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Dear Child Survivors of the Holocaust,  
Here we are again ready for a 
bright New Year; we trust you and 
yours are well and happy. Sunday, 
December 11th 2022, was the 
date of a very special event for our 
Child Survivors of the Holocaust, 

Melbourne group. We accepted an important invitation 
to be amongst the first groups to visit and inspect the 
new recently completed Melbourne Holocaust Museum 
building. Jayne Josem CEO and MHM Director was our 
guide together with MHM Co-President Sue Hampel 
OAM. CSH founding President Dr Paul Valent was our 
special guest speaker. Paul shared his thoughts about the 
resilience of Child Survivors of the Holocaust both in the 
past and in the current challenging times. He emphasised 
the importance of maintaining the CSH lived experience 
through exhibitions in museums in particular, the 
Melbourne Holocaust Museum. Paul was presented with 
an award acknowledging his outstanding contribution to 
the CSH group and members. CSH Co-President Lena 
Fiszman was the MC before a packed auditorium, inviting 

Jayne Josem to further explain the 
MHM priorities into the future. We 
thank Alice McInnes, the MHM public 
events specialist, for arranging this 
special event.
The excellent photographic record of 
this wonderful occasion was provided 
by our own CSH photographer, Margarita Riaikkenen; 
(daughter of CSH Roza Riaikkenen). Margarita has been 
giving her valuable time to our group for many years. 
We thank all those who helped make this occasion so 
memorable and warm and hearty thank you to the CSH 
and their families who attended. To those who were 
unable to attend through ill health, especially those CSH 
who remain unwell at this time, please be assured you 
were with us in spirit.
We will be back for part 2 of this tour mid-2023 to view 
the completed exhibits and installation.
Kindest regards,
 

Viv Parry and Lena Fiszman
Co-Presidents

Child Survivors of the Holocaust at the Melbourne Holocaust Museum

Architectural feature of the new interior. The guided tour of the new museum takes off.
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The guided tour continues with Rona Zinger, Henry 
Buch, Esther Wise.

The tour continues.

Mr & Mrs Henry Buch.

Melbourne Holocaust Museum CEO & Museum 
Director, Jayne Josem, guiding our group around the 
museum.

Roza Riaikkenen takes a moment to 
reflect.

Lena Fiszman, CSH Co-President, welcomes the 
group to the museum.

Melbourne Holocaust Museum CEO & Museum 
Director, Jayne Josem, speaks to the group.
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It was a packed auditorium with Richard Rozen OAM, Sue Hampel OAM, Dr Paul Valent and Irma Hanner OAM in 
the front row.

Dr Paul Valent shares his thoughts about the CSH 
group and the new museum.

Paul receiving his award from Viv Parry and Lena 
Fiszman.

Louis Roller and Dr Paul Valent catching up. Reunion for Esther Wise (centre) and Odette 
Olshina (right) and her daughter.
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Viv Parry with Irma Hanner OAM. Refreshments served, Lena Fiszman with 
CSH.

Dr Paul Valent and Dita Gould. Family members attended.

Viv Parry and Roza Riaikkenen CSH Photographer and Roza Riaikkenen’s 
daughter, Margarita Riaikkenen.
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Greetings from the Melbourne Holocaust Museum, 
Museum Director & CEO

Dear Child Survivors and friends,
It was very special to welcome you 
into our new home in December. 
We have built this museum to 
enlighten future generations 
by educating them about your 
experiences. 
Stories like those of child survivors 

are difficult to hear, so the building is purposefully 
designed to inspire hope for a better future.
We want to inspire students to build a better future free 
from the suffering you endured. 
We look forward to welcoming you time and time 

again to our home – where your stories will be carefully 
guarded and shared for years to come. For that reason, it 
is your home, too. Please consider this a place where you 
can share your difficult memories safely and where we 
hope healing can occur.
Once again, I wish you a happy new year, and feel free 
to contact our Survivor Welfare Officer, Rae Silverstein 
(rae.silverstein@mhm.org.au), or our People & Culture 
Manager, Anna Berhang (anna.berhang@mhm.org.au), 
should you be interested in volunteering and/or speaking 
to students.
Best wishes,

Jayne Josem, Museum Director & CEO

Date: January 30, 2023

Start Time: 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Cost: $10 commitment fee

Venue: Melbourne Holocaust Museum | Address provided on registration

Bookings & Enquiries:

bookings@mhm.org.au | 03 9528 1985


