small - even 
before we fully open our doors and hope to see you at 
many of these. Sara Bloomfield, Director of the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum, visited in November 
to deliver our annual Rosenkranz Oration and she was 
very inspiring. 

At present we are working on installing art throughout the 
museum. Many of the works were created by Holocaust 
survivors, including our precious Child Survivor’s 
Quilt. For conservation reasons we will be creating 
a reproduction for display as the original would need 
expensive conservation treatment and housing in order to 
remain on long-term display. 
We would like to thank the Estate of the late Leslie 
Klemke for supporting the creation of the reproduction, 
as well as supporting Child Survivor activities in general. 
The Melbourne Holocaust Museum is grateful to all its 
supporters as we do not receive government funding for 
our general activities and our mission of preservation and 
dissemination of the history of the Holocaust is vital.
On behalf of the Board, staff and all our volunteers, I wish 
all of you a Happy Hanukah and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year. In 2023 we hope to do more activities in our new 
premises with CSH and look forward to welcoming you to 
the museum soon.

Jayne Josem, Museum Director & CEO
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Irma Hanner has been a member of the CSH group, 
Melbourne for many years. Viv Parry decided to chat with 
Irma to see how she is managing and to discover what 
she is thinking about at this time.
V: Irma have you been to the new Melbourne Holocaust 
Museum?
IH:  Yes, I have been on several occasions and I think it is 
marvellous. It seems so big and wonderfully designed. I 
think the museum is more important than ever now.
V: Why do you feel that Irma, what has changed for you?
IH:  I fear it is history repeating itself with all the global 
problems especially in the Ukraine. The younger 
generations don’t understand as well as we survivors 
do how these situations can become so frightening and 
dangerous; we need to keep telling the story of the 
Holocaust to remind everyone of the lessons of the past.
V: What is happening in your own life at the moment that 
is giving you  pleasure?
IH: My son Bernie and his wife Mary were recently 

joined by my grandson Oscar 
(named after his grandfather, my 
late husband Oscar} travelling to 
Italy to visit the Displaced Persons 
camp Santa Maria di Bagni where 
Oscar lived for two years after the 
war. In fact 3,000 Jewish couples 
were married there. Some of those 
survivors arrived in Australia to 
continue their lives and decided to become guides at the 
Holocaust Centre with me; the late Danka Schnall was 
one of them.
IH: Please send my best wishes to all the CSH and wish 
them good health. I miss our meetings and I am hopeful 
we will have plenty of opportunities into the future to be 
together again. And I look forward to joining you Viv with 
the Aboriginal men you bring to the museum and being 
your guide once again.
Gey Gezunt! Go in health!! Irma Hanner

Connecting with Irma Hanner, 28.10.2022

I joined Courage to Care in early 
March 2020 as the inaugural 
Volunteer Coordinator having 
worked in a similar role in a 
disability support organisation 
previously. My background is in 
law, but I have always been a 
passionate volunteer so I find it 
extremely rewarding to work in 
a role where I can help facilitate 
and guide the volunteering 
journey of others. 

When the opportunity arose to join Courage to Care as 
the Volunteer Coordinator I was delighted as the mission 
and the purpose resonated so keenly with me due to my 
own family history. My paternal late grandmother Guta 
Raskin (nee Mowszowski) was a recipient of a Visa for 
Life from the Japanese Consul to Lithuania Mr Chiune 
Sugihara. Guta was 13 when the war broke out and she 
had fled Bialystok with her mother, father, and younger 
sister once the Russians arrived and lived as a refugee in 
Vilna. 
My great grandfather was at shul in Vilna when he 
fortuitously heard about Mr Sugihara, so the following day 
he travelled with my grandmother to Kovno and queued 
outside Mr Sugihara’s consulate house to secure a visa. 
My grandmother and her family were able to use the visa 
to travel to Moscow and then onto Vladivostok. From 

Vladivostok they travelled to Kobe 
and took a Japanese vessel to 
Cape Town but were not allowed 
to settle there, due to a South 
African government policy not to 
accept Jewish refugees.  
The visa was endorsed by the 
British consul for entry into 
Southern Rhodesia (then a British 
Colony). My great grandfather had 
travelled to Southern Rhodesia 
(now Zimbabwe) in 1938 as he 
was worried about the situation 
in Europe and luckily obtained an 
entry visa to Southern Rhodesia prior to the war. Both my 
parents were born in Bulawayo, and I was born in Cape 
Town. We migrated to Melbourne as a family in 1992.  
Mr Sugihara saved my grandmothers life, and I would 
not be here today if it weren’t for Mr Sugihara having 
the courage and bravery to care. Therefore, it is a 
privilege and an honour to work closely with our Survivor 
Speakers, some of whom you will know such as Louis 
Roller and Dita Gould who bravely and voluntarily tell 
their stories as part of our Upstander Programs to school 
children all over Victoria.  
A few words about Courage to Care....
For thirty years Courage to Care has been educating 
students and the community on the dangers of prejudice, 

Lisa Lewis
Volunteer Relationships Coordinator - Courage to Care

Guta as a young girl 

in pre war Bialystok, 

Poland

Guta as a refugee 

in Bulawayo, 

Southern Rhodesia 

(Zimbabwe) 1945
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racism and discrimination and promoting acceptance 
of diversity. We do this by transforming “Bystander” 
behaviour to “Upstander” action and emphasising that 
each person can make a difference.  Our message is 
universal, non-political, and so far, we have reached over 
150,000 students.
The demand for our programs is as great as ever and we 
are always looking for volunteers to join our team. Please 
feel free to reach out to me if you or any members of 
your family are interested in learning more about how you 
can help us to create a generation of Upstanders. 

Email: Volunteer.coordinator@couragetocare.org.au
Ph: 9533 0955, Mon-Thu 9am-2pm

Ciara, Lisa (Raskin) & Ebony 

Lewis. Guta’s grand daughter 

and great grand daughters 

at the Courage to Care 30th 

Anniversary Exhibition at the 

Ark Centre in May 2022. 

Odette Aronwald 
was born on the 5th 
of December 1924. 
Odette’s family 
lived at 197, Rue de 
Belleville, Paris - 19 
Arrondissment.
Lazar Aronwald 
(Odette’s father) 
owned a small factory 
close by where he 
and his workers made 
raincoats. Regina 
Aronwald, Odette’s 

mother, helped her husband however her main role 
was to look after their children, Odette and her young 
brother Felix. The Aronwald’s were a traditional Jewish 
family. The apartment building on Rue de Belleville had 
twelve apartments, some of the residents were Jewish 
other families were not; they all lived together as a close 
community. Odette went to the local State schools from 
primary grade until her teenage years. The family lived 
comfortably and managed to have a holiday every July 
and August, renting a house in the country side outside 
Paris. During summer Lazar closed his factory early on 
Friday afternoon and joined the family for the weekend, 
returning to Paris on Sunday night.
Odette now 98 years of age, can still feel the warm 
embrace and comfort of her mother’s arms around her; 
for Odette the longing to recapture that warmth remains 
to this day.
Odette’s world as she knew it collapsed around her on 
July 16th, 1942.
Her father was already in hiding; her mother continued 

to maintain their usual 
routine in order not to raise 
suspicion.  A friend with 
connections at the local 
police station sent a warning 
that “the authorities were 
coming to take away anyone 
that might be able to work 
“. Odette was sent to stay 
overnight with a non Jewish 
school friend. The next 
morning a neighbour came 
to tell her that her mother 
and little Felix had been 
taken away. Odette was 
never to see her father, mother or baby brother again.
Alone and terrified Odette managed to locate her 
stepsister, Yvette who was married and pregnant with 
her second child. The plan was for the four of them to try 
to get to the safe zone the “zone libre” near Limoges. 
The plan did not work out as hoped; the man they 
arranged to take them across, let them down. The family 
managed to reach safety; unfortunately Odette could 
not stay with her stepsister and was sent on her own 
to Limoges where the authorities tried to get her a farm 
job. Being small and slight of build Odette was rejected 
as a worker.  With compassion and understanding the 
local priest found a place for Odette to hide, it was the 
convent Filles de la Charite’. Odette looked after the 
young children and worked in the convent kitchen and 
laundry. To blend in with the others at the convent Odette 
attended the daily church services, learning to follow the 
prayers, kneeling and making the sign of the cross at 
precisely the correct time. 

Odette Aronwald – Esther Wise, French Holocaust Survivor

Esther in Paris studio for her 

Australian Landing Permit 

1949.

Esther in 2021



6

VOLUME 11 No.5, NOVEMBER 2022                                                                                                                                CONNECTIONS

The sudden arrest of the 
local Mayor was of grave 
concern to the convent 
elders and Odette and the 
other Jewish girls were 
sent for a short while to 
another convent some 
distance away.
The next move was to 
Saint- Genis-Laval a small 
town, 8 km from Lyon. 
Odette was able to work 
under a false name Odette 
Therese and remained 
there until the Liberation 

of Lyon, 3rd September, 1944. Returning to Paris alone, 
Odette spent weeks at the Hotel Lutetia. Abandoned by 
the German troops after the liberation of Paris, August, 
1944, the Hotel Lutetia became a repatriation centre 
for displaced persons and those returning from German 
concentration camps. Odette waited anxiously by the 
door to be reunited with a family member or anyone at all 
that she knew. With ever increasing desperation.. Odette 
waited anxiously by the Hotel front door to be reunited 
with a family member or anyone at all that she knew. 
With ever increasing desperation and sadness she waited 
in vain. Odette with the help of the welfare agencies 
located her step sister Yvette who had remarried after the 
war (her first husband never returned) and was expecting 
her third child. Odette moved into their tiny apartment 
in Paris as the family planned to immigrate together to 
Australia. Unfortunately only one visa was offered and it 
was decided that Odette would leave for Australia first 
and after the birth of their child, her sister and brother in 
law would follow.
Odette, now known as “Esther “, arrived in Australia 
by ship in May, 1949. It was unlike any place she had 

ever known and without family support and friends the 
going was very difficult. Then Esther received the second 
traumatic news of her short life; her step sister’s family 
had decided to stay in France. Alone again as she had 
been in July 1942, Esther tried desperately to overcome 
her fears. How would she get by with no family, friends, 
money, or education? Esther somehow picked herself 
up, found a job, rented a room in Carlton and had the 
wonderful fortune to meet her husband Chaim Wise, a 
Holocaust survivor; they married January 1st, 1950 and 
became the proud parents of two daughters Brenda and 
Ruth. Life was very hard for Esther, Chaim was ill for 
most of their married life and Esther was left to manage 
the various small businesses they owned over the 
years. Typically, on her wedding day   Esther prepared 
and served the wedding meal for their twenty guests; 
money was tight but as she would do for the rest of her 
life, Esther always managed to create something special 
from very little. She certainly followed her dear mother 
Regina’s caring, selfless ways. 
Esther is well loved by all who are fortunate enough 
to know her. In her 98th year Esther is the proud 
grandmother of three grandchildren and four great grand 
children.
We are all looking forward to meeting His Excellency the 
French Ambassador and Rim in December and the picture 
provided shows Esther receiving the beautiful flowers 
sent by His Excellency during the covid lockdown, 2022. 
Esther would like you to know she is grateful for all that 
life has given her and acknowledges the French people 
who at great personal risk helped her; in particular the 
priest in Limoges whose actions saved her life. However 
the loss of her family especially her parents and baby 
brother Felix, is sadly never far from her thoughts and like 
so many Holocaust survivors Esther will always keep their 
memory close to her heart.

Esther receiving beautiful 

flowers from the French 

Ambassador, 2022.

So, dear child survivors, we have 
survived another year. Not all 
of us and not all of us well, but 
somehow we keep beating the 
odds. We have done incredibly 
well!
Though that is not quite so 

important anymore.   We have passed the baton on to our 
children and grandchildren, and there are ever more of 
them than of us. 
We are glad that they have been spared our childhood 
experiences. More, we can partake of their joys and 
accomplishments, and feel satisfaction in what we have 

contributed to them. Indeed we can count our blessings. 
And, after eight decades, we are still here. Hugs to us all. 
I wish us all a happy, fulfilled, and as healthy as possible 
New Year. 

Dr Paul Valent

Founding President CSH Melbourne

New Year Message to Child Survivors of the Holocaust
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Dear Child Survivors of the Holocaust,
Since our last contact the world has become more 
precarious and the understanding of violence more 
urgent.
I hope my book will contribute to understanding and 
decreasing violence.

Please pass this flyer on to any person or organisation 
you think may be interested. 

Dr Paul Valent

Founding President 

CSH Melbourne 

Information about Paul’s book “Heart of Violence”

 

Available online and in major bookstores

Australian Scholarly Publishing PTY LTD

www.scholarly.info  T: +61 3 9329 6963 E: enquiry@scholarly.info

Post to: P.O. Box 299, Kew Vic 3101  Street Address: 7 Little Lothian St Nth, North Melbourne Vic 3051

ACN 49 079 997 756

Format: Paperback
Price: $44

HEART OF VIOLENCE
WHY PEOPLE HARM EACH OTHER

Paul Valent

Violence is our nemesis, the constant shadow over 
our lives. Its many tentacles range from domestic, 
criminal and sexual violence to gang, group and 
national violence, from murder to war and genocide, 
from terrorism to nuclear war. Recently our world has 
destabilised dramatically, and violence threatens on 
an unprecedented scale.

So far we have been hampered from dealing with 
violence by not having a discipline of violentology. 
Even traumatology, the study of victims of violence, is 
quite recent. Inexorably, Valent, psychiatrist, a leader 
in the field of traumatology took the leap from healing 
the minds of victims to trying to understand the minds 
of perpetrators.

Valent unpicks the minds of perpetrators in each 
field of violence. He develops a three-dimensional 
lens that illuminates violence, whether individual or 
international, instinctive or ideological. We come to 
understand how and why aggressions that helped our 
species to survive now threaten it with extinction.

Valent illustrates his thesis through stories. One 
story interwoven throughout is his own. A child who 
survived the Holocaust, he examines the minds of 
his own perpetrators in his quest to prevent future 
violence. 

Finally, violence for Valent is not an isolated feature 
of the human condition. Surprisingly close to violence 
in the human heart is the struggle for love. Readers will 
also learn about love in this ground-breaking book.

ISBN: 978-1-925984-05-7
Pages: 346

Dr Paul Valent is a Holocaust survivor, 
doctor, psychiatrist, traumatologist, and writer. 
He cofounded and is past President of the 
Australasian Society for Traumatic Studies, and 
he founded and was long-term President of the 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust Melbourne. He 
has published numerous articles, book chapters, 
encyclopaedia entries, and books. Preventing 
hurt and violence has been his lifelong quest.
www.paulvalent.com
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Greetings from CSH Sydney:
Francine Lazarus, Child Survivor of the Holocaust

Hello Members of the Melbourne Child Survivors’ group; 
I was asked to send Chanukah greetings from the Sydney 
Child Survivors’ group. I thought about a Chanukah story, 
I’m sure we all have one to relate, here is mine.  

My Mother had two birthdays.

At the time my mother 
was born early in the 
20th Century, my great 
grandparents (my Booba’s 
parents) owned horse studs 
outside of Biala Podlaska.
My Booba told my mother 
that she was born mitt de 

ershte lichtel fun Chanukah (the first candle of Chanukah) 
which was the 21st November that year.  It was winter 
and the roads were impassable, snowed under and no 
way in the world would my grandfather schlepp a horse 
and cart to Biala for the trivial matter of registering a 
girl.  Most people’s records were kept in the shule in the 
shtetle but if anybody required a travel document or any 
official documents it was best to have been registered 
with the authorities.
When Spring came finally my grandfather registered my 
mother’s birth on the 15 May.  And that was her official 
birthday all her life.  Of course this pleased her no end as 
it made her six months younger but always she insisted 
on celebrating both her birthdays!
Our group has now met twice post COVID, last July and 
September.  It was great to be together again in our 

safe environment but sadly we were all very upset when 
the long list of names of the members who had left us 
was read.  Ours is a very unusual Club: we cannot fill 
vacancies nor even have a waiting list our time here and 
the opportunity to record our history are finite and really 
urgent.
Yesterday we commemorated Krystallnacht, still 
as painful now as it was 84 years ago.  It was that 
monstrous Hitler’s (may he burn in Hell) declaration of 
war on the Jews.  Thank God he was not fully successful 
and Israel sprung from the ashes to heal the world.  We 
were hoping that we could live in peace having paid 
such a high price but sadly, we have not even reached 
100 years since the Holocaust and the anti-Semites are 
rearing their ugly heads.  We must be vigilant as we pass 
the baton to the next generation and we can never let our 
guard down.
We understand that the Melbourne museum is being 
refurbished to very high standards and no doubt all the 
Sydneysiders still able to travel will visit.  In exchange 
we would love to have as many Melbournites come 
to Sydney and see our fabulous museum and its new 
exhibitions and see the many ways we have recorded 
our history for future generations. Of course should your 
visits coincide with our meetings we would love you to 
join us.
Dear Melbourne friends, on behalf of the Committee and 
members of the Sydney group, I wish you good health 
and happiness. Chag Sameach!

Francine Lazarus
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You and family members are
cordially invited to a special tour
of the new Melbourne Holocaust
Museum.

The tour will be followed by a talk
from Jayne Josem, CEO of the
Melbourne Holocaust Museum
and Dr Paul Valent, Founding
President of the Melbourne Child
Survivor Group.

Refreshments will be served and
time for a schmooze.

The tour starts promptly at
2.40pm.

Date:
Time:
Venue:

RSVP
Phone:
Email:

Invitation
melBouRne cHIld

sUrvIVorS
Sunday 11 December
2.30pm to 4.00pm
Melbourne Holocaust
Museum

Scan the QR below
(03) 9528 1985
bookings@mhm.org.au

:


